


















































IRON ACTON CHURCH

THE LIVING CHURCHYARD

What would the world be, once bereft

Of wet and wildness? Let them be left,

O let them be left, wildness and wet

Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet.
(Gerard Manley Hopkins from Ivershaid)

Yes, Hopkins, you were ahead of your time in conservation matters - you plead for natural wilderness to be left
alone to be itself, for us to resist the temptation to tame it and tidy it up. It has taken us many decades to
catch up with you, but the Church of England (which you left for Rome in 1866) has been quietly aware for some
considerable time of its unique responsibilities for the churchyards which surround our parish churches.

A village churchyard, such as our own, is a very special place, and always has been. First and foremost, it is the
resting place of our dead, and, as such, is important to the whole present community and to those who have
strong family ties here, but who have moved away. There have been few recent burials there since the parish
cemetery became available, but there are those still living in our village whose ancestors lie in our churchyard.
And in more recent times, the cremated remains of many loved ones of local families have been laid to rest in the
old area west of the church porch (now closed) and now the new area near the Marshall Room. So the
churchyard is a focus for those who still grieve, and a reminder to us all of the long, long roots into the past that
still exist here.

It is also the setting for our church, a living place of worship, set geographically at the heart of our community.
The church and the churchyard in which it is set, speak powerfully of eternal and spiritual values to the whole
community, even to those who are not drawn to worship there. The churchyard, crossed as it is by a much used
public footpath, is a place that is recognisably beautiful and peaceful in a world where beauty and peace are
often hard to find.

How we manage and care for this precious place is a matter that the Parochial Church Council has been
considering for some while. We know we need to balance respect for the dead with consideration for the living
and for living things. There has been no very recent detailed survey of the wildlife that lives naturally in our
churchyard, but it is a fair guess that it is a sanctuary for a large number of species of flowers, grasses, insects,
lichens, birds and others. Such riches, the birdsong, the colour of the wild flowers, the hum of the insects,
speak powerfully of the richness and the diversity of God's creation. We want to care for its needs at the same
time as retaining the dignity of the churchyard as the resting place for mortal remains.

We have been studying a rather lavish ‘pack’ called The Living Churchyard produced jointly by a number of
conservation organisations including, amongst others, Community Service Volunteers, the Royal Society for
Nature Conservation, Friends of the Earth and the Church and Conservation Project. The pack supplies
information and guidance about making a churchyard survey and planning its management based on the
results. It includes ideas about resources to support a churchyard conservation project, _
publicity for it and how it might be used for educational purposes.

I think it is fair to say that we have been rather daunted by all
of this - attracted to the principles, but unsure about whether
we have the resources to undertake such a project - human

resources, that is, for it seems that it would need enthusiasm,
commitment and time rather than money.
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We wondered if there were any conservation/ecology enthusiasts in the wider community who would like to join
us in discovering whether such a project is possible in Iron Acton Churchyard? We would probably need a small
committee to explore the idea in the first instance, and then, if it is viable, to think about how to mobilise the
sort of practical support that the project would need. Are you interested? If so, I would love to hear from you.

LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT THE PARISH CHURCH

Ash Wednesday 8™ March 10.30 am  Holy Communion (Said)
7.00 pm  Holy Communion (Said)
Palm Sunday 16™ April 10.30am  Sung Eucharist (joint service with St Peter's)
starting with a Palm Procession through the village
Maundy Thursday 20™ April 7.30 pm  Sung Eucharist
Good Friday 21°" April 6.00 pm  Stations of the Cross
taster Sunday 23" April 6.00am  Dawn Service to greet the Risen Christ on the

Hilly Fields, Frampton Cotterell
8.00am  Holy Communion (Said) at St Peter's, Frampton Cotterell

9.00am  Sung Eucharist

LOOKING FOR A SAINT

* Is there a Saint somewhere in our parish?
* A computer-literate one?
* One who could help an overworked and sometimes harassed Parish Priest with her paperwork?
* Ona fairly regular basis
* Tape recorder system available, so most work could be done at home?
*  With little or no financial reward?

* Perhaps 3 hours a week ..... or even 6?

* You see what I mean about a Saint?

Any Saints, please ring 772112.

Sue Rushton / Priest

MAY DAY FESTIVITIES - BRING AND BUY STALL

As in previous years, there will be a Bring and Buy Stall as one of the attractions of
May Day on the Village Green. We urgently need items to sell on a 50/50 basis;
half of the selling price to go to funds and the other half to the seller.

Please telephone Tony Townsend (on 228429) and he will be happy to
collect items a few days prior to the event or, if you wish, you can bring
sale items to the stall on the morning of the day itself. All we need is
the suggested selling price and the minimum you would accept. Of
course, we would really like 100% of the proceeds going to the funds!!

17



THE LIGHTSH _THE LIGHTSH

Throughout 1999 residents of Wotton Road (wrong side of the tracks) lived in ever
mounting anticipation and excitement. The reason? .... The mysterious activities
taking place intermittently at the junction with the main Bristol Yate road which
started early in the year and went on through the Summer, Autumn and Winter.

First we had 'Surveying and Measuring' then, after a significant pause, 'Digging up
the Road' with all the attendant chaos and delays to commuters but with especial angst

for the poor folk who needed to get into the village to take children to school, go

to church or visit chums. Then we had ‘Erection of the Poles’ and 'Fitting of the

Lamps'. This was really exciting, so much so that the contractors had to have a good long rest afterwards.

When they had recovered, 'Shrouding of the Poles’ - quite a religious activity by all appearances came next.

Then, 'Setting up the Control Boxes' which happened shortly before the end of the year. Were we to have a New
Year's present? No, that would have been too much to hope for. And, on reflection, perhaps that would have
been unwise in view of the dreaded Millennium Bug.

Early 2000 saw much to-ing and fro-ing of Many Men who presumably were Checking and Trimming and Testing
and Checking .....! Then, on 26 January in thick fog the covers were taken of f and behold WE HAD LIGHTSIIl
My joy was uncom‘amed. Like the hero of 'Jaberwocky' I ‘chortled in my joy' 'O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!
WE HAVE LIGHTS!

On a more serious note, I am sure that I am not the only resident of Wotton Road who is relieved to see that at
last some measures have been taken to improve the safety of the B4058/B4059 junction. In twenty seven years
I have seen Wotton Road change from a pleasant rural thoroughfare with a regular bus service into a nightmare
race track over used by heavyweight commercial vehicles travelling at dangerous speeds and boy and girl racers
with no regard for the safety of their fellow citizens who take advantage of the fact that the last mile of the
road as it joins the by-pass is unrestricted. Of course, 'unrestricted’ to such people means 'do the ton'. There
have been accidents and deaths on this road and people's lives have been disrupted because it is no longer safe or
comfortable to walk, talk or cycle without the constant roar of speeding traffic and the threat of being drawn
into the slipstream of the larger vehicles. Let us hope that the coming of the lights may at least help to control
the ever increasing traffic flow and prevent frustrated drivers taking foolish risks in trying to gain access to
the main road so minimising the risk of future accidents at this busy crossroads.

{(with apologies to Lewis Caroll [Jaberwocky] and Henry Reed [Naming of Parts]

Hazel Dron
s @

A FAIRY TALE FOR THE ASSERTIVE WOMAN OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM g A
Once upon a time, in a land far away, a beautiful, independent, self-assured &
princess happened upon a frog as she sat, contemplating ecological issues on S
the shores of an unpolluted pond in a verdant meadow near her castle. & %

: /-
The frog hopped into the princess’ lap and said ‘Elegant lady, I was once a g,«’ ;‘ )
handsome prince, until an evil witch cast a spell upon me. One kiss from you, Z ks u;\- - &
however, and I will turn back into the dapper, young prince that I am and . / ﬁ"]
then, my sweet, we can marry and set up housekeeping in yon castle with Ce ;

my mother, where you can prepare my meals, clean my clothes, bear my
children and forever feel grateful and happy so doing.’

That night, as the princess dined sumptuously on a repast of lightly sauteed /
frog legs, seasoned in a white wine and onion cream sauce, she chuckled to

herself and thought 'T don't think so, do you?'
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IRON ACTON WI

Back in December we had our Annual Meeting and had a slight change around of officers for 2000. Judy Park
did manage to escape the bonds of presidency (but not too far 'cos she's still Vice President) and, because there
wasn't anyone else mad enough to offer, they've now got me as President. Luckily Anna is still around to instii a
small level of sanity (she agreed to remain Secretary) and Jean will stay as Treasurer (but she's been offered
parole at the end of the year and Carcle O's currently in training ready to take up the post in 2001).

Our numbers received a welcome boost in January when we welcomed back two ladies who had previously been
members but, due to other commitments, had had to stop coming and one lady who had recently moved into the
village and had been 'nabbed’ by one of her neighbours who just happened to be 'one of us'. Viv Parker is our
secret recruitment agent as, sooner or later, everyone ventures into the Garden Centre and once she's sussed
you out she'll start suggesting you join us!

As can be expected from our somewhat eclectic mix of oddbods, we have a varied programme planned this year.
In January Mr Brace told us about the trials and tribulations of being a four guide - and seemed visibly relieved
that he had never before encountered the combined power of Iron Acton WI.

In February we had a superb evening with Jane Giddings (of Just Jane in the High Street). Her ‘guinea pig" was
Geraldine who was given an Indian head massage. We're going to suggest to Dave, Geraldine's husband, that he
might like to pay for one of these every month - he might get some peace and quiet at home 'cos Jane's expertise
reduced Geraldine to the quietest we've ever known her!l At the same time that Jane was reducing 'Our Ger' to a
catatonic state, she was also teaching Judy to do the bis en Jane, and Jane's daughter was being trained on
Elizabeth - it was just like the Beverley ‘Sisters meets Barbara Woodhouse, all we needed was Jane & to shout
sit! On a serious note, we were all impressed with Jane Giddings. If anyone reading this would love to visit Jane
but is feeling a little apprehensive, our advice would be don't hesitate;she was impressive, informative and
discreet - go on, make that appointment.

In March one of the guides from Westonbirt Arboretum is giving a talk accempanied by slides and in April we're
showing our 'crafty’ side when Mr Ford tries to teach us to Enamel on Copper - Kath is particularly looking
forward to this one as when he wrote confirming his acceptance he said we would need to provide a

6' trestle table capable of taking his equipment (his words not ours)l We discuss the resolutions for the national
conference, which is at the Royal Albert Hall this year, in May. Members and husbands/partners will have a
guided tour around Acton Court in June and a lady from the Bristol Cancer Centre will be talking to us in July.
We stop for breath in August (no meeting) and then resume in September - but that's for the next issue.

We're in the planning stage for two visits; one to the Hampton Court Flower Show (beginning of July) and one to
Evesham in August. Certainly, as far as Hampton Court is concerned, if the trip goes ahead, we would have some
spare seats available so if you're interested ring me for further details.

If there is a lady, anywhere, who is reading this and thinks 'I'd like to
give WI a go' (and who hasn't yet ventured into Parker's Garden Centre)
but would like some more information please give me a call (228566)

or, if you're feeling really brave, just turn up at the Village Hall on the
second Monday of the month for 7.30 pm and you will be made most
welcome.

Lynne Blanchard




RENT-A-BRUSH

./

Female Decorators - NVQ Qualified
Competitive Prices
For a quick, friendly response please call:

Hilary and Gemma
01275 830676

BOUQUET VASES
one of several new ranges o
Dartington Glass now avaslable
The Bristol Guild of Applied




DIARY OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS

In the Parish Hall:

Every Monday 7.30 pm
Every Tuesday 7.30 pm
Every Wednesday 8.00 pm
Every Thursday 7.30 pm
Every Weekday 9500 am
First Wednesday 7.30 pm
Second Monday 7.30 pm
Third Monday 7.30 pm
24™ March 272?

14™ & 15™ April ??2?

5™ May 7.30 pm

239/24™/25" June  7.30 pm

Elsewhere in the Village:

First Thursday 8.00 pm

Every Friday 10.30 am - Midday
25™ March ??

3 April 7.30 pm

1*' May ??

8™ May 7.30 pm
Saturday, 1 July ??

Friday, 14 July 2.00 pm

Saturday, 29™ July 2?

Keep Fit

War Hammers

Actonians

Line Dancing

Nursery School

Parish Hall Committee Meeting

wI

Parish Council

Acton Aid German Evening

Actonians' Evenings of Entertainment
Evening of Old News Film - Church Fund Raiser

Actonians present 'The Admirable Crichton'

Acton Aid meets in the Lounge Bar at the Rose & Crown
Parents’' & Toddlers' Group meets at the Marshali Room
North Road School Duck Race

North Road Ladies: Line Dancing

May Day Celebration

North Road ladies: Romanian Orphanages

Barn Dance at Latteridge Green Farm

North Road School Summer Fayre

Acton Aid Medieval Evening at Algars Manor

SCHEDULE FOR THE NEXT (SUMMER) EDITION OF FOCAL POYNTZ

Deadline for contributions from Organisations: Tuesday, 20 June 2000.

Focal Poyntz will be distributed:

ADVERTISING

Weekend of 22/23 July 2000.

If anyone would like to advertise in Focal Poyntz, please contact Barrie Wright on 01454 228247.
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' By popular request Acton Aid are |
'* proud to present another

Please keep the night free-
Tickets available soon.










