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Wo� on Road, Iron Acton, South Glos. BS37 9XA
TEL: 01454 228764 
www.ironactongardencentre.co.uk

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-FRI 9am-6pm
SAT 9am-5.30pm 
SUN 10.30am-4.30pm

Your Local, Friendly, Garden Centre.

A great place to browse, 
shop and socialise ...

DON’T MISS OUR
MONTHLY
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Local Poyntz team: - Jon Aries, Caroline Haselhan, Jessica Hatherell, Sarah Ridler, Amanda 
Scott, Jane Spare, John Wright, Marilyn Wright and myself, Pamela McCoy. 
 
Apologies to Murray Hire. There was a typographical error in their advertisement in the 
Summer edition of Local Poyntz. The website address was missing the letter “a” in 
Murrayhire. It was an unfortunate mistake made during the printing process and will not re-
occur. I have spoken to Jamprint. 
 
Distributors. A big “thank you” to all those lovely people who have agreed to continue with 
the distribution of this magazine. We cannot do without you! 
 
SUMMER MAGAZINE. 
It was a huge task to get the magazine completed on time. Our team has received 
congratulations, praise and thanks from many people throughout the Parish and it has given 
us much encouragement. Thank you for your kind words.  
 
We have had positive feedback about our inclusion of the “Young Poyntz” section. We hope 
that this will grow and blossom over future editions and that more and more young people will 
contribute and get involved. 
 
WEBSITE 
If you have not already done so, do take some time to explore the website as there is a lot to 
see. Jon Aries is still looking for your beautiful images, so contact him either via the website 
or e-mail localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
FLYERS You will have noticed that there were some flyers in the summer edition. Those 
flyers were from local associations and therefore attracted no charge. If anyone wishes to 
place a flyer in subsequent editions, which is from a commercial company, there will be a 
small charge. 
 
PHOTO’S I am looking for photographs of the Parish, which depict the seasons, to put on the 
front page of the magazine. They must be portrait, of good quality and clearly of our Parish. 
 
If you wish to advertise, contribute an article or write a letter, please contact me, Pamela 
McCoy 01454 228874 pam.localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
The deadline for the winter edition is 6th November. Nothing can be accepted after that 
date. 
 
Front-page image was courtesy of Jason Haselhan. 
 
Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing Ltd. 01249 823950 
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Iron Acton Craft Group 
 
The craft group continues to flourish I'm very pleased to say. With skills being shared and 
taught between us. My latest challenge was to learn how to crochet.  With help from Jill and a 
quick look on You Tube, I have mastered the basic stitches and I'm "hooked" (pardon the 
pun).  
 
We had a visit from a husband and wife team who teach "Stitched greeting cards". By the end 
of the session most, if not all of us, had completed an original stitched card.  
 
One of our members made a suggestion of raising some funds for a children’s charity she 
supports. It's the "New Life Centre" in Kathmandu, Nepal. During the terrible recent 
earthquake the children’s home and education centre got damaged and then during the 
second earthquake their home was destroyed, leaving them living under canvas and the 
monsoons were soon due. So the group got making a wonderful assortment of items in 
readiness to sell at the summer church fate. We raised £105! So I hope it will help in their 
plight to rebuild their home.  
 
I would like to say thank you to those of you who kindly donated wool after my request in the 
last article.  Some wool had been put straight to use in making items for our stall. If anyone 
has materials they wish to donate then please contact me on 228760 and I am happy to 
collect. 
 
I would just like to say thanks to Jill who supports me in running the group and who managed 
it while I was away on holiday. It means a lot to me that the group can be held each Friday 
throughout the year. 
 
It's not too late to come and join us on a Friday afternoon, between 1.30 and 3.30pm in the 
committee room. It costs only £2.50, which includes tea and biscuits!  So come along, bring a 
craft to do and have fun! I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
June Schofield 
 
 



 

WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

 

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Extensions – Staircases – Doors 
Flooring – Carpentry – Renovations - Exteriors 

 

WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

J G CARPENTRY 

For a fast professional service & competitive quotation 

 

01454 851032 or 07738934875 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Positive Solutions (Financial Services) Ltd. is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered as a Limited Company in 
England and Wales No. 3276760.  
 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate advice on some 
taxation matters. 

 
 

 

 

For free initial consultation contact:  
Mark Curtis Dip FA 
Office – 01454 222898 
Mobile - 07917 390943 
Poplar Farm, Yate Road, Iron Acton, Bristol, BS37 9XY 
MarkCurtis@thinkpositive.co.uk 
www.markcurtis-ifa.co.uk 

Your Local Financial Adviser, Qualified since 1997 

 

Positive Solutions does not regulate or provide services in respect of tax advice.  
Please ask your advisor for a separate terms of business 

COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE? 

 SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS PLANNING 
 RETIREMENT PLANNING 
 PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 TAX PLANNING 
 MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 
 EQUITY RELEASE 

 



ACTON AID

Over the summer, Acton Aid is focused primarily on the big music weekend. This year there 
were record attendances at both the Mash in the Meadows on Friday 3rd July and the Proms 
in the Meadows on Saturday 4th July.  The sun shone and we were able to enjoy some great 
music and a really special atmosphere. Thanks to everyone who came along and who helped 
make the events happen. 

Shortly before that, the summer solstice saw 25 foolhardy souls get up at 4am on a Sunday 
morning to watch the sun rise over ‘Balehenge’ - our very own version of Stonehenge - styled 
with great precision from bales of straw. It was a fun occasion and the fact that cloud cover 
slightly obscured the sun was more than compensated for by some welcome bacon rolls.

As I write this, we are preparing for the next Beer Festival which will have taken place by the 
time of publication. This festival has become well established as a popular annual event and 
this year, the theme is The Great Iron Acton Brew Off – based loosely on the Great British Bake 
Off. We will be pitching local brews against their rivals around the country to see which are best.  

New for this year, will be a chance for people in the parish to show off their own brewing prow-
ess. For the first time we are including a Homebrew section so keen local amateur brewers will 
be able to have their products judged against others.

Looking ahead to the rest of the year, there will be a really exciting Go Wild event for children 
in the Parish Hall at 11am on Saturday 11th October. This will be a great opportunity for young 
people to see and touch all sorts of creepy crawlies and slimy things. Tickets are free but will be 
limited and are available on the Acton Aid website (www.Actonaid.org.uk). 

Tickets will also be available soon for this year’s Bonfire and Fireworks which will take place 
on the Parish Meadows on Sunday 8th November. There will be the usual bonfire and grand 
fireworks display and some refreshments to help keep you warm.

It’s great that we continue to get large attendances at our monthly meetings. Since the last re-
port, we welcomed Rick Cooke and James Snelgrove as members.  Meetings take place on the 
first Thursday of each month at the Lamb Inn at 8pm. They are very relaxed and informal and 
we plan events and distribution of resources around the parish over a pint or two.

If you’d like to find out more about us or know of a parishioner who may benefit from the sup-
port of Acton Aid, please do contact the Chairman, Dominic Walters on 07747 533312, or the 
Secretary, Jason Haselhan, on 01454 228701, in confidence.

Dominic Walters
Chairman
Acton Aid
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Recipes for Halloween and Bonfire Night 
 
Chilly autumn evenings make us head for hand and tummy warming suppers. The old man 
thinks he has this subject wrapped up with his suggestion of baked potatoes, slipped into your 
jacket pocket to keep your hands warm whilst you watch the bonfire and fireworks, and then 
taken out and eaten with butter and homemade apple chutney. Even simpler, spear 
marshmallows on a long twig and toast near the heat of the fire till brown (not black!) and 
gooey. Not so good for keeping your hands warm though!   
 
Another hand warmer suggestion is a mug of delicious warming spicy soup and here's one to 
try using pumpkin: 
 
Pumpkin Soup 
  
3 tbsp vegetable oil 
half tsp ground ginger 
half tsp fennel seeds 
half tsp cumin seeds 
half tsp coriander seeds 
half tsp cinnamon 
3 cloves 
1 or two dried chillies, crushed 
2 or 3 curry leaves (optional) 
3 cloves garlic, left whole 
1 kg pumpkin, peeled and chopped into chunks 
1 level tsp salt 
400 g tin coconut milk 
1 tbsp (generous) peanut butter 
300 ml water 
  
Grind the fennel, cumin, coriander and cloves before you start to cook.   
Heat the oil in a large saucepan on the lower heat you can manage, then add all the spices, 
chillies and curry leaves (if using).   
After about 5 minutes add garlic, pumpkin and salt, and stir to coat with the oil and spices.  
Turn up heat and add coconut milk and peanut butter.   
Bring to a vigorous simmer for 5 minutes and add the water.   
Bring back up to a simmer, cover the pot and lower the heat.   
Cook until the pumpkin chunks can be effortlessly broken up with a spoon.   
Mash the soup gently and check the seasoning before serving.   
You can cut the sweetness with some lime juice or coriander leaves if wished. 
 
Those of you lucky enough to own Cooking through the Seasons in Iron Acton, the Cookery 
book compiled in 2005 to raise funds for the Iron Acton Primary School, will have at your 
fingertips brilliant recipes for this time of the year including lots of other fab soups as well as 
Bonfire Beans and Gunpowder and Wine Braised Sausages with Lentils, both family 
favourites. Try them if you haven't already. And those who would like a copy of the book may 
be able to buy one from Fiona Bourns who still has a few left. The price may have gone up 
though as they are now practically antiques!  But how about this one which takes the biscuit 
for simplicity and covers the craving for roasty flavoursome food: 
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Roast Chorizo and Sweet Potato 
 
1/2 or 1 sweet potato per person, unpeeled and cut into wedges 
1 x 300g chorizo sausage per 3-5 persons, cut into thick slices 
2 oranges per 2-3 persons cut into 1/4s or 1/6ths 
1 block feta per 3-4 persons cut into smallish chunks 
A handful of washed spinach per 1-2 people 
(Quantities are as you can see approximate!)  
 
Season and roast sweet potato in olive oil till cooked, adding the chorizo for last 15 minutes. 
Add feta, oranges and spinach for 5 minutes or so to wilt spinach and warm oranges and feta. 
Serve on plates with more uncooked spinach.  
Squeeze juice from warm orange segments on top. 
 
And puds. Well, when you have tried Beaconsfield Sticky Toffee Pudding, the wonderful apple 
puddings and the flapjacks from the school cook book, then you should probably try this 
pumpkin pie which, allegedly, is wonderful and shouldn't be reserved for the Americans or 
Thanksgiving: 
 
American Pumpkin Pie 
 
Pastry: 
230g plain flour 
125g butter 
 
For filling: 
300g pumpkin, peeled and diced 
100 ml water 
2 eggs 
half tsp ground cinnamon 
half tsp grated nutmeg 
1 397g tin condensed milk 
 
Rub flour and butter together until fine crumbs and then run hands under cold tap and shake 
them dry over mixture.  Bring the mixture together to form a short pastry, but don’t overwork.   
Put into 20cm tart tin and chill for at least half an hour.   
 
Meanwhile make filling.  Poach the pumpkin in the water until soft enough to purée (this 
should take 10-15 minutes).  Mash to smooth paste and allow to cool completely.  Beat in 
eggs, cinnamon, nutmeg and milk and set aside. 
 
Preheat oven to 200C and warm a baking tray large enough for tart tin.  Fill pastry case with 
pumpkin mixture and bake pie on hot baking tray for 15 minutes.  After that, lower 
temperature to 180C and cook for approx 30 minutes.  When time is up, check that the pastry 
is golden and the filling is set (it might need more or less time).  Serve with ice cream or 
crème fraiche. 
 
Enjoy your fireworks and if you can't get to the Acton Aid display then here is one final 
suggestion. Sprinkle popping candy (Lakeland stock it) on your puds and cakes just before 
serving and have the whole fireworks experience......in your mouth! 
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North Road Primary School

It is with much sadness that I am leaving North Road to move to face a new challenge in Man-
gotsfield in September. North Road Primary School has been an amazing place to work for the 
past 5 1/2 years and I will miss the children, parents, staff and being part of this community.

The end of term proved to be wonderful as usual. A sports day ending with a very competitive 
parents race, a great KS2 performance which rivalled anything seen at the Bristol Hippodrome 
and a fun orienteering family event which involved us walking just short of 5 miles around the 
local area…the cream tea waiting for us in the school hall was most welcome.

We also had a Shaun in the city day where we all designed a Shaun and made one out of clay. 
We are now looking forward to finding them all over the summer.

Sarah Stillie, who is currently the senior teacher at North Road Primary School, will be the new 
Head Teacher. She can’t wait to keep you up to date with all our news and to show you around if 
you have a child due to start school in September 2016. More details can be found on our web-
site. www.northroadprimaryschool.co.uk

Mrs Jo Williams,  Head Teacher,  North Road Primary School

01454 867788

   Key Stage 2 “Pirates of the Curry Bean”

  Cabot House, winners of Sports Day 2015

  Making clay Shaun the Sheep on our Shaun in the City day
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Iron Acton K9 Club
Iron Acton May Day  
The club organised an obedience and agility display for Iron Acton May Day in the show ring 
on the Village Green and also organised a Haybale Scurry and Temptation Alley Retrieve in the 
Parish Meadows.  The display went really well – very may thanks to everyone who took part on 
the day. The day was hard work but great fun. Many thanks to everyone who helped get ready, 
took part or helped to clear away the equipment. We raised £60.00 from the various activities for 
Bristol Cats and Dogs Home to help them with their work. 

Club Show & BBQ Sunday 12th July 2015     
The club held its 5th Club Show and BBQ on 12th July. This included novelty classes plus activity 
challenges -  Dogstacle Course, Agility Competition, Flyball Competition, Haybale scurry and 
Gundog Scurry. Many thanks to Emma, Claire, Trevor, Chris, Mike, Dave, Martin, and David who 
judged the various classes/activities. 
Novelty Show Champion was Carson (Rhodesian Ridgeback) handled by Angela Smith, Re-
serve Champion was Dudley (Rotweiler) handled by Helen Case. Very well done to both.   
Remy (Labrador) handled by Meryl Cook had a brilliant afternoon and was our Activities Champi-
on. Shya (Labrador) handled by Karen Carnovale was our reserve Activities Champion.

Results Novelty Classes
Best Junior – Purdey Best Young Adult – Remy  Best Mature Adult - Oscar
Best Condition - Carson Handsomest Dog - Dudley  Prettiest Bitch - Nona
Waggiest tail – Alice Best Mover - Blossom  Best Brace – Rosie & Tara
Best Tricks – Shya  
Activity Classes
Dogstacle winner – Remy Gundog Scurry - Shya  Agility Winner – Remy
Flyball winner – Remy Haybale scurry - Remy  

Apart from a couple of showers the weather was kind to us and dogs and handlers all had a 
wonderful day. We also raised a further £100.00 for Bristol Dogs Home.  A full list of the results is 
on our website – www.ironactonk9club.co.uk  and our Facebook page  where you can also find 
more information about the clubs activities.

We continue to train to KCGC scheme standards in Rangeworthy Village Hall on Mondays and 
activities on Sunday evenings in Iron Acton. If you would like more information about classes 
please ring Sue 01454 228803 or  Karen 01454 228891. 

Tummy rubs all round
Sue
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North Road Ladies Club

I am pleased to report that North Road Ladies Club is still going strong with 40 members.   On Monday, 
2nd November we will be celebrating our 48th Birthday.

This year we have welcomed a variety of speakers:-

- Members enjoyed a Card Making Session with Rosalind Abbott;

- A Community Liaison officer from Bristol Water gave a talk on Bristol Water and its history;

- “Follow me please” (life as a tour guide) by Mike Rowland;

- Susan Marshfield had us all laughing with her talk entitled “Personal peeps from the past”;

- Frances Benton gave a wonderful talk on “A Passion for Pearls”. She gave a detailed explana-
tion of how a pearl comes to be in an oyster and pearls are also found in mussels.   She had a 
display of beautiful pearl jewellery which she sources and makes herself.  Profits from the sale 
of the jewellery are donated to a charity that Frances supports which looks after some of Africa’s 
poorest children.

Our Club’s chosen Charity for 2015 is “Warmley Park School” and in May we held a Skittles Evening as 
a fund-raiser.   This was a most successful evening and we greatly appreciated Yate Football Club kindly 
allowing us the use of their premises and skittle alley for this event.
Our Club always has an evening trip in July and this year we went by coach to Westbury Court Gardens, 
Westbury-on-Severn.   The weather was very kind to us and the Head Gardener took us on a guided tour 
of the garden and explained the history of Westbury Court.   Westbury Church stands next to Westbury 
Court Gardens and after our tour of the gardens we walked through the Churchyard into the Church where 
three ladies had prepared tea/coffee and a variety of delicious cakes for our refreshments.   This was so 
welcoming as tables had been laid with tablecloths and pretty crockery ready for our visit, which made a 
lovely finish to our evening.
We hold our meetings in Iron Acton Parish Hall, commencing at 7.30 p.m. usually on the first Monday of 
the month.   Our meeting after the school holidays will be on Monday, 7th September when David Swinson 
will be speaking about “Westonbirt Arboretum”.

June Rycroft
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Small  & fr iendly family  run business  
Luxury accommodation 

All  breeds welcome 
 

Inspections welcome by appointment 
For more  info cal l :  01454 228374 

 

Elm Farm, Bristol  Road,  Iron Acton,  Bristol ,  
BS37 9TF 

www.elm-farm.net  

 

	  

	  

                                               TOP GROOM 
City & Guilds Qualified Dog  

Grooming.                                           
Elm Farm Boarding Kennels 
Iron Acton BS37 9TF.  
Tel.  07708300672               



Pet Poyntz by Debs from Turners Pets 
 

Tips for healthy teeth & gums 

A few toothy facts! 

1. Dogs and cats cannot move their jaws from side to side, which means food gets 
impacted in their teeth as they eat. They can’t move their tongues or use their fingers or 
toothbrushes to remove impacted food so it just sits there until drinking or chewing removes it. 
Imagine eating a dry biscuit yourself and only moving your jaw up and down and then not 
being able to get those bits out stuck in your back teeth...it’s exactly the same for pets. 

 
2. Dogs and cats have no significant amylase enzymes in their saliva which means it’s 
hard for them to digest carbohydrates (rice, cereals, potato) in their food which is why plaque 
builds up. This can build up under the gums and separate gums from the teeth and form 
pockets, which encourages even more bacterial growth. Pets are experts at masking pain and 
unless you check your pet’s mouth weekly you may not be aware there is a problem.  

 
3. Wild dogs rarely get tooth decay as raw meat, bones and sinew naturally flosses 
between teeth. 

 
4. Bad oral hygiene can lead to serious disease. Bacteria associated with advanced 
dental disease enter the blood stream and invade multiple organs, causing irreversible 
damage to the heart, liver and kidneys. 
 
What you can do to help 

1. Try moistening your dog’s dry food as it is less likely to stick to their teeth as it is being 
eaten. 
 
2. Offer a small rawhide chew after a meal as the extra saliva will help flush the mouth. 
Some leading dental chews actually contain sticky ingredients which just make the matter 
worse. A hard rawhide treat (fed under supervision) which will encourage salivation is much 
better. 
 
3. Check your pet’s mouth weekly to look for signs of reddening gums, bad breath and 
plaque build-up. 
 
4. Clean your pet’s teeth. Finger toothbrushes and pet toothpaste used regularly will help 
stop tartar building up. 
 
5. Use Plaque Off. Used daily this completely natural product can help reduce plaque 
and tartar and improve breath. The active element is specially selected seaweed harvested 
from the cold clean seas of Norway and Iceland. It comes in a powder form that is simply 
sprinkled on your pet’s food. Once absorbed into the blood system via digestion it enters the 
saliva and prevents tartar building up by affecting the ability of plaque to stick to surfaces in 
the mouth. Existing tartar becomes porous and may come away by itself or by brushing. It 
contains no artificial, colours, preservatives, gluten or sugar. 
 
6. Dogs fed a raw diet only encounter a very small amount of carbohydrate and this helps 
with teeth care. Maybe consider switching from a dry diet to a raw diet. 

 



Turners Pet Supplies

All your pet needs under one roof. 

Large range of good quality foods, accessories, treats and toys.

Friendly, helpful nutrition advice and lots of free parking.

Dogs always welcome for collar, harness & coat fi ttings

Local Delivery    

 

01454 227148   www.turnerspets.co.uk. 

Unit A16 Backfi eld Farm Business Park Iron Acton BS37 9XD                     
Open 9.30-5.00 Monday – Friday & 9.30-2.00 Saturday

Iron Acton Film Club

Membership applications for the 2015/16 season have been flooding in and I we are currently be prepar-
ing to show our first films on Saturday 3rd October 2015. As in previous years all screenings will be in Iron 
Acton Parish Hall and we will be showing a children’s film in the afternoon (with entry free to all) and a film 
for members and their guests in the evening. 
 
In an exhibition of democracy that would shame most political parties, members vote for the films we 
show and the only reason I am unable to tell you which films are on our list this year is that, at the time of 
writing, the votes have yet to be counted! 
 
You should have received, by e-mail or flyer, an invitation to join for the coming season, but if you have 
not received one do not despair, it is not too late. Membership costs £25 per for a season of 6 films shown 
monthly from October 2015 to March 2016. 
 
If you have an application form and would like to join, please send me your completed form together with a 
cheque payable to IAFC. Or if you don’t have an application form, let me know and we can send you one. 
 
Simon Cross    01454 228291    simon@laburnumhouse.fsnet.co.uk
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Iron Acton Women’s Institute 
It was Iron Acton's turn to host the April Group Meeting, whereby other WI groups in the area 
join us for food and entertainment.  Much of the afternoon was spent preparing the meal of 
Ploughman's, salad, jelly and cream.  The tables were laid to reflect Spring; multicoloured 
tablecloths were topped with members' own tea sets, all beautifully patterned.   The result 
was lovely and made a real impression on entering the Parish Hall.  Afterwards, members of 
the Actonians put on a series of short plays set by the seaside, which were extremely well 
received by the visitors.  We hope to have an equally successful evening when we host the 
October Group Meeting. 

Our speaker in May was Susan Marshfield, who as usual demonstrated her formidable skill of 
recounting incidents from her past with great clarity and humour.  She is able to paint such a 
vivid picture with her words of times gone-by, it never fails to trigger our own similar memories 
of bygone days. 

At this meeting we also discussed the National AGM WI Resolution, the assessment of need 
in long-term care and whether the government should remove the distinction between nursing 
care and personal care.  

Old Sodbury WI held an Arts and Crafts Exhibition and several of our members entered 
various categories including knitting, lace making, jewellery making, art and photography.  All 
the entrants did well and two members, Geraldine Whittle and Ann Aplin, won gold awards for 
photography and art respectively.  This means their entries will be exhibited at the M Shed in 
Bristol in September along with other winners in the region. 

In June our trip to Richard Cornock's dairy farm in Tytherington lived up to all expectations, 
following the talk we had from him in February about his conservation efforts.  He showed us 
around his farm and we saw where owls had once again taken up residence in his barn.  A 
lovely evening was completed with tea and cake. 

We were represented at the Buckingham Palace Garden Party in June by Sue Johnson.  She 
told us she had enjoyed an extraordinary day and was delighted to find herself at one time in 
close proximity to Princess Alexandra.  We're relieved to say that despite these close 
encounters with the aristocracy, Sue hasn't changed a bit and still 'mucks in' with the rest of 
us! 

Our outing in July was to Kingswood Heritage Museum which proved to be both a history 
lesson and a walk down memory lane.  These old buildings, originally a brass works, now 
house information and memorabilia from several centuries of history in the Kingswood area.  
It wasn't possible to view the gardens and grotto but plans are afoot to visit on another 
occasion. 

After the Summer break we'll be back in September with talks on Herbs for Women and  Food 
Banks and preparing for our birthday and Christmas parties.  We meet in the Parish Hall on 
the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Sylvie Powell	  



 
 

Thomas Silvey Ltd,  
Unit 5 Badminton Road Trading Estate, Yate, South Glos BS37 5NS 
 

Your friendly local suppliers of: 
 

Home Heating Oils 
Red and White Diesel 
Company Fuel Cards 
Adblue & Lubricants 
 

 



PAST POYNTZ 
SHOPS IN IRON ACTON 

 
When we moved to the village nearly fifty years ago there were five shops, now we have none. 
                            
FURSMAN’S 
Fursman’s was the largest and was a grocery and drapery shop run by Mr and Mrs Fursman. It 
was situated in the High Street and is now The Glazely Clinic, although the original sign 
remains on the side of the house. We used to leave a weekly order at the shop which Mr 
Fursman, or one of his staff, would deliver in a large cardboard box, including two toffees at the 
bottom for the children. The drapery department had a separate counter with the underwear 
etc. stocked in sliding glass-topped drawers. Mrs Fursman was a charming lady, but would 
stand no nonsense from naughty children who misbehaved in the shop. She also worked as a 
senior nurse at The Burden Institute, opposite Frenchay Hospital which was housed in the 
bright yellow Georgian mansion on the other side of the motorway, which used to be owned by 
the Berkeley family. Recently it was sold by the NHS and converted into flats. Mr Fursman’s 
family had another shop in Stapleton which I believe his father ran. 
Most of the villagers bought their groceries at the shop because few families owned cars and it 
was before the expansion of supermarkets. The shop also ran a “Christmas Club” to help 
customers save for the festive season. More senior residents in the village can remember 
when butter came in a huge square block, which was cut up and weighed for them. No 
pre-packed packets of “Anchor” then! 
 
THE POST OFFICE 
Another shop that was valued by the village was The Post Office which we still miss; it was a 
pleasant place to meet friends and gossip. 
The first Post Office was in the High Street in the cottage next to Bean Cottage. There was a 
red post box set in the cottage wall, which has since been removed. Mrs Bateman was the 
Postmistress and Mr Bateman owned several properties in the High Street. The Post Office 
moved across the road to the pink house when Mr Dillon purchased Mr. Bateman’s properties. 
Mr Dillon was an Irish Policeman who brought his family over to England to protect them from 
“The Troubles” in his homeland. His daughter, Mrs May Beasley, then became the 
Postmistress and his younger daughter, Mrs Chrissie Colquhoun, ran a small grocery shop in 
the cottage opposite called “The Stores”. When Mrs Beasley retired Mrs Colquhoun became 
the last Postmistress in the village, absorbing The Post Office into her grocery shop. I miss that 
shop too as it always stocked lovely cards. 
 
THE BUTCHER  
The village used to have a good butcher, situated in Trent House in the High Street, with a 
slaughterhouse in the garden behind, which is now The Keepings. 
The first butcher was Mr Huggins, who was succeeded by Mr Escott and his immaculately 
dressed Swiss wife, who sat behind the till and dealt with the bills and receipts. They operated 
a delivery service which worked very well, especially so for our Siamese cats who once stole a 
beef steak left in our porch for a friend who was spending the weekend in Hill Cottage. I had to 
rush down to the village to buy another steak! 
 
SWEET SHOPS 
The other two shops were sweet shops. The Clove Hitch was owned by Mr and Mrs Bodey. 
Mrs Bodey sold sweets and ice cream and ran a Bed and Breakfast business. She was quite a 
character, and some children were frightened of her. She told us that she was a white witch 
and was able to levitate. She even appeared on “Points West” to talk about her magical gifts!  
 
        20                        



Previously the shop had been an antique shop called The Olde House, and run by a lady 
called Cora Harding. 
 
The other sweet shop was in Cornerways on the corner of the church end of the High Street. 
The shop was run by Mrs Wallbanks, with the help of her daughter Mrs Betty Hall. Because 
the shop was so close to the school, it was popular with the pupils before and after school. 
 
There were other services in the village. ”Old Mr. Thomas” from Lodge Farm had a milk round 
and delivered milk from his own cows. He was called “old” to differentiate him from his son, 
Mr Geoffrey Thomas. 
 
Mr. Kelly Dyer ran a garage with a hand operated petrol pump and repaired bicycles at Vine 
Cottage. 
 
We used to have a village policeman who lived at The Old Police Station, opposite the school. 
When a crime had been committed, he usually knew where to find the culprit! Previously the 
Police House was at the Homestead, opposite the church, which was also known as Chester 
House. 
 
These are just my memories of how the village used to be, greatly helped by a senior lady 
villager, but if anything is incorrect I apologize. 
 
I hope to write a second article mentioning the other shops that existed before we came to the 
village, and would be grateful for any information that anyone may have. Please get in touch 
on 01454228439, or email at  r_and_e@onetel.com. 
 
 
 

Iron Acton Community Choir 

The choir performed for the third time at the Proms in the Meadow and it was yet another 
excellent event singing with the Orchestra and our own set. Many thanks to the organisers 
and to the BMO, and in particular John Pitts, for his ongoing support in conducting and 
playing for us.  We are currently on our summer break but are beginning to prepare for a 
new season in September when we will have four new members…with at least 2 tenors!! 

We hope to sing some carols round the village before Christmas and are planning a New 
Year concert in early January. Watch this space for confirmation of dates and venue 

Best wishes and thanks to all involved in the choir and if you want more details or to join 
the waiting list please e-mail me on robpardoe@gmail.com . 
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Wedding & Event Flowers - Bouquets – Workshops - Gift Vouchers 

Organic Blooms is a Social Enterprise based in Latteridge. We grow 
beautiful British cut flowers sustainably, without the use of chemicals. 

Visit our website www.organicblooms.co.uk for: 

 Click and Collect Bouquets starting from £10.00 

Nationally Delivered Bouquets 

Workshop Bookings 

Gift Vouchers and more 

Contact us by telephone on 01454 300300 or email us at 
enquiries@organicblooms.co.uk 

   www.facebook.com/organicblooms  www.twitter.com/organicblooms 



GARDENING POYNTZ 

‘Delicious autumn!  My 
very soul is wedded to 
it, and if I were a bird I 
would fly about the 
earth seeking succes-
sive autumns’ 

- George Eliot 

There is a constant de-
bate about when and how 
much to prune roses.  On 
a visit to David Austin ros-
es last year I was sur-
prised and somewhat en-
couraged to hear that they 
prune all their roses 
straight after Christmas, 
and often (block your 
ears, sensitive gardeners!) 
use a hedge trimmer! Just 
ensure that you leave 
enough buds on each 
stem to allow for a hard 
Winter and some die-back 

Rudbeckia, cone flower 

Autumn in the garden 
Although Autumn can be a busy time in the garden, it is also a time to take stock, 
to assess what has worked well this year and make adjustments for next year.  Big 
structural changes are best started now, and of course, on our heavier soils it is 
time for some good old fashioned digging - adding lots of organic matter and per-
haps even sowing a green manure  in any empty beds to prevent nutrient leaching 
and fix nitrogen, and that you can dig in in the spring to add organic matter –it’s a 
win-win! 

Top autumn tasks 
 Lift and divide any congested herbaceous perennials (4 years old +) 

 Cut back dead growth, but leave at least 3 inches of stem for overwin-
tering insects and to allow for recovery after a hard winter 

 Pay attention to garden hygiene—don’t leave too much plant debris 
and disinfect all tools and garden structures to prevent viruses 

 You can still sow leaf crops throughout the autumn, especially if you 
have a cloche or cold greenhouse.  Why not try a baby salad leaf mix, 
spinach or chard? 

 Take advantage of a warm soil and plant hardy annuals, bulbs and 
shrubs this side of Christmas for earlier/bigger plants in the Spring 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness…. By Jo Wright 



 

Yes 
There IS someone who still repairs desktop and laptop 

computers in the Chipping Sodbury Area. 
Right here in Iron Acton In Fact! 

 
Website: http://www.gmcomputing.millward.org.uk 

eMail: gmcomputing@millward.org.uk 
Landline: 01454-228704 

Mobile: 07769780656 

GM Computing 



Iron Acton Book Group 

On the 18th January 2005 there was a meeting held to discuss setting up a Book Group in the 
village. Eight people came and this year we are celebrating our tenth year! Our first chosen 
book in March of that year was The Piano Tuner by Daniel Mason and like many books that 
have followed it provoked much discussion and varying views. Beginnings were small and 
tenuous: sometimes the meetings had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers and on other 
occasions the choice of book...Middlemarch by George Eliot being the most infamous, was a 
book too far for some of our members. But slowly the numbers became stable and grew until 
we are now 14-strong and the Group is an established feature in village life. We are a diverse 
all age group, featuring both retirees and working mothers, and all are confident that their 
opinion is valued and welcome.  

Our group has only ever been female. Why is this? No man has ever asked to join us. Over 
the years we have found that 12-14 people is a good number. It means that anyone attending 
feels able to take part in the discussions but most importantly, as the meetings take place in 
our homes, none is excluded from hosting due to lack of space. A few years ago, reluctantly, 
we had to close the group for the first time to new members. However, we have always been 
happy to help and advise anyone who wishes to start up another group in the village so 
please do contact us if this strikes a chord with you. Members do leave so likewise do contact 
us if you would like to join in the future.  

From the start we decided to meet only 6 times a year, leaving us time to read other books of 
our choice. I am often asked how we select which books to read. One of the great things 
about belonging to a Book Group is that you read books that otherwise may pass you by. We 
meet to select the books in January, and over the years have come up with a formula that 
works for us. We usually select a Classic Book for one month and a biography/nonfiction for 
another. Sometimes rather than a particular book we may choose any book by a particular 
author. Graham Green was selected last year, Hemmingway for 2015, but previously 
Margaret Atwood was also a popular choice and last year we decided to read any biography 
written by Mary Lovell. We have found that the discussion following this often leads us to read 
other books by the author recommended by fellow members. In January we try to read a 
seasonal or short story novel, something that can be picked up and put down during the very 
busy festive period. A Christmas Carol by Dickens was a popular choice but Santalands by 
the American writer David Sedaris was not what we expected it to be!! Definitely an acquired 
taste not found in our members! For this year we have chosen Moranthology by Caitlin 
Moran: a collection of her writings and musings previously published in the Times. 

The other novels we have chosen for this year are any WW1 novel; Elizabeth is Missing by 
Emma Healey; 60 Postcards by Rachel Chadwick, and the Booker prize winner The Narrow 
Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan.  

Iron Acton Book Group is however much more than just a group of people who meet to 
discuss books. We are a very sociable, friendly group, much chatting takes place and every 
year we have a Christmas Meal together at a local hostelry. Over the last 10 years I have met 
and become friends with people I may never have encountered if the Group had not been 
formed. It has been a great 10 years: here’s to the next 10!  

For further information please contact either Jane Spare: 228257 or Judith Mee: 228540  

Jill Bradshaw 
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THE ACTONIANS’ next production is……. A Pantomime… ‘Oh yes it is!’ 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
By Dee Mason 

19-21 and 27-28 November 2015 
7.30 pm Iron Acton Parish Hall 

Tickets £8 (Saturday 28 Nov (matinee only) at 2.30 pm, Children £5) 
Book at:  www.actonians.co.uk or Call: 07807 547 238 

Follow us on: https://www.facebook.com/Actonians 

We hope those of you who came, thoroughly enjoyed Agatha Christie’s ‘The Hollow’ in May. 
As always, the Actonians created a fabulous box set and Pat Stimson dressed the cast in 
wonderful 50s garb. Bob Allen’s clever direction, kept the audience guessing right until the 
end. There was much discussion of ‘who-done-it’ in the bar at the interval; including one 
youngster, who thought the ‘vamp-ire’ did it! 

This year’s autumn production is the classic pantomime – ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, written by 
one of our group, Dee Mason and directed by our Chair, Mark Whitehouse. So polish up your 
‘He’s behind yous’ and come with us on our adventure to the land of giants. Auditions for 
adults and young people are being held in the Hall on Wednesday 12 August at 7.30 pm; 
Sunday 16 & 23 August at 2.30 pm; do come along and audition for your chance to get 
involved in all the fun. 

Since the last edition we have run two exciting workshops for our members. The first at the 
end of March, by local professional actor, Mark Danbury, who gave us tips on improving our 
acting skills. It was an excellent session and we learned so much that we wanted more. 
Unfortunately, his follow-up session on stage-craft has had to be postponed, as he is filming 
in India on the date planned! 

The second, in mid-June, was given by Mark McGann, showing the enthusiastic group 
attending, how to become better directors. It was a long and thought-provoking day and 
everyone gained great in-sight into their strengths and weaknesses. Mark’s vast knowledge 
and experience was shown in this excellently planned workshop, so now our productions 
should be even better than ever! 

Recently many members of the group gave up their whole weekend to strip, clear, clean and 
re-paint the stage. We also made the backstage area secure, as there had been several 
incidents and interference with property, when we were not present; safety is paramount. 

Next Spring the production in May (19-21) will be ‘Cranford’ by Elizabeth Gaskell, adapted for 
the stage by Laura Turner. It contains the most poignant and funniest observations of life in a 
rural village in Victorian England. So do put the dates in your diary. 

If there are any budding actors out there, contact us via our website or come along to one of 
our regular Wednesday rehearsals in IAPH (from 7.30 pm). All comers welcome. 

Sarah McMahon (Publicity)     
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Iron Acton Parish Council 
 
Following elections and co-opting the Parish council now has a newly formed parish council 
with both new and old councillors.  

East Ward Iron Acton Ward 

Bob Sheppard  

Marian Lewis 

Bob Lomas (Vice Chairman) 

Lynn Noble 

Peter Bellis (Chairman) 

Mark Evans 

Dave Taylor 

Denise Smith 

 
There is currently one vacancy remaining and if anyone is interested and feel that they could 
bring something to the parish council then please contact the clerk Donna Beal for further 
information. 
 
Policies, Sites & Places Plan 

The Policies Sites and Places Plan (PSP plan) is the final document which will complete the 
South Gloucestershire Local Plan. The PSP plan will set out new planning policies for South 
Gloucestershire. This document will contain detailed planning policies to manage new 
development, allocate and safeguard sites for various types of development. 

In 2012, the National Planning Policy Framework introduced a new designation – Local Green 
Space (LGS). The Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection 
against development for green areas of particular importance to local communities. Spaces 
have been nominated through a number of opportunities during the preparation of the PSP 
Plan. Firstly, during the preparation of the PSP Plan in September 2013 through targeted 
consultation with Town/Parish Councils & Ward members; secondly, through public 
consultation during Summer 2014, and finally through follow-up engagement with 
Town/Parish Councils & Ward members from October 2014 – February 2015. The Council 
invited comments on the list of spaces nominated for designation as Local Green Space in 
accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012. This consultation period ran for a 6 week period between 18 June and 30 
July 2015. Following the completion of the consultation the responses will be appraised by 
officers, and the list of spaces for designation finalised and agreed by Council. The final list of 
spaces, which will form part of the proposed submission PSP Plan, will be subject to a 
formal public consultation – this is anticipated in September/October 2015. Further 
information and documents submitted by Iron Acton Parish council is available to view on 
South Gloucestershire Council website. 

New Homes Bonus Grant 

Iron Acton Parish Council has continued to secure the grant for teenage recreational 
equipment the Parish Council will be engaging in more and continued consultation about the 
detail of what we will be using the grant funds on. Please look on our website/notice boards 
for future details; we will also be contacting individuals who have shown an interest 
previously.  
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Parish Meadows / Play Park 

The Parish Council received the offer of a free play boat, and although we initially accepted 
we have had to overturn that decision following particular concerns that weren't immediately 
apparent.  This matter is receiving further consideration and will also involve consultation if 
there is any possibility of it proceeding. 
  
We are currently pursuing various avenues to see if it is viable to upgrade or replace the 
existing equipment for younger children in the play park. This is however separate from us 
now being able to soon replace the missing slide, the decision to replace it in principle was 
taken some time ago but we should be able to achieve it soon. It has also been agreed to 
install a new stand alone basketball hoop within the tennis courts area. Both the basket ball 
hoop and slide are now on order and we will endeavour to get both the new items installed as 
soon as possible. The Parish Council would like to thank the St James the Less Mother & 
Toddler group for supporting this and apologise that it has taken so long, but unfortunately 
there are many hurdles to overcome in achieving anything like this. 
 
As always if you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact the clerk 
Donna Beal clerk@ironactonparishcouncil.com or speak to your councillors who are always 
on hand to answer any questions you may have. 
 
 

Organic Blooms Trip 
 
On the 18th of June Iron Acton Primary School Photography Club went to Organic Blooms to 
practice our photography skills. We usually take photos in the school grounds, but we have 
also taken photos at Algar’s Manor and on school trips.  
 
As a member of the club this was a wonderful chance to practice different techniques with my 
friends. As you can see, we have used lots of different ways of using the camera. Some of us 
even got photos of insects on the flowers and chickens hiding amongst the flowers in search 
of a shady spot. The hard part was selecting our favorite photo as we had taken so many nice 
photos.  
 
So a big thank you to Organic Blooms and Jo Wright and Wendy Paul. 
 
Katie Aries  
Age 10 
 
See the following page for their amazing photographs 
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Automated External Defibrillator 
 
 
Thanks to the fund raising efforts of a member of Acton Aid, the village now has its own 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED).  It is located on an outside wall of the Parish Hall, in the 
High Street, in a secure box.  Great Western Ambulance Service is the co-ordinator for the 
device and has issued guidelines for the way it is used in an emergency. 
 
If you suspect someone is having, or is about to have, a heart attack: 
 

1. Ring 999 or 112 
 

2. Start CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) 
 

3. The ambulance service will ask you if you can send someone to get the AED and give 
you the access code for the box. 

 
4. If you are on your own they will ring a neighbour for you. 

 
5. Once you have the AED switch it on and follow the voice prompts. 

 
Having called for professional help first the Ambulance should be with you quickly.  This is very 
important as a person having a heart attack needs expert help as soon as possible. 
 
Several people living in the village have taken part in a training session using the AED.  Their 
telephone numbers are printed on the fridge magnet enclosed with this magazine.  They have 
access to the AED but please make sure you ring 999 before ringing them for assistance. 
 
The Parish Hall Committee has undertaken the responsibility for maintaining the AED.  Great 
Western Ambulance Service will prompt us once a month to check that it is in good working 
order.  They will also tell us if the device has been used so we can order the necessary 
replacement items. 
 
Let’s hope we never need to use it but it’s comforting to know we have a potentially lifesaving 
piece of equipment on our doorstep.  
 
Meryl Cook 
Parish Hall Management Committee  
 
 

Christmas Greetings (an idea from one of our team) 
 

If you'd like an alternative to sending Christmas Cards to all your friends in the Parish, why not 
insert a greeting in the Christmas edition of Local Poyntz?  

In lieu of the cost of cards you could make a contribution to the charity of your choice.  

For example: Charles & Camilla wish all their friends, in Iron Acton, a jolly Xmas and a super 
New Year. We are donating to the “Iron Acton Mole Protection” charity. 

Please send your message to the editor at pam.localpoyntz@gmail.com 
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Interiors experts on your doorstep...

Ellwood
& Clarke

Upholster… Upcycle… Update…

We provide:
Upholstery services, using traditional methods

Furniture painting, using chalk paint and specialist techniques
Bespoke soft furnishings

Curtains and blinds made to measure
Interior design and project management


No job too small, we are local (Iron Acton) and affordable.

Call Polly on 07970 738958 or Zia on 07813 823706
Or check out our facebook page www.facebook.com/ellwoodandclarke
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Iron Acton Primary School 

This term has been action packed with visits, visitors and sporting events. There is not 
enough room to mention all of them, so here are just a few of the highlights:  

In June, staff, pupils and parents spent a day exploring Lower Woods. This is a nature 
reserve near Wickwar, managed by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. The children spent a 
wonderful day exploring the different woodland areas, finding mini beasts in the river, building 
animal shelters and creating woodland art and music.   

Two governors organised an impressive “Change for Life” week .Each morning started with a 
walk to school or a wake and shake session. Once in class children tried a variety of 
activities; fruit and vegetable tasting, hand hygiene, fat and sugar boxes.  The children heard 
from a variety of visitors, including Vernon Samuels an ex Olympian, and went on a variety of 
visits including to Organic Blooms, Tesco and Hobbs bakery. However, the highlight for many 
was the daily smoothie tasting, when groups of year 6 pupils created exciting concoctions 
from various fresh fruit and herbs. Hopefully they will now be inspired and motivated to lead a 
healthy, active lifestyle. 

In July the whole school enjoyed a visit to Acton Court. They had an action packed day 
listening to bee keepers and a member of the Hawk and Owl Trust, finding flowers and 
insects in a meadow treasure hunt and playing Tudor games. The children had a guided tour 
of the house from a “Tudor” lady in a beautiful costume. She told them lots of interesting facts 
about Acton Court and the visit from Henry the eighth and his wife. The day ended with class 
3 singing a madrigal. It was a memorable day and we are very fortunate to have such an 
impressive building on our doorstep. 

We welcome the new Reception children; Most of them are familiar faces with older brothers 
and sisters in school. They have already visited their new classroom and tried a school lunch. 
We hope they will all be very happy here. 

I can remember the day Year 6 pupils came for their first day in Reception class, so it is 
rewarding to see them blossom ready to start the next new phase of their lives. They had an 
amazing 5 day residential trip to Govilon, trying new skills such as caving and hill walking. 
They are now excitedly writing their memories for the Leaver’s service and sorting out their 
outfits for the end of term PROM. They will all be sadly missed and we wish them all the very 
best of luck at their new schools. 

Well this is it. The past few weeks have flown past and I can’t believe it is my final few days. 
Being Head teacher of Iron Acton Primary has certainly been the best job in the world. I have 
just had the most wonderful tea party, packed with fond memories and kind words. 

Thank you each and every one of you for your help, friendship and support over the last 
eleven years- I shall miss you all.  

Jill Bendeaux 
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Friends of Iron Acton Primary School 

When this piece goes to print Friends of Iron Acton Primary School will be thinking about the 
year ahead and all the activities we have planned.  No doubt Academic Year 2015/2016 will be 
filled with industrious fundraising activities, many social events and numerous enterprises 
aimed at supporting the schoolchildren.    

The final terms of the last academic year were incredibly busy for us.  Way back in May we ran 
our hugely successful stall at the Village May Day celebrations.  As ever, we really enjoyed 
participating in the day and thank all the parents and carers attached to the school for helping 
to support us.  Hopefully the 2016 May Day will be equally as successful for us all. 

At the beginning of July, we organised a whole school trip to Acton Court.  All the 
schoolchildren benefitted from this highly educational and fun-filled day and we thank Acton 
Court for playing host to us.  We also thank the Hawk and Owl Trust for joining us on the day – 
what a highlight!  The heavens truly opened on the walk back to school from Acton Court but 
the children remained good spirited and enjoyed an ice lolly before home time. A special thanks 
goes to Sonya Grubb and Rachel Frise for organising the trip and to the parents who helped 
escort the children to and from school. 

On July 15th, Friends held a special Summer Tea Party on the school field to celebrate Mrs 
Bendeaux’s reign as Headmistress.  During the afternoon, every class paid tribute to Mrs 
Bendeaux in the form of songs, poems and memories and an ornamental pear tree was 
planted in her honour.  Hopefully in the years to come this tree will flourish and everyone will 
think fondly of Mrs Bendeaux and everything she brought to the school. Thanks go to Organic 
Blooms for organising the tree planting and the associated plaque. 

On the last day of school the Leavers’ Service took place in St James the Less Church.  Here 
we all bid a fond farewell to our Year 6 pupils.  Friends gave a leaving gift to every Year 6 in the 
form of books.  We also presented special Award Cups to five of the schoolchildren – a lasting 
legacy to Mrs Bendeaux.   

And finally, on Saturday 18th July, we held our ever popular End of School Year Prom.  There 
was a good turnout of pupils and everyone had a great time dancing to the ever faithful tunes of 
DJ Noel.  A final thanks here goes to those who helped make the Prom great – you know who 
you are!  And to the Year 6s - we wish you all well as you embrace life beyond Iron Acton 
Primary School. 

So now we are resting as a Committee…but not for long!  On the first day back at school in 
September we will be holding a Coffee and Cake Morning for the parents/carers of the new 
Reception children.  If you are one such parent/carer please consider yourself invited to this.  
We will be holding court in The Lamb Inn from 9am.  Don’t have breakfast that morning – you 
will need room for a slice or two of cake! 

As ever, Friends seeks new members.  We are a friendly bunch on the Committee – eager to 
fundraise and to help the school but also keen to socialise and have fun.  If you would like to 
join us then please come along to our meetings and socials.  You don’t have to come to every 
meeting.  You don’t even have to say or do much.  We just welcome the odd idea, the odd half 
hour of help on a stall and the occasional moment of support during an activity on our 
calendar.  

Find us on Facebook……………………………………………………                                

By Annie King (Chairperson)  



YOUNG POYNTZ 

Editorial 

 

Hi my name is Jess, I’m 13 years old and I love to write.  

I really would like to be a journalist when I am older which is why I joined the Local Poyntz 
team earlier this year and it seems as a result of that I have, in a way, started my job ambition 
early! 

I have also written editorials for the church magazine and entered story competitions (sadly I 
haven’t won yet but I am still trying!) 

I am very grateful to everyone who has been helping me fulfil my dream, including the Local 
Poyntz team and the church magazine for welcoming my writing and editing. 

You may already know that I am the editor of the “Young Poyntz” section of the magazine 
which means I need to collect articles from any willing young people in the village and usually 
do something of my own as well.  

As you will see, we have been well supported in this issue with some interesting pieces but I 
would love to have lots more in the Christmas edition – why not write about your summer 
holidays as people will be looking for ideas of what to do (or not!) in 2016? 

 So if you are 18 or under and you live in or are involved in Iron Acton please email me on 
jess.localpoyntz@gmail.com. 

 I’m really excited by this section as I think it brings something new to the magazine and 
shows what an array of talent we have amongst the young people of Iron Acton. 

 It’s great to see people getting involved and I hope many more will so come on, don’t be shy, 
get tapping on your keyboard and send me your stories! 

Jessica Hatherell 

. A Story Opener 

 

I was very confused standing there in the middle of the night waiting for something to happen 
to me. Then it hit me. I ran on down the road, wet mud catching to the end of my black dress. 
How could I have been so stupid? X marks the spot! I had seen a red cross marked on a 
house door just big enough to see. I stopped and fell to the ground my dress now absolutely 
covered in brown mud. I was there. The lights inside were out and I was about to do it, me, all 
on my own to prove my sister wrong………………. 

An opening paragraph for a short story by Tilly Aries, aged 11.  
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Brimsham Green School Band Tour to Barcelona 2015 

At the end of July I went on a school trip to the wonderful city of Barcelona. I have never been to 
Spain before and it’s safe to say it gave me an amazing first impression! It was also my first time 
touring with our school orchestra, playing second alto saxophone, making it an even more 
unique and exciting experience. 

Day 1: After a 26 hour, non-stop coach journey I was relieved to be going to a water park for our 
first day. We spent most of the day on huge slides and rides or in swimming pools under 
sprinklers, forgetting to top up our sun cream! After the park we drove to a quiet, little town 
where we would be playing our first concert. We still had a couple of hours before set up and so 
were allowed to have a bit of retail therapy time! I was surprised at how cheap Spain seemed to 
be but that probably wasn’t a good thing since there was a “Haribo” shop in this town! Finally it 
was time for our concert and even though it was sweltering to start with it soon cooled down and 
people started to come and watch us. We played outside in Lloret de Mar, a very quiet, fairly old 
town. We were in a square surrounded by cafes and souvenir shops. We were just on the 
ground and played for an hour. Even in the heat it was thrilling and uplifting. 

Day 2:  The next day was fantastic. We spent the day in the heart of Barcelona and we saw 
Gaudi’s breath- taking, but still unfinished, Cathedral. We were then let loose into streets full of 
souvenir shops and markets. I went crazy, buying everything that caught my eye! After buying a 
lot of souvenirs I stumbled on a beautiful corner shop that sold records and music books. I 
bought a saxophone book, a far more appropriate souvenir and one I will treasure forever. Back 
at the hotel, to my relief, we were allowed a swim. After a game of water volleyball (something 
I’ve never tried before) we freshened up in our rooms and went down for supper, always an 
interesting experience. There was always a mixture of strange things on my plate such as: 
paella, fish fingers and pasta! I think I preferred breakfast which was an array of pastries: 
croissants, chocolate, cinnamon, honey and apple pastries, everything was delicious. It was time 
for our concert, at 10 pm, which felt even better than the first one. We were playing in a busy, 
large town. Unlike the first one we were on a raised, round stage. The darkness made it more 
atmospheric and more people turned up. The town’s people kindly gave us bags of food that 
consisted of muffins, chocolate and apple juice as a thank you. 

Day 3:  For the last day we went to a Spanish theme park. I went on the rapids first and wasn’t 
getting wet until a sprinkler at the very end of the ride went all over me! We then waited in the 
long queue for the log flume which was well worth the wait! It had a huge drop, there were 
hilarious pictures capturing us going down! Our very last concert was pretty much just outside 
our hotel so once we had got back and eaten some supper we walked there and set up our 
stands and chairs for the last time. Our hotel was in a small town called Tossa de Mar and we 
were playing in a little square with a few chairs set out for an audience. It made it a very 
emotional concert because some people were leaving school and would never do a concert 
again. It was the best concert out of the three and the best I’ve ever done. I played as well as I 
could. Hundreds of people turned up, emerging from cafes, hotels and parks and having to over 
flow onto the walls and even the other side of the river to watch us. Sitting on the stage, in the 
dark, with lights shining on us and watching people sway to our last song - Queen in Concert - 
was the most incredible feeling I have ever felt. 

Jessica Hatherell 
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Movie Madness Word Search by Ellie Ridler 

	  

Aladdin  Frozen  Shrek  Toy Story   

Cars  Pirates  Tangled  Up 

Despicable Me Planes  The Lion King Wreck it Ralph	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

H	   S	   R	   A	   C	   T	   U	   L	   G	   I	   D	   T	   U	   A	  
X	   T	   J	   M	   B	   S	   Z	   G	   X	   S	   E	   W	   E	   L	  
W	   Y	   G	   N	   C	   D	   C	   R	   F	   V	   S	   T	   G	   A	  
A	   R	   I	   B	   A	   S	   E	   N	   A	   L	   P	   B	   Y	   D	  
T	   H	   E	   C	   R	   O	   O	   D	   S	   H	   I	   N	   U	   D	  
Q	   U	   S	   C	   C	   J	   M	   I	   K	   O	   C	   L	   P	   I	  
E	   I	   P	   N	   K	   H	   L	   Q	   W	   E	   A	   R	   T	   N	  
R	   O	   A	   P	   F	   I	   Y	   U	   I	   O	   B	   P	   A	   S	  
Y	   M	   Y	   I	   R	   D	   T	   A	   N	   G	   L	   E	   D	   F	  
R	   C	   M	   R	   O	   G	   F	   R	   O	   Z	   E	   N	   H	   J	  
O	   M	   U	   A	   Z	   K	   L	   Z	   A	   X	   M	   C	   V	   B	  
T	   L	   J	   T	   C	   N	   M	   Q	   A	   L	   E	   W	   S	   E	  
S	   H	   R	   E	   K	   D	   R	   F	   T	   U	   P	   G	   Y	   H	  
Y	   P	   L	   S	   A	   I	   K	   O	   L	   P	   I	   H	   Z	   C	  
O	   G	   M	   B	   T	   B	   M	   X	   V	   N	   I	   M	   I	   F	  
T	   H	   E	   L	   I	   O	   N	   K	   I	   N	   G	   T	   I	   E	  

   YOUNG POYNTZ
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           Small Pieces by the Children of Iron Acton Primary School



Uganda Trip 2016 Update 
 
Hello! We are students at Brimsham Green School in Yate. We are part of a 12-strong 
team of students in years 11 & 12 who have been selected to travel to the Hosanna 
Primary School in Kampala, Uganda in the summer of 2016. 
 
Hosanna Primary School and Brimsham Green School are part of a global partnership 
and we will be the fourth group of students from our school to visit Hosanna. For the 
trip to go ahead we need to raise an enormous £25,000. This will fund the cost of 
flights, accommodation and enable us to take much needed resources to Hosanna 
School. We will be in Uganda for two weeks, spending the first week teaching at 
Hosanna School and organising a sports day for all 850 pupils there. In the second 
week we will be taking some of the P7 (equivalent to our Year 7) pupils from Hosanna 
on safari. This will be an incredible experience for them as well as us.  
 
We have been very busy fundraising during the summer term (in addition to all of us 
taking GCSE or AS Level exams). We had a stall at May Day, held a Race Night at 
Yate Town FC, a car boot sale at YOSC, helped at Iron Acton Primary School & helped 
Acton Aid at Proms in the Meadow. Not to mention a sponsored swim, bag packing at 
Morrisons, raffles, tombolas and lots of cake sales!  
 
Our next village event will be on Saturday 26th September at St James the Less 
Church in Iron Acton. We will be hosting Afternoon Tea from 2pm to 4:30pm and the 
church tower will also be open for anyone with a head for heights. All proceeds will go 
towards the Uganda Trip. 
 
As always, we hope that you will be able to support us in our efforts. And if you see us 
out and about fund raising please come and chat to us. We will be very happy to tell 
you more about the partnership with Hosanna Primary School and our planned trip. Or, 
you can find out more by visiting our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/hosannatripuganda2016?fref=ts 
 
Molly Haselhan & Joe Hatherell 
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Iron Acton Toddler Group 

We had our annual summer trip in June and this year it was to Noah's Ark Zoo Farm. It was a 
beautiful day and we had lots of fun! After being taken on a long scenic route there by our 
coach driver, we headed straight for a tractor ride around the farm. The lady driver gave us a 
very informative tour and the bumpiest tractor ride ever! The children then enjoyed petting 
some very well behaved guinea pigs on their laps and feeding live insects to the meerkats! 
After a picnic lunch and a splash in the play area, we visited the large animals; rhinos 
sunbathing, a prowling tiger, an enormous elephant, graceful giraffes and an amazing, if slighty 
unnerving, close encounter with the lions! 
 
As in previous years, this trip was funded by our share of the profits from May Day, so a big 
thank you to all the mums who helped on our bookstall and ride-on area. We are also donating 
a sum of money towards the installation of a slide in the park.  
 
We ended the term with a garden party and singing with Jazzy Jamboree. The weather could 
have been warmer but thankfully it stayed dry and the children had a great time.  
 
We will be missing all those starting school in September and hoping you are settling in well. 
 
Ann and I would like to say thank you to The Toddler Group mums for our lovely cards and kind 
presents and for all the help and support you have given us. We have loved the last 6 years 
and have made some fantastic friends. Thank you so much to Ann for everything you've done 
for The Toddler Group. We will miss you and I know you will miss it immensely too. We are 
glad you will still be popping in from time to time for a cuppa and a catch up with us.  
 
We have now passed the running of the group in to the very capable hands of Rachel and 
Polly.  
 
If you are interested in joining this friendly Toddler Group please contact Rachel Frise (07789 
987345) or Polly Ellwood (07970 738958). We meet every Friday 10.30-12.30 in the Marshall 
Rooms.  
 
Katie Curtis 

 

	  

	  

Share	  and	  Prayer	  

Join	  in	  with	  local	  friends	  at	  coffee	  time	  

Saturday	  19th	  Sept,	  9.30-‐10.30am	  

@	  Fairview	  Cottage,	  1	  Fairview	  Terrace,	  Iron	  Acton	  
Please	  contact	  Pete	  and	  Chris	  Bellis	  01454	  228065	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



 

 

 

St James the Less 

All are welcome at our services, The All Age is as the name 
suggests giving an opportunity for all to gather to worship and 
learn about the Christian Faith in an informal service which 
often involves our younger members of the community.  We 
follow the service with a very popular chance to enjoy a cup of 
coffee and delicious cake 
 
Service Times - We now have a regular rota of services with 
Holy Communion every week 9:15 except the second Sunday 
of each month where we have a family service at 9:30.  We 
also meet at 11:00 every Wednesday in the Marshall Rooms 
with either Morning Praise or Holy Communion. 
 
All our services are meaningful and you may like to make a note of some to come 
this autumn. 
 
The rota is fairly well fixed but please visit the church where the service sheets will 
identify any changes 
 
October 11th at 9.30 we celebrate The Harvest where you are invited to bring along 
produce or non-perishable items for auction after the service the proceeds from 
which are donated to charity.  
 
November 8th at 9.30  the All Age Service includes The Acton of Remembrance 
with the laying of wreaths. 
 
Church Officers and contact details 
 
Church Wardens  Carol Groom    07890 410540 
      
    Peter Huish     07768 005483 
         
PCC Secretary                     Jon Aries                              01454 228037 
PCC Treasurer                    Penny Wheeler                     01454 228544 
 
PCC Members                    Annette Bishop                    01454 228642 
                                              Pauline Horne                     01454 776420 
                                              Liza Hatherall                      01454 228725 
                                              Heather Tillotson                 01454 227419 
                                              Roger Hinder                       01454 228650 

Di Heal                                  01454 228498 
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Tel: 01454 228109 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 

Game Farm, Latteridge BS37 9TY 

Website: www.patrickpinker.com 

Sunday 10am - 4pm 

The Store  
that has more 




