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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Local Poyntz team: - Jon Aries, Caroline Haselhan, Jessica Hatherell, Sarah Ridler, Amanda 
Scott, Jane Spare, John Wright, Marilyn Wright and myself, Pamela McCoy. 
 
DISTRIBUTION. Our thanks to all distributors and also to those additional people who have 
volunteered their help. 
 
MAGAZINE.  
This edition marks the end of our first year and it is incredible how quickly the time has gone. 
It has, at times, been a little difficult but overall a really enjoyable experience. Any comments, 
negative or positive, will be welcomed, so please write to me. 
ARTICLES – we are delighted to have received articles, from Eileen Hughes, David Escott 
and Tim Grubb, telling the history of this Parish and hope that they will continue. If there is 
anyone who has any other history or stories to tell please contact me, Pam McCoy. 
ADVERTISING – it is not our intention to make this magazine an advertising handout, but 
we do need to cover our printing costs. We anticipate that, from time to time, some 
advertisers will withdraw their adverts and so new sponsors will always be appreciated.  
 
GLORIA JEAN – Our thanks to Brian Hackland who supplied the front page image and 
also allowed us to use a copy of his beautiful painting, which you will see on page 4.  
 
WEBSITE 
We hope that you are finding some time to explore the website which contains a lot of photos, 
and information about events within our Parish. You will also find a copy of each magazine 
and the websites of all advertisers. If you wish to contribute to the website please contact Jon 
Aries  localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
FLYERS  
We are always willing to include any flyers, with the magazine. 
 
PHOTO’S  
I am still looking for photographs of the Parish, which depict the seasons, to put on the front 
page of the magazine. They must be portrait, of good quality and clearly of our Parish. I need 
a photo for the summer edition, so please search through your i-photo’s, or whichever system 
you use, and get in touch with me. I would really like a photo of the proms, please. 
 
If you wish to advertise, contribute an article or write a letter, please contact me, Pamela 
McCoy 01454 228874 e-mail pam.localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
The deadline for the Summer edition is 2nd May. Nothing can be 
accepted after that date. 
 
Front-page image was courtesy of Brian Hackland 
 
Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing Ltd. 01249 823950 
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The recent history of Gloria Jean 

She’s an ex lifeboat, that was installed as part of a National Trust and Forestry Commission 
public art exhibition in Leigh Woods, South Bristol, between April and September 2015. She’s 
a glorious 9.2 metres long, 3 metres wide and weighs 5.5 Tonnes.  

As the exhibition came to an end Acton Aid heard that all of the boats were looking for new 
homes, specifically community organisations were offered the chance to claim one – as you 
see from this lovely painting, Iron Acton was successful.  

The idea was to install her within the tots play area of the Parish Meadows, so that she could 
be used as a ‘prop’ where the little ones could let their imaginations run wild on the high seas 
(but without all the water).  

Acton Aid and a band of really community spirited people took on the civil engineering project 
of getting her in. This was no mean feat, she’s long, tall and heavy and we had to ‘magic’ her 
across the muddy meadows without causing a mess.  

Installation turned out to be a long day but a great success; she was in and with only minor 
damage to the Hatherell’s gate.  

Reports came in virtually straight away of the new games and fun the children were getting 
from Gloria Jean, which made the whole project seem completely worthwhile.  

Acton Aid donated her and all the installation costs to the Parish Council who are the 
custodians of the Parish Meadows, but no doubt we’ll still be seen down with Gloria Jean, 
helping to keep her ‘ship shape’.   

Rob Taylor   
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Past Poyntz 
 

Shops in Iron Acton (Part 2) 
 
This is the second article on “Iron Acton Shops” and refers to shops and amenities that were in 
the village over 50 years ago. Then there was no need to leave the village. 
 
DOCTORS 
If you were unwell three weekly surgeries were held in the village. Dr Crossman and his wife 
Alice practiced in the White House, Dr O’Sullivan in the old Post Office and another doctor held 
a surgery in the Clove Hitch in Park Street. 
 
SHOE SHOPS 
There was no need to go barefooted as the village had three shoe shops. Miss Millie 
Mainstone sold new shoes at Primrose Cottage. Mr Ford sold and repaired shoes at Frome 
House (and subsequently opened the shoe shop ”Fords” in Thornbury) and Oliver Stiff 
repaired shoes in a shop adjoining the butchers. And of course The Old Saddlers sold 
saddlery. 
 
FOOD SHOPS 
Take aways also existed. A fish and chip van run by Mr Gale plied his trade on the village 
green once a week. But if you fancied “faggots and peas” you took your own basin to a cottage 
opposite the Marshall rooms and bought a portion from Mrs Bateman. You could buy milk and 
home-made butter from Mrs Gurd at Green Cottage on the village green which she churned 
herself on the premises. 
 
UNDERTAKERS 
There were two undertakers. Mr Fugell, who lived in a cottage close to Laburnum House and 
Mr Arthur Mainstone who lived at Elmcroft. 
 
HARDWARE 
Coal could be obtained from a Coal Merchant called Mr Gale, who lived in Laburnum House, 
but operated from a site next to The White Hart Inn. Hardware goods and paraffin could be 
bought from a travelling van driven by Mr Harris, whose son used to run a shop in 
Winterbourne. 
 
MILL 
Algars Mill was still a working mill, run by the Shepherd family. The last working miller was Mr 
Edwin Shepherd, the uncle of Mrs Doris King who still lives in the High Street. 
 
WORKHOUSE 
If you came on hard times the Victorian Workhouse would rescue you. It is still standing but 
has been turned into cottages and is the L-shaped building on the other side of the bypass 
fronting the Latteridge Road.  
 
Again I apologise if some of these facts are incorrect but I would like to know the correct 
version. 
 
Eileen Hughes  
Email: r_and_e@onetel.com 
 
 



Iron Acton Primary School in World War One 
 
From 1874 Iron Acton Primary School, like other schools, kept a daily diary of events and 
administrative matters written by the Headmaster. In it, Mr. James Charles Heddon, 
headmaster for 43 years until 1917 and his successor Mr. Henry Percival Short recorded 
details of attendance, expenditure on books and equipment, school visitors and inspections. 
The Managers also kept minutes of their quarterly meetings held in The Rectory and these 
too contain interesting snippets of information about daily life in the school and the village. 
 
100 boys and girls attended the school in 1914 (rising to 108 in 1918) and they were divided 
into infants and six 'standards' taught, in 1917, by four full-time teachers and a trainee. The 
list of teachers who taught at the school includes Miss E. Land, Miss Maude James, Mrs. Fry 
(supply), Miss Champion, Miss Mainstone, Miss Gates (Cookery & House-wifery), Miss 
Margaret Parsons, Miss Daisy Corp, Miss Miller, Miss England, Mr. Francis G. Dutfield 
(student teacher), Miss Cockett (Gloucestershire County Instructress of Needlework) and Mr. 
Manning (Gloucester County Horticultural Instructor). Pupils are rarely mentioned but there 
are some familiar village names in the diaries. The two girls who “are further excluded from 
attendance owing to the continued verminous state of their heads” shall remain nameless but 
Frank Dyer, R. Parker and D. Parker were deserving of commendation in a 1915 Diocesan 
Inspector's Report. 
 
There were frequent visits by His Majesty's Inspectors who inspected the work done in the 
school, Nurses Goddard, Newsome and Cartwright were constantly inspecting heads on the 
look-out for nits and Drs. Rhind, Grey and Blake undertook medical inspections. It is unclear 
whether attendance was particularly bad at the school but, from 1917, there were also 
monthly visits by the Attendance Officer. Before this the diaries do make frequent mention of 
the percentage and average attendance and these were often affected by illnesses that are 
rare today (measles, mumps, whooping-cough), cold weather and snow and even a “fair held 
on the village green.” 
 
The Rector, and chair of the school managers, George Rickards Browne also visited every 
week to check the registers. On 25th June 1914 His Majesty's Inspector described the school 
in the following terms: 
 

“This School has improved since the last inspection. Tests in Arithmetic and 
Composition were worked with creditable success by the older scholars, 
and oral questions on Geography, Mental Arithmetic etc. were answered 
with intelligence. The written work throughout the school gives evidence of 
painstaking effort and the instruction of the two lower classes is generally 
successful. The importance of developing the children's powers of speech 
has not been overlooked, but the teachers' efforts in this direction are 
hindered by the presence of three classes in an undivided room, which 
appears to be unusually resonant. The desks are too far from the seats, but 
this defect can easily be remedied. The room in which the Infants are taught 
does not provide sufficient space for free movements and suitable 
exercises. The instruction is on the whole successful and the children are 
happy in their work.” 

 
The school was also frequently inspected by the Church authorities and on the 21st August 
1914 the Diocese reported on the children's religious education: 
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“Infants. Some very young. Kind sympathetic treatment, children interested. 
Standards I II. A little uneven; good work in II. Repetition well prepared. 
Standards III IV. Good average, work well explained, children able to 
reproduce subject matter in their own words. Standard V. Scripture and 
Catechism very good indeed answering well distributed. St VI. Also very 
good: the two girls forming this standard prepared good written essays and 
answered well. Throughout, the work has been carefully explained and the 
children seem to have a fair grasp of its general nature and bearing.” 

 
While the headmaster frequently reports on the minutiae of school life the declaration of war on 
August 4th 1914 goes un-mentioned in the school diary. The first mention of the war was by the 
School Managers, at their meeting on November 30th 1914, when, after discussing the 
forthcoming prosecution of a Mrs. Harrison for verbally abusing Mrs. James about her 
punishment of the children, they agreed to defer the installation of a glazed partition in the 
schoolroom until after the conclusion of the war. It was not until the 22nd May 1915 when the 
children “received a holiday on the occasion of the visit of the recruiting detachment of the 
6th Gloucester Regiment under Colonel Woodcock” that the war was mentioned again. 
 
By February 1916, after a year and a half of war, the increased cost of building and the risk of 
air raids forced the Managers to increase the insurance on the school from £600 and £300 
respectively to £1000 and £500 and begin insuring against war risks. 
 
After the close of the Battle of the Somme in November 1916, the men on the Western Front 
dug in for what was to be an exceptionally cold winter. In March 1917 the schoolgirls played 
their part in helping the soldiers by knitting 60 pairs of socks and sending them to men “who 
have gone from Iron Acton.” The Managers reported that the soldiers were very grateful and, in 
April 1917 a further £1 worth of wool was supplied by the managers for the girls to knit more. 
The school also contributed to the war effort by sending waste paper to a mill in Nailsworth and 
the children had a number of afternoons off for collecting blackberries. Lessons in gardening 
were also introduced in 1918 in the school garden no doubt to help with food shortages at the 
later stages of the war. 
 
On the 25th March 1918 the headmaster was absent visiting his brother who was ordered for 
foreign service. The student teacher, Francis G. Dutfield was absent on 21st March 1918 
attending the recruiting office in Bristol. 
 
The war, in a sense, continued to impact on the school beyond November 11th 1918. 
Throughout late 1918 and early 1919 the diaries are full of mentions of absences due to 
influenza. There was “still much illness amongst the children” and the school was closed on a 
number of occasions in November and December. 
 
On 11th November 1918 the children were given a holiday “as Germany surrendered in the 
morning” and in July 1919 the King gave an extra week’s holiday in the summer to celebrate 
peace. On the 28th November 1919 “the children assembled on the school green where Mrs. 
Browne planed the “Peace Oak,” a gift from Lord Ducie.”  
 
Does anyone know where the School Green was and what happened to the Peace Oak – we’d 
love to hear via email. 
 
Tim Grubb 
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Acton Aid 

November saw the annual fireworks in the Meadows. It was a really successful event and 
thanks to all who turned out, especially as this year, for a number of reasons, we had to hold 
it on a Sunday evening.  We plan to be back on a Saturday for 2016 so everyone can relax 
without the spectre of Monday morning dampening spirits. 

The Iron Acton navy continues to thrive and Gloria Jean has established herself as part of life 
in the Parish. Like many working vessels, she requires a little maintenance work which is 
planned soon, but it’s good to see and hear children playing on her and, we hope, 
establishing some great memories. Working with Gloria Jean has also brought together all 
parts of the Parish and we are especially grateful for the ongoing support of Iron Acton Parish 
Council.  We were particularly pleased to work with the PC and help support the exciting new 
play equipment currently under construction in the meadows. It does look fantastic and worlds 
apart from the sparsely equipped playgrounds I remember when I was a child – but then I was 
brought up in the Midlands. 

At Christmas we put together and distributed Christmas parcels for senior citizens across the 
parish. One lady contacted us to let us know that she had not received one. Our apologies to 
her and anyone who should have received a Christmas parcel and did not get one. We do our 
best to keep lists up to date – please do let us know if you or someone else should be 
receiving a Christmas parcel and is not getting one. We aim to give parcels to everyone in the 
Parish aged 65 or over. 

It’s now time for me to hand over the Chair of Acton Aid to Simon Cross and wish him the 
very best for a fantastic year. There will also be a change of Secretary as Jason Haselhan 
hangs up his notebook after several outstanding years in the post. Voluntary organisations 
live and die by the efforts of their members and Jason has contributed more time, energy, 
expertise and patience than most – thanks Jase. 

Thanks also to everyone who has helped with and supported our events and activities over 
the past twelve months and let’s look forward to the next year with excitement. In particular, 
given how fast time flies, it may be worth making a note of the dates for this year’s musical 
events, the Mash and Proms which will be on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd July 2016. More on 
this soon.  

If you’d like to find out more about us or think that we can be of help, we’d love to hear from 
you. Please do contact me on 07747 533312, or have a look at our website 
www.actonaid.org.uk 

Dominic Walters 
Chairman 
Acton Aid 

9



THE ACTONIANS next production is….. 

CRANFORD 

By Elizabeth Gaskell; adapted for the stage by Laura Turner 

19-21 May 2016 
7.30 pm Iron Acton Parish Hall 

Tickets £8  
Book at:  www.actonians.co.uk or Call: 07807 547 238 

email: actonians@outlook.com 

Follow us on: https://www.facebook.com/Actonians 

We have just found out that our production of Agatha Christie’s ‘The Hollow’, has been 
nominated by NODA for the Wilfred Roe Trophy for Stage Decor. Well done to Bob Allen and 
all his team! 

Our next production is that classic ‘Cranford’ by Elizabeth Gaskell, adapted for the stage by 
Laura Turner. It contains the most poignant and funniest observations of life in a rural village 
in Victorian England (many of you will have seen the BBC series). I chose this version of the 
story and discovered that there were many links between it and myself. It was first performed 
in 2011 in the grounds of Picton Castle in Pembrokeshire – I was brought up in 
Pembrokeshire, at school I was in Picton House and my father was a trustee of the estate for 
many years. How spooky is that? 

The costumes will be as fabulous as ever and there is a twist in how the scenery is 
constructed and made (our thanks to Iron Acton Craft Group for their help with this). If you 
want to know more you will just have to come along! 

Following on from the successful workshops of last year, we are running two more for our 
members. The first, on Saturday 12 March, by local professional actor, Mark Danbury, who 
will concentrate on the skills needed for acting in crowd and chorus scenes. The second, on 
Saturday 2 April, by Mark McGann, who will add to the skills needed to improve as a director, 
concentrating on what to look for when casting and how to mould a team. Both workshops will 
run from 10 am – 4.30 pm.  

If there are any budding actors out there, contact us via our email or come along to one of our 
regular Wednesday night rehearsals in IAPH (from 7.30 pm). All comers welcome. 

Sarah McMahon (Publicity) 
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CRAFT GROUP                                                      
 
 
Two years on and I pleased to say my "little dream" of starting up a craft group is still going 
strong. Thank you to all the members for keeping the dream a reality, I couldn't continue it 
without you all. 
 
Over the past few months a huge variety of projects have been started, and most finished! 
There are knitters, sewers, chrocheters, quilt makers, felters and jewellery makers to mention 
a few. Some have learnt to stitch cards, or embroider beautiful pictures and then have them 
framed to admire. 
 
A lot of "Christmas" items were designed and made to sell on our stall for the Christmas 
Church Fayre back in November. In fact some new ideas are at this very moment being made 
in readiness for this Christmas (not by me as I'm not so organised), but you'll have to wait to 
see them! 
 
We have raised over £340 for The children’s home and education centre in Kathmandu, our 
chosen charity for last year, and thank you everyone who helped make this possible. 
 
In my last article I asked, as I usually do, for any donations of wool or material and I would like 
to say a big thank you for the staggering amount I received. A lot of this gets used up in the 
making of projects to sell on our stall, or on the numerous projects we get involved in, or by 
some of us buying it and putting the money towards the charity collection. So if you have 
some wool or cotton fabric that's unloved and cluttering up the place, please contact me and 
I'm happy to collect. 
 
Last but not least, we always welcome new members. If sitting and enjoying a couple of hours 
relaxing while you knit, sew etc. appeals, and to be part of a lovely friendly group then please 
come along, bring a project to finish or start a new one!  Every Friday afternoon between 1.30 
pm and 3.30pm in the committee room, Iron Acton Parish Hall. No membership required, you 
pay £2.50 per session this includes a drink and biscuit. I very much look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
June  
01454 228760 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

Nicola	  Webber	  
07818	  047642	  

nicola.webber@alliedwessex.co.uk	  
	  

Contact	  me	  today	  for	  a	  competitive	  Insurance	  Quotation	  
for	  your	  Home,	  Car,	  Business	  or	  Rented	  Property	  

Allied	  Wessex	  Ltd	  is	  authorised	  and	  
	  regulated	  by	  the	  Financial	  Conduct	  Authority	  

	  
	  
	  
	  



Iron Acton K9 Club 
 
We all enjoyed a wonderful Christmas with lots of fun events. Our first event was a Christmas 
meal for our handlers at The Lamb – a really enjoyable evening with good food, drink and a 
doggy quiz. Many thanks to Tracey and Brendon together with all their staff for helping to 
make it such a lovely night. We then met at The Globe on a very wet Sunday morning for a 
sponsored walk to the Lamb. We were hoping to walk by the river and across the fields but 
the ground was just too wet so we had to divert along Frampton End Road. The dogs had a 
wonderfully sociable run around whenever there was a chance to be off lead. Our next event 
was our Doggy party – always fun for everyone -  followed by a raffle. Together, all these 
events raised £368 which has been donated to Bristol Cats and Dogs Home to help them with 
their work. 
 
The new year saw us back to obedience training in Rangeworthy Village Hall on Monday 
evenings and activities on Sunday afternoons at 2.30pm in Iron Acton. For more details on 
class times and trainers see our website www.ironactonk9club.co.uk  
 
Our obedience classes are very busy with training for all ages from puppies to training to 
Kennel Club Good Citizens Bronze, Silver and Gold standards followed by our club class for 
more experienced members.  
 
Helen Case with Nellie recently passed their bronze assessment and successful at silver 
were John Pattinson with Lyra, Ros Weddell with Harry, Gemma Bushell with Spencer, Mike 
Connor with Bonney, Angela Smith with Carson and Phil Stevens with Kai. Well done 
everyone. Hopefully with the evenings becoming lighter we will have lots of opportunities to 
work outside on Gold standard exercises.  
 
The club is introducing “clicker training” to classes at all levels and our trainers continue 
working with Karen Yeandle of ExEmplar Dogs to brush up their own skills.    

We are hoping to organise a Dogstacle Course in The Parish Meadows as part of the village 
May Day on 2nd May. So come along to see us and give it a try. 
 
If you would like more information about classes please ring Sue 01454 228803 or Karen 
01454 228891 or see our website – address above. 
 
Tummy rubs all round.   
 
Sue. 
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Small  & fr iendly family  run business  
Luxury accommodation 

All  breeds welcome 
 

Inspections welcome by appointment 
For more  info cal l :  01454 228374 

 

Elm Farm, Bristol  Road,  Iron Acton,  Bristol ,  
BS37 9TF 

www.elm-farm.net  

 

	  

	  

                                               TOP GROOM 
City & Guilds Qualified Dog  

Grooming.                                           
Elm Farm Boarding Kennels 
Iron Acton BS37 9TF.  
Tel.  07708300672               



The English Year 
 
March 1st. St David’s Day – St Dewi, anglicized as St David was a 6th century monk and 
bishop. He was adopted as patron saint of Wales in 12th century. Shakespeare (Henry V 1599) 
ridiculed the wearing of leeks on St David’s day. 
March 2nd.St Chad’s Day – The 1st bishop of Mercia. Famous in the sphere of medicinal wells 
and healing. 
March 3rd. St Winwaloe’s Day – An obscure Breton saint of the 6th century. 
March 5th. St Piran’s Day – Patron saint of Cornish tin-miners. 
March 6th. St Tibba’s Day – Patron saint of falconers and wildfowlers. 
March 9th. St Constantine’s Day – Celebrated in Cornwall by a game of Hurling. 
2nd Monday of March – Commonwealth Day. Remnants of Empire Day, which was inaugurated 
in 1901. 
March 12th. St Gregory’s Day – Pope Gregory the Great (540-604) sent Augustine to convert 
the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity. 
March 17th. St Patrick’s Day – The patron saint of Ireland of English origin, he brought 
Christianity to Ireland. He has 2 famous exploits – banning all snakes from Ireland and using 
the shamrock to explain the Trinity. 
4th Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday. Young people (usually women) working away from 
home visit their families, bringing gifts and sharing a meal. 
March 25th. Annunciation/Lady Day – The day that the Angel Gabriel visited Mary and 
announced the conception of Christ. This is also the day (since medieval times) when rents 
and other legal payments must be settled. 
 
March/April – Palm Sunday – start of Holy Week, commemorates Christ’s entry into Jerusalem 
Maundy Thursday – day before Good Friday when the monarch presents Maundy gifts to the 
eldery. 
Good Friday – commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Presumed to be derived from 
“God’s Friday”. 
Easter Day – The day that Christ rose from the tomb. The Easter egg can symbolize new life, 
birth and regeneration. 
April 21st. Queen Elizabeth 2nd Birthday 
April 23rd. St George’s Day – Patron Saint of England. He may not have existed at all! The 
main contender was born in Cappadocia and served in the Roman army. During the 
persecution of Christians he was tortured in every way possible and finally beheaded (AD 303). 
The legend of his fight with a dragon was added in 13th century. The display of flags bearing 
the red cross is a relatively recent phenomenon. 
 
May 1st International Labor Day – It was originally a celebration of the coming of Spring, with 
various floral displays.  
May 19th. St Dunstan’s Day – Patron saint of locksmiths, jewelers and goldsmiths. 
May 24th. The old Empire Day 
Whitsun – 7th Sunday after Easter. Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples, in the form of 
tongues of fire. Official name is “Pentecost”. 
May 29th. Royal Oak Day – When Charles 2nd rode into London and restored the monarchy. 
 
 
David McCoy 
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Friends of Iron Acton Primary School 

In non-traditional style, I am keeping writing to a minimum for once! 

List of Upcoming Events in our ever busy calendar:  

4th February 2016 – Theatre Workshop for the Schoolchildren. By the time Local Poyntz 
goes to print this event, entitled ‘Vikings’ Weapons’, will have  happened. We are anticipating 
much enjoyment and curriculum based learning from the Workshop which is fully funded by 
Friends. 

Sunday 28th February 2016 – Open Gardens at Algars Manor, Iron Acton, 2-5pm. Raising 
money for the National Garden Scheme that supports Macmillan Care, Marie Curie & Hospice 
Care. 

Friday 18th March 2016 – Quiz & Curry Night in the Parish Hall, Iron Acton. Ticket price 
includes participation in the Quiz and choice of a  meat or vegetarian curry. There will be a 
licensed bar. Tickets will be on sale beforehand from any member of Friends (see posters 
around the village nearer the time). Tickets will also be available on the door. So pencil this 
date into your diaries. This event is open to all Parishioners and it would be great if you could 
bring your friends. Teams can comprise any number of people though we recommend a 
minimum of 4 and a maximum of 10. If you are coming on your own or in a pair, fear not! You 
will be able to join up with others on the night. 

Mid March – our annual AGM. Open to all parents/carers/friends of the School. We will be  
revisiting the past year, selecting new Committee members and planning the year ahead. 

Wednesday 23rd March 2016 – Easter Egg Hunt and Cake/Produce Sale in the grounds of 
the school for the schoolchildren. 

Sunday 24th April 2016 – another Open Gardens at Algars Manor 2-5pm.  

Monday 2nd May 2016 – May Day on Iron Acton Green where Friends will be holding a stall 
and selling soft drinks.  Please come along and support us on this beautiful day. 

Recent  Donations - Recently we have donated money towards subsidising the upcoming 
Year 6 School Camp. We are also in the process of contributing towards a Salad Bar and a 
new School Picnic Table. We look forward to our continued fundraising efforts for the 
School. This is the whole purpose of Friends – to provide funds that go beyond the school’s 
normal operating budget and wholly benefit the schoolchildren. We eagerly seek new 
members to our little but strong team. Find and like us on Facebook….Friends of Iron Acton 
Primary School. 

 

Annie King 
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FRIENDS OF IRON ACTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
PRESENT THEIR 	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

AND  

CURRY NIGHT! 

MARCH 18th 

	  

	   	   ON	  FRIDAY	  MARCH	  18TH	  

AT	  7.30PM	  TIL	  LATE	  

IRON	  ACTON	  PARISH	  HALL	  

TICKETS	  £8.00	  

INCLUDES	  CURRY	  &	  THE	  QUIZ	  

LICENSED	  BAR	  

RAFFLE	  

	  

	  

TICKETS	  AVAILABLE	  FROM	  FEB	  1st	  FROM	  THE	  LAMB	  INN,	  
ON	  THE	  DOOR	  OR	  PLEASE	  EMAIL	  
ANNIEKINGHOME@GMAIL.COM	  
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WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

 

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Extensions – Staircases – Doors 
Flooring – Carpentry – Renovations - Exteriors 

 

WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

J G CARPENTRY 

For a fast professional service & competitive quotation 

 

01454 851032 or 07738934875 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Positive Solutions (Financial Services) Ltd. is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered as a Limited Company in 
England and Wales No. 3276760.  
 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate advice on some 
taxation matters. 

 
 

 

 

For free initial consultation contact:  
Mark Curtis Dip FA 
Office – 01454 222898 
Mobile - 07917 390943 
Poplar Farm, Yate Road, Iron Acton, Bristol, BS37 9XY 
MarkCurtis@thinkpositive.co.uk 
www.markcurtis-ifa.co.uk 

Your Local Financial Adviser, Qualified since 1997 

 

Positive Solutions does not regulate or provide services in respect of tax advice.  
Please ask your advisor for a separate terms of business 

COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE? 

 SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS PLANNING 
 RETIREMENT PLANNING 
 PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 TAX PLANNING 
 MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 
 EQUITY RELEASE 

 



May Day on Iron Acton Green 2016 
  

New Year has passed in a whirl and once again we are beginning to think about May Day on 

the Green.  This year May Day falls on Monday 2nd May so put this date in your diaries as Iron 

Acton will be celebrating this day with the usual activities on the Green, plus a few more! 

By the time Local Poyntz goes to print, the May Day Committee will have already reconvened 

but it is not too late to get involved.  If you would like to join the Committee and help plan and 

run the Day then do please get in touch via the emails below or via the Iron Acton Village 

Website. 

 

Stalls last year were received particularly well.  If you, or someone you know, would like to 

hold a stall again do please get in touch via the emails below.  Space is limited so get in touch 

early. 

 

And if anyone has not been to the Day before (where have you been hiding?) you can expect 

to see/hear the following in the Show-ring… 

-          Maypole Dancing by Iron Acton Primary School  

-          Live musical entertainment 

-          Dog agility display 

-          Tae-kwon Do display 

-          Modern/Traditional dancing performances 

 

Show-ring events are subject to change and if you or someone else knows of a group locally 

that might like to perform for everyone, do please let us know.   

 

On behalf of the May Day Committee thank you for reading this piece and we look forward to 

seeing you on 2nd May. 

Annie King 

  

Contacts:   

Tracey Byrne – brendan@byrne.eu.com;  

Annie King (stalls) – anniekinghome@gmail.com 
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GARDENING POYNTZ 

To plant a garden is to 
believe in tomorrow 

Audrey Hepburn 

“Is the spring 
coming?" he said. 
"What is it like?"... 
"It is the sun shin-
ing on the rain 
and the rain falling 
on the sun-
shine...”  
 

Frances Hodgson 
Burnett,  

The Secret Garden  
A lovely Spring mix of foxglove, allium, viburnum and stock 

Spring is here! 
March, April and May are for me the most exciting months of the year as I watch buds 
break, seeds germinating and signs of new life everywhere.  For those who produce 
their plants from seed, this is one of the busiest times.  It is also a critical time for pro-
tecting that tender new growth from slugs and other pests. 

Time to get busy 
March is the month to top dress your roses, fruit trees and borders with com-
post, leaf mould or manure.  If you do this too early you will encourage soft 
growth which could be affected by late frosts.  

Pruning of trees, shrubs and roses should also be completed this month be-
fore they break their dormancy (not that anything has had proper dormancy 
this Winter!) 

Large, congested clumps of perennials should also be lifted and divided  be-
fore they put on too much growth 

Try and keep on top of weeds as they start growing, while they are still small.  
It will save so much time later and also reduce hiding places for those slugs 
that are just waiting for the soft new growth 

Hardy annuals, can be planted out in a warm Spring, but half hardy annuals 
should not be planted out until mid May, when the risk of frosts have passed.  
If you’re not sure which are which, seed packets contain a wealth of infor-
mation, and good garden centres should display this information. 

 By Jo Wright 



	  

	  

Wedding & Event Flowers - Bouquets – Workshops - Gift Vouchers 

Organic Blooms is a Social Enterprise based in Latteridge. We grow 
beautiful British cut flowers sustainably, without the use of chemicals. 

Visit our website www.organicblooms.co.uk for: 

 Click and Collect Bouquets starting from £10.00 

Nationally Delivered Bouquets 

Workshop Bookings and Gift Vouchers 

New for 2016 – garden maintenance service – contact us for details 

Contact us by telephone on 01454 300300 or email us at 
enquiries@organicblooms.co.uk 

   www.facebook.com/organicblooms  www.twitter.com/organicblooms 



Iron Acton Parish Council 
 
The new teenage recreational equipment instalment started prior to Christmas but due to the 
wet ground conditions unfortunately had to be halted, we are hoping this will now be 
completed and available for use within the next few weeks. 
 
The Parish Council has agreed to carry out our own inspection of the play equipment in the 
Parish Meadows each month.  This will be carried out by individual Councillors in turn, this 
doesn't over-ride the compulsory independent annual safety inspection, but it helps us to 
'keep our eye on the ball' and take action early if something needs attention. The Parish 
Council are looking into the feasibility of some sort of accessible path between at least one of 
the entrances to the Parish Meadows and the new play equipment, as this equipment 
expressly caters for use by disabled people. 
 
We looked at the best way to deal with the matters relating to the boat 'Gloria Jean' raised in 
the recent annual safety inspection. We are doing everything we practically can to keep the 
boat but still comply with the safety inspection requirements and those of our insurer, we have 
taken this stance because the wishes of the majority of the public have been made clear to 
us. The main issue is dealing with the risk of fall from the cabin roof onto the deck. This 
becomes a slightly technical question involving fall heights. We have worked closely with 
Acton Aid in terms of looking at various solutions. At one point it looked likely that we would 
try to address the problem by preventing access to the roof, by adding a pitched roof that 
would be too difficult to climb. However, in the end the majority of Councillors thought that this 
would not be guaranteed so we went for the stance of mitigating the fall, in line with other play 
equipment solutions. So we are now checking the options on the installation of suitable rubber 
matting on the deck area. This is a problem we are working on constantly, liaising with Acton 
Aid until we arrive at an acceptable solution. We are updating out insurers at every stage and 
unfortunately Gloria Jean must remain out of bounds until the matter is settled. 
 
Following a successful grant funding allocation from the New Homes Bonus Scheme to assist 
with the costs for the teenage recreational equipment the Parish Council is now looking at 
other forms of Grant Funding to be able to replace the tired existing play park we currently 
have. As you can appreciate this is not a quick process but we are working hard to try and 
secure funding to bring the younger parishioners of Iron Acton a new and exciting play park. 
 
The Parish Council formally agreed responses to 14 questions posed by the latest round of 
consultation by SGC on the Policies, Sites and Places Plan. We had set up a working party 
earlier, to arrive at suggested answers that could be recommended to Councillors to ratify. 
Several Councillors were involved in this working party, along with Mike Keenan of 'Save 
Engine Common'. These are very technical questions about processes and strategies 
adopted by SGC, but briefly our responses are in line with our previous position of trying to 
protect the concepts of (over the next 5 years): no large scale development is required 
anywhere in the Parish ; limited suitable infill-type development is acceptable in the 
settlement areas of Iron Acton village and North Road; 27 houses are needed in Iron Acton 
village, catering mainly for young families, older people and including self-build. 
 
The Parish Council has recently adopted some administrative processes around our assets 
register, risk register and standing orders, to keep these in line with changes due to our 
recent adoption of new financial regulations.   
 
Over the coming months Iron Acton Parish Council will be looking at Chilwood due to a five 
year management plan that had been issued, the plan suggests five years but this can be  



spread over seven to ten years depending on the work required. Iron Acton Parish Council is 
keen to manage Chilwood within our constraints and finances and appropriately. We are aware 
that there is interest from parishioners and any ideas, recommendations and help will be taken 
on board and greatly received as we need your thoughts and ideas to help come to the correct 
decisions on the management plan so please contact your councillors/clerk if you wish to be 
involved. 
 
The Parish Council ask you to let your Councillors know what you think & what you want, that 
way we've got the best chance of serving you the people of Iron Acton Parish properly. 
 
Donna Beal (Parish Clerk) 
Email:	  clerk@ironactonparishcouncil.com  
 
	  
 

Iron Acton Community Choir 

Two new members - 1 alto and 1 Bass – have enriched the choir further and we continue to 
enjoy and celebrate the pleasure in community singing! Our Winter concert appeared to be a 
great success; certainly we enjoyed entertaining a fairly full church with a mixture of readings 
and songs relevant – vaguely – to the season!  It was followed by mince pies and mulled wine 
and all in all raised over £250 to be jointly shared between Church Fund and Prostate cancer 
research and care. The carol singing around the village also engaged a small but enthusiastic 
entourage and we sang on the Village Green, In front of the Church, Chilwood Green and 
outside The Lamb. The money raised - about £65 – will be added to the Jamie McIver Trust. 

We are currently preparing for Proms in the Meadow, where we have been invited to sing 
again.  We will hope to sing some of the great Choruses from Carmen with the Orchestra, and 
then we have our own programme which we are working towards at the moment.  Do come 
along to the Proms…it is a great event on the Meadows, this year on July 2nd. 

The energy and enthusiasm members bring to rehearsals in the Village Hall remains fantastic 
and it is a really positive and joyous experience to work with them to learn new music and 
develop our skills and abilities to sing in harmony with each other. Community singing is a 
powerful force for good and the Iron Acton Community Choir is real proof of that. It is a 
privilege to work with all the singers and we manage that fantastic balance between working 
very hard and having a lot of fun too.  We now number about 50 members in total.  We meet 
on a Tuesday evening in the Village Hall normally at 8.30pm and we pay a weekly sub to 
support the running of the choir in terms of hiring of the rehearsal space and the purchase of 
music. We have also recently been able to raise enough funds to purchase a new electric 
piano keyboard which has greatly enhanced our singing.  

There is a currently a waiting list for joining but if you live within the Parish of Iron Acton and 
would be interested, then please let me know and we’ll take it from there. 

Rob Pardoe  

Email: robpardoe@gmail.com  
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Thomas Silvey Ltd,  
Unit 5 Badminton Road Trading Estate, Yate, South Glos BS37 5NS 
 

Your friendly local suppliers of: 
 

Home Heating Oils 
Red and White Diesel 
Company Fuel Cards 
Adblue & Lubricants 
 

 

 

Andrew Tillotson  

Oil Boiler, Aga and Rayburn, 

Servicing and Repairs 

covering South Gloucestershire and West Wiltshire  

 

 

m: 07830 211400    e:  andytillo@hotmail.com 



Iron Acton Toddler Group 

Iron Acton toddler group always says good bye to some of its members each summer as they 
start a new phase in their lives and begin school.  Each year this always leaves our group 
with a new and changed dynamic.  This year we are left with a ‘very’ small group. The village 
baby boom seems to have passed through and most of our Mum’s are here with their last 
child and of our 8 regular toddlers, who attend most weeks, 5 are due to start school in 
September.  

This means each week we are currently left struggling to pay our rent of the Marshall rooms 
and have had to temporarily stop our much loved visits from singing Sarah. Numbers of the 
village Toddler group have always fluctuated over the years, at some points over the last 8 
years that I have been attending toddler group with my 3 children there has even been a 
waiting list! 

So we are currently on a recruitment drive, looking for new Mums and Toddlers (or babies) to 
join us each week. So if you live nearby and would like to spend your Friday mornings with 
other mums sipping tea and eating cake whilst your toddler makes new friends and enjoys 
crafts, free play, snack time and singing, come along to the Marshall Rooms at 10.30 every 
Friday and join us. 

If you are feeling shy about coming along alone, we are planning a new mums open morning 
Friday 11th March, details will be advertised. But this would be a fantastic chance to come 
along and meet everyone and see what we do 

It really is a lovely little group, as all of the Mums who come will testify, but I asked our 
toddlers what they loved most about our group and they said.... 

                   

               

Please ring Polly Ellwood 07970738958 or Rachel Frise 07789987345 for further information. 

 

Rachel. 

Playing Playing 
dressing updressing up 

Doing Doing 
playdohplaydoh 

Playing with Playing with 
my friendsmy friends  

SinginSingin
gg 
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St James the Less Church 

I would like to dedicate this page to Mike Wheeler who sadly died on 30th December after a 
relatively short illness. 

Mike was a stalwart supporter of the church for very many years and served as 
Churchwarden for the last 16 years. He was instrumental in keeping the fabric of the church in 
good order and I only hope that we can continue his excellent work. Mike could be irascible, 
cantankerous and impatient at times but was immensely loyal and loving to all who knew him. 
His main focus in life was Penny and the rest of his large family and they had a good life 
together travelling to far flung places and enjoying the company of family and friends. He will 
be sorely missed by everyone who knew him through his diverse interests but especially by 
his family. May he rest in peace. 

Penny would like to thank everyone who sent cards and donations for Help the Heroes which 
have so far totalled over £800 

Church Administrator (for any enquiries):  
 
Kathryn Nichols 01454 776518 email  fromesidepartnership@yahoo.co.uk 

Churchwardens: 

Carol Groom  07890 410540  email carolgroom@hotmail.com 

Di Heal  01454 228498 email di@healfamily.me.uk 

Details of all our services are available on the web site and on the church notice board. 

The Mothering Sunday service will be on 6th March at 9.30 (not on the usual All Age Service 
on second Sunday of the month). 

 

SUNDAY TREAT 

Tired of cooking, like some company?  We would like to try and get a group together for 
Sunday Lunch at the Lamb maybe once a month. Very Good lunch at a very  reasonable 
price . Could be fun!  
 
If you are interested please ring;  Penny  01454228544 or Carol 07890410540 
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St James the Less 

 You are all always welcome at your local Parish Church.  

Services for March/April/May 
 
Mothering Sunday 6th March    9.30am All Age Family Service 
Sun. 13th March   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Palm Sunday 20th March   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Good Friday 25th March   10.30am  Stations of the Cross 
Sat. 26th March   7.30pm   Benefice Service St James 
Easter Sunday 27th March   9.15am  Family Communion 
Sun 3rd April   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun.10th April   9.30am  All Age Family Service 
Sun.17th April   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun.24th April   9.15am   Family Communion 
Sun.1st May   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun 8th May   9.30am  All Age Family Service 
Sun. 15th May   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun.22nd May   9.15am  Holy Communion 
Sun.29th May    10.00am  Joint Benefice Service 

St Michael’s Winterbourne 
 

You will have a warm welcome at any of our services during this Easter  
 
Wednesday Services are held in the Marshall Room at 10.30 every week. 
1st and 3rd week Holy Communion, 2nd and 4th Prayer and Reflection 
 
 
 



Iron Acton Women’s Institute 

Our last two meetings of 2015 involved a lovely meal in La Passione in Chipping Sodbury in 
November, followed by our Christmas party in the Parish Hall in December. This included a 
Secret Santa and a Beetle Drive, with plenty of food and mulled wine.  A collection was held 
for those members who wished to donate to charity rather than to exchange Christmas cards 
and this yielded £41 for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Our first speaker of the year was Alan Mildren, a member of the Marine Conservation Society 
for over 40 years, who spoke to us about Lundy Island, in particular it’s surrounding waters.  
Accompanying the talk with his own slides, we learnt about Lundy's fascinating history going 
back at least 8,000 years, its various owners and their contribution to its current status.  Now 
owned by the National Trust, there is a marine conservation zone around the island, 
protecting its many species of coral, seaweed, anemones etc. many of which are peculiar to 
Lundy. Alan has taken many photographs of some of the plant and bird life and had made 
these into greetings cards, which we were able to purchase afterwards. 

We once again entered the inter-group skittles competition and our first match was played in 
January.  Although we had had a bye through to the second round, as per our 100% record 
over the years, we lost!  We enjoyed the game against Falfield and they in turn said how 
much fun they had playing a team who didn't take the proceedings too seriously. The game of 
'Killer' at the end of the evening, in which everyone puts 50p into the kitty and proceeds to 
play one ball at a time, with three lives to find the last woman standing, was won by our own 
Sue, so a little honour was restored.   

Some of our upcoming meetings include talks entitled Famous Ladies, Hidden History of 
Frenchay Hospital, Air Ambulance and Dyrham Park. We also have a Bonmarche fashion 
show and outings arranged for the warmer months. 

Anyone wishing to join our friendly group can contact our secretary, Bridget on 01454 
321741.  We meet in the Parish Hall on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Sylvie Powell	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Share	  and	  Prayer	  

Join	  in	  with	  local	  friends	  at	  coffee	  time	  

Saturday	  12th	  March	  2016,	  9.30-‐10.30am	  

@	  Fairview	  Cottage,	  1	  Fairview	  Terrace,	  Iron	  Acton	  
For	  prayer	  requests	  or	  more	  details	  

	  please	  contact	  Pete	  and	  Chris	  Bellis	  01454	  228065	  

	  

	  





 

Yes 
There IS someone who still repairs desktop and laptop 

computers in the Chipping Sodbury Area. 
Right here in Iron Acton In Fact! 

 
Website: http://www.gmcomputing.millward.org.uk 

eMail: gmcomputing@millward.org.uk 
Landline: 01454-228704 

Mobile: 07769780656 

GM Computing 



Iron Acton Primary School 

It has been a busy few months at Iron Acton; the children and staff have been working 
incredibly hard. Our youngest children performed a fantastic Nativity just before Christmas 
and the rest of the children prepared some carols, including one in French! We also had a 
performance from our recorder club. It was a fantastic way to be reminded of the Christmas 
story in the run up to Christmas.  

The new term has started well; we are focusing on courage and what it means to be 
courageous. The children have been hearing stories about people who have been 
courageous including some of the characters in the Bible and some important role models 
from recent history.  

We recently had a visit from Alison Rowe who visits schools to create prayer spaces, 
transforming a room into a place where children can reflect and pray if they choose to do so. 
We were very impressed with the way the children engaged in this and their mature attitude. It 
was a very thought provoking and interesting day for us all.   

As we moved into a new term at the start of January, the focus on learning has changed and 
each class has started a new topic. Class 1 had the opportunity to work with ‘Travelling 
Kitchen’ who helped them to prepare a range of meals with their leftovers. The parents came 
into school at the end of the day to enjoy a delicious feast of vegetable soup, vegetable 
dhansak followed by banana cake and bread and butter pudding. This gave the children an 
excellent opportunity to learn how to make some healthy dishes and also important cooking 
skills, such as how to use a sharp knife correctly.  

Class 2 had a visit from Yate Heritage Centre to help explore their Vikings topics. They 
created lavender bags and ground wheat to make flour for bread. Class 3 will have a visit 
later in the term to help them find out more about the Ancient Greeks.  

Over the coming months we are continuing to explore how we can make learning come alive 
and we will update you on how it goes!  

Last time I wrote that we were looking for new Governors. I am pleased to say that we have 
now filled two of our Governor spaces and have just one more space to fill which is 
specifically for somebody from the local area who has the right skills. If you feel that you 
would be able to take on this important role – to challenge and support the school as it aims 
to provide a high quality education to the children of Iron Acton and beyond – please contact 
the school office on 01454 228322. We would be very pleased to hear from you.   

Please take a look on our school website where you will see photos of our children in action 
over recent months http://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/ . 
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Do you suffer from Stress an achy neck, shoulders and back 
or Just simply need to relax and re-orientate yourself “ I am 
here to help by Tailoring the treatment to suit you.” 
Thursdays 9.30am – 2.30pm 
 from The Old Rectory Clinic, Iron Acton. 
Massage can ease some of these symptoms as well as improve 
circulation and general sense of wellbeing. 
Enjoy 30min, 45min, 60min…..Bliss! 

Contact: Alison Trayling 07857994691                     
Email: alisontrayling@gmail.com                      
www.alisontraylingtherapy.co.uk 
Special rate £25.00 on your 1st visit for 45 minutes. 
 Valid till may 2016.   Please bring this advert with you. 

 

 

 



News from North Road Community Primary School 
 

We have had a busy first term of the New Year at North Road Primary, 
with lots of exciting changes taking place.  The staff, governors and pupils 
have been working together to decide on a new vision for the school, 
along with a set of values and aims that will lead the school into the 
future.  The pupils, staff and governors have also been voting on a values logo to help 
promote our new school values of Respect, Pride, Perseverance, Responsibility, Ambition 
and Positivity.  We have been proud to share this with our school and wider community.  
 
At North Road we are proud to be called North Road Community Primary School and since 
September we have been seeking ways to strengthen community links.  This term the pupils 
in Year 5 and 6 have been working with the Design and Technology Department of Brimsham 
Green School to design and make key racks.   
 
On January 22nd members of staff from North Road Primary joined the residents of North 
Road for a community lunch at The Codrington Pub.  A fantastic time was had by all, getting 
to know those people that live and work along North Road. 
 
On February 2nd our Dance Club took part in the South Gloucestershire Festival of Youth 
Dance at Abbeywood School.  They performed two dances, a free dance and a dance 
composed to the music from Rio.  Eighteen pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 took part with proud 
parents invited to come to the evening dance show.  We were very proud of all our pupils who 
have worked so hard on their dance compositions, rehearsing since September and they 
performed their dances brilliantly.   
 
North Road Primary has been taking part in our annual January Fitness Month.  The pupils 
and parents have been taking part in ‘Wake and Shake’ dance routines on the playground 
before lessons, netball skills, cross country, kick boxing, Zumba and a family swim night.  On 
February 9th the pupils, parents and grandparents took part in a two mile sponsored ‘Welly 
Walk’ around the local area in order to raise money for our playground fund.  We were joined 
by over 60 adults who also joined us for a celebration lunch back in school.  A brilliant time 
was had by all as well as keeping fit! 
 
The residents of North Road and the parents of North Road Primary School are keen to 
restart The Friends of North Road in order to raise much needed funds for the school.  On 
Monday February 22nd at 7pm we will be holding a meeting in The Codrington Pub.  Please 
come along and join us for a cup of tea or coffee and find out more. 
 
Over the coming months the school has exciting plans for a big science project.  We have 
successfully been chosen to take part in ‘Rocket Science’.  We will be taking part in an 
experiment to grow seeds that are currently with Tim Peake on the International Space 
Station.  We are very excited to be taking part in ‘Rocket Science’ as it is a fantastic way to 
teach pupils to think scientifically and to share their findings with the local community. 
 
 
You can follow all of the exciting changes going on at our school and see our brilliant learning 
on our school website www.northroadprimaryschool.co.uk. 
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North Road Ladies Club 
 

Our 48th Birthday celebration on 2nd November, attended by 37 members, was a great 
success.   It took place in the meetings room of Iron Acton Parish Hall and Wendy Ball of 
W.R.S. Catering Ltd. served a superb 3 course meal which was greatly appreciated by 
everyone.   Our after-dinner speaker was Susan Marshfield, who, as always, had us in fits of 
laughter. 
Our charity for 2015 was “Warmley Park School” and at our December meeting we were 
pleased to present the Head teacher with a cheque for £370.  This amount had been raised 
by a Skittles Evening and “Bring & Buy” stalls.  
Our speaker was Rita Pearce who displayed a large selection of home-made Christmas 
decorations and demonstrated how she makes Christmas wreathes from various greenery, 
dried flowers, pine cones, etc. 
It was then time for our A.G.M., followed by an American Supper, raffle and “Secret Santa”.    
All this made for a busy, but very enjoyable evening. 
For our first meeting in 2016 (4th January) our speaker was David Lemon who gave a 
fascinating talk on “African Elephants”.   As a young boy he was brought up in Africa and 
developed a great passion for the conservation of African elephants. He illustrated his talk 
with some wonderful photographs, taken by himself and his son, of elephant families in the 
wild.   He fundraises and sponsors an “Elephant Orphanage”. 
Our February and March speakers will be: 
 “Pam’s Baskets” – a talk and demonstration by Pam Pontin. 
 “Hedgehog Rescue”, with Yvonne Cox. 
Our meetings are usually held on the first Monday of the month at 7.30 p.m. in Iron Acton 
Parish Hall.   Visitors are always most welcome. 
 
June Rycroft 
  

Young Poyntz  

Hello and welcome to the Young Poyntz section! 

I have been busy over Christmas and New Year first I have been trying to have a wheat free 
diet (which is supposed to help eczema and appears to be working) and then having a new 
year clear out and change around of my room. It feels like only yesterday I was settling back 
into school after the Christmas holidays and already I am sat writing this in my half term 
holidays and Easter is nearly upon us! I am particularly excited about Easter this year as my 
birthday happens to fall on Easter Sunday! (Chocolate and cake!)	  

Please send me any articles for the next issue to JRHatherell@outlook.com, I am sorry if 
anyone has tried to contact me on the address I gave last issue but there has been a problem 
with me forgetting my password to that account! 	  

Keep on reading and enjoy the articles from the young people of Iron Acton.	  
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Easter Colour by Numbers                     

By Ellie Ridler
    

Uganda Trip 2016 Update 

Hello! We are sixth form students at Brimsham Green School in Yate. We are part of a 12-
strong team of students in Years 12 and 13 who have been selected to travel to the Hosanna 
Primary School in Kampala, Uganda in July 2016. Hosanna School and Brimsham Green 
School are part of a global partnership and we will be the fourth group of students from our 
school to visit Hosanna. For the trip to go ahead we have to raise £25,000 to fund the cost of 
flights, accommodation and enable us to take much needed resources to Hosanna School. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has supported us at various events recently. With the 
generous support of the Victorian Committee we provided mulled wine and mince pies after 
the Christingle at St James the Less Church and raised £160. In January we ran a very 
successful Whisky Tasting/Burns Night in the Parish Hall which raised another £560. Future 
fundraising events in the village include a Barn Dance on 16th April 2016 and a Charity 
Film Night on 22nd April 2016 – both of which will be in Iron Acton Parish Hall. We will 
also be running a stall at Iron Acton May Day.  

You can also find out more about our fundraising at our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/hosannatripuganda2016?fref=ts. 
 
Molly Haselhan and Joe Hatherell 

 

Easter Painting by Numbers
By

Ellie Ridler



 

Young Poyntz 

A CURSED NIGHT By Alice Grubb 

A shadow flitted between the trees as a figure ran silently up to the entrance to the courtyard, 
glancing around as if they expected to see someone - or something - following them. As they 
stole, quiet as a shadow, up to the old iron gates the weather vane creaked in the wind and 
turned so its arrow was pointing straight at the deserted house’s door. 

Just as the figure ran up the steps to the entrance a shadow flitted across the tower window. 
They seemed to see this and then they took a step back. Once they were sure it was gone 
they continued to run.  

The figure reached the top and - as if by some ancient curse - the weather vane turned again 
and pointed at the highest tower window.  They glanced nervously up at the ancient weather 
vane, looking as though they would rather be anywhere but here.  

Their shadow was cast down the steps as a light blazed from one of the high up windows. 
The window opened slowly, creaking loudly as a cold, icy voice whispered ‘Come, hurry, 
before the clock strikes 12. If you do not obey me, then you know what will happen.’  

The voice drifted down to the figure on the stiff, frosty night air. After that the figure seemed to 
freeze, as though in a trance. Then, in a jolty, stiff manner they ran up to the large oak door 
and knocked with the old serpent- shaped knocker. As they did so the serpent on the knocker 
began to writhe around the twisted iron until its head was facing the figure. Then, in a rasping 
hiss it said ‘Enter.’ 

The huge oak door swung open, creaking loudly. Then the figure stepped inside and the oak 
door slammed shut with a rush of freezing air. They ran down the corridor and up the dusty 
stairs, clouds of dust billowing out behind him along with a few old mothballs.  

Up the many flights of stairs the figure ran, the moonlight streaming through the large 
windows casting shadows over everything. They took a deep, rasping breath in and continued 
up the stairs. A rusty iron door stood to their left. 

The figure took a deep breath and cast one longing look out at the frosty lawns and the hills 
beyond as if to say goodbye then reached for the peeling doorknob, turned it and walked 
inside, closing the door behind them. 

Outside, the weather vane swung wildly until one again it pointed at the tower window. 

Inside the room the people were talking. 

‘Did you bring what I asked for?’ 

‘I…I…  t…tried my lord, b…but it’s s…so closely g…guarded that I daren’t have tried.’ 

‘What! You failed ME!’ The voice rose to a high screech, ‘You ignorant, stupid fool!’ The other 
man stood up. He towered over the other figure who was cowering in his shadow.  

Then, his voice dropped to a soft, menacing level, ‘I shall have to punish you.’  



Next, he walked over to the window, opened it and screeched like an angry eagle.  

He turned back around and smiled showing red, pointed teeth. From outside the window there 
were howls and a thudding of paws on frost. 

The creatures entered the house and started to run up the stairs. Then the man who had done 
wrong looked around wildly and saw the open window and darted towards it. The other man 
blocked his way, but he slipped under him and jumped onto the window ledge.  

He cast one last look at the countryside around him, sighed and jumped…  
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