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WELCOME TO THE NEW, LOCAL POYNTZ QUARTERLY MAGAZINE
AND WEB PORTAL

Letter from the Editor

Your Local Poyntz team: - Jon Aries, Jessica Hatherell, Caroline Haselhan, Sarah Ridler, Aman-
da Scott, Jane Spare, John Wright, Marilyn Wright and myself, Pamela McCoy.

Firstly, we would like to say a huge “thank you” to the retiring team of Focal Poyntz. They have 
done a brilliant job over the last 20+ years and the magazine has been much enjoyed and great-
ly appreciated. Our intention is to continue with the original Focal Poyntz concept of local “input” 
but also try to introduce some new ideas and features. New articles will include:

Poyntz of View  (letters to the editor), Young Poyntz. 
Gardening Poyntz. By Jo Wright  Pet Poyntz by Debra Turner

Poyntz of View. This is your opportunity to write letters, complaints, suggestions, Parish  
“moans and groans” and start a thread or two.

Young Poyntz. With Jessica Hatherell as its’ editor, we believe will be an exciting and valuable 
addition. Hopefully, it will encourage the younger members of our community to read, take an 
interest in and contribute some articles. Please welcome Jessica, give her your support and 
ask your young family members to contact her with their thoughts, ideas and an article or two. 
Contact Jessica via email jess.localpoyntz@gmail.com.

NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE. The new website gives everyone the opportunity to view and down-
load the magazine online, but there is much more to explore. We do encourage you to take a 
look and we are keen to add, great, photographs of Iron Acton to the gallery section of the site. If 
you have a photograph you’d like the committee to consider, please get onto the “contact form”, 
on line or email localpoyntz@gmail.com.
 
Every effort has been made to include as much as possible in this edition but please excuse 
any errors or omissions.  If you wish to advertise, contribute an article or write a letter, please 
contact me, Pam McCoy 01454 228874  pam.localpoyntz@gmail.com.

Our sincere thanks to the Parish Council and Acton Aid for their support, and provision of some 
seed funding, to get us up and running.

Apologies to the children of North Road School for being unable to include their beautiful writ-
ings in this magazine, due to technical difficulties. They can, however, be seen on the Website.

The deadline for the Autumn edition is 3rd August

Front-page image was courtesy of Sally Aries.

Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing Ltd. 01249 823950
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THE ACTONIANS’ next production is…. A Pantomime… ‘Oh yes it is!’

Jack and the Beanstalk
By Dee Mason

19-21 and 27-28 November 2015
7.30 pm Iron Acton Parish Hall

Tickets £8 (Saturday 28 Nov (matinee only) at 2.30 pm, Children £5)
Book at:  www.actonians.co.uk or Call: 07807 547 238

This has been another busy year for us, our final production of last year, ‘Bazaar and Rum-
mage’, was nominated for the NODA award of Best Drama, which unfortunately we did not win 
– but we mustn’t be greedy, having won Best Comedy the year before! The new play by Austin 
Hawkins – ‘Moving Aside’ (which we showcased last July as part of the trilogy of plays entitled 
‘Going Solo’), won him Best Original Script and Mike Schofield a nomination for Best Actor, at 
the AAD One-Act festival held at Chipping Sodbury Town Hall in February. Well done to them 
and the whole team behind the production.

Unfortunately, our first production of this year will have taken place before printing. So we hope 
those of you who came, thoroughly enjoyed Agatha Christie’s ‘The Hollow’ in May. As always, 
the Actonians created a fabulous box set and Pat Stimson dressed the cast in wonderful 50s 
garb.

This year’s autumn production is the classic pantomime – ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, written by 
one of our group, Dee Mason. So polish up your ‘He’s behind yous’ and come with us on our 
adventure to the land of giants.

We are also running two exciting workshops for our members in the coming months. So if there 
are any budding actors out there, contact us via our website or come along to one of our regular 
Wednesday rehearsals in IAPH (from 7.30 pm). All comers welcome.

1. Saturday 28 March – local professional actor, Mark Danbury, will be giving us tips on 
improving our acting skills.

2. Saturday 13 June – Mark McGann will be showing members how to become better 
directors.

Sarah McMahon (Publicity)
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WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

 

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Extensions – Staircases – Doors 
Flooring – Carpentry – Renovations - Exteriors 

 

WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

J G CARPENTRY 

For a fast professional service & competitive quotation 

 

01454 851032 or 07738934875 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Positive Solutions (Financial Services) Ltd. is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered as a Limited Company in 
England and Wales No. 3276760.  
 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate advice on some 
taxation matters. 

 
 

 

 

For free initial consultation contact:  
Mark Curtis Dip FA 
Office – 01454 222898 
Mobile - 07917 390943 
Poplar Farm, Yate Road, Iron Acton, Bristol, BS37 9XY 
MarkCurtis@thinkpositive.co.uk 
www.markcurtis-ifa.co.uk 

Your Local Financial Adviser, Qualified since 1997 

 

Positive Solutions does not regulate or provide services in respect of tax advice.  
Please ask your advisor for a separate terms of business 

COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE? 

 SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS PLANNING 
 RETIREMENT PLANNING 
 PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 TAX PLANNING 
 MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 
 EQUITY RELEASE 

 



Iron Acton Community Choir

We are currently preparing for the third time a contribution from the choir for the Proms in the 
Meadow.  The theme this year is America - since it is to be held on the 4th July - and we are ex-
ploring a range of familiar American tunes from fi lms, musicals and the Great American Song-
book.  It should be a great occasion and we are all keenly anticipating a successful evening!  

The other “performance” we have recently engaged with is to record our version of “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot” as a contribution to a RFU/Facebook website seeking to build a video 
to promote the Rugby World Cup Rugby, later on this year. We are grateful to Tony Harris for 
helping us with this and we are hopeful that our contribution might be deemed good enough to 
be included in some way...You never know! 

The energy and enthusiasm members bring to rehearsals in the Parish Hall remains fantastic 
and it is a really positive and joyous experience to work with them to learn new music and devel-
op our skills and abilities to sing in harmony with each other.  Community singing is a powerful 
force for good and the Iron Acton Community Choir is real proof of that.  It is a privilege to work 
with all the singers and we manage that fantastic balance between working very hard and hav-
ing a lot of fun too.  We now number just under 50 members: As with most choirs and singing 
groups we have a good number of sopranos and Altos, but we would benefi t from a few more 
tenors in particular, and basses.  We meet on a Tuesday evening in the Parish Hall normally 
at 8:30pm and we pay a weekly sub to support the running of the choir in terms of hiring of the 
rehearsal space and the purchase of music.  There is a currently a waiting list for joining (unless 
you are a tenor or bass) but if you live within the Parish of Iron Acton and would be interested in 
joining then please let me know (robpardoe@gmail.com) and we’ll take it from there.

Rob Pardoe 

Poyntz of View

DOG POO!! I walk my dog around the Village, as do many of the children attending Iron Acton 
School. I’m a bit fed up with having to be careful about where I tread due to the amount of dog 
poo left by irresponsible owners! I know most of the dog poo bins have been removed which 
means, having “picked up” you have to carry it home. I, and most other dog owners, do that 
without any problem.

Come on fellow dog owners of Iron Acton, make walking in our lovely village a  safe and plea-
surable experience for all.            Responsible dog owner

SPEEDING!! We have a 20mph limit throughout the Village, which most drivers obey. There 
are, however, some idiots who still accelerate along the High Street as if they are on the fi nal 
straight of a formula 1 race! WHY? Are the 2 seconds saved worth the risk of injuring a child 
who may step out in front of your speeding car?            Sensible driver
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Iron Acton Craft Group

I have delight in writing this article to tell you how very pleased I am that a year on and the little 
dream I had in forming a cra ft group is still thriving.  We celebrated our fi rst anniversary on Fri-
day 9th January. We had a lunchtime party followed by time to continue with our chosen crafts. 
A wonderful time was had by all and I thank every one of you for your support and friendship. 

The group sometimes works together on projects and one such scheme has been making 
clothing for children in Ghana, following on from Charlotte’s concert. There are now many items 
made and they are beautiful.  Some of the items were made from materials that have been 
donated to us, so thank you to everyone who has supplied us.

If anyone has spare materials they wish to donate please contact me on 228760. We have also 
been given some craft books to add to our growing collection. These get devoured by many, 
inspiring us to try out new crafts.

A large variety of crafts are enjoyed on a Friday afternoon.  A new one is felting as we were 
given a very generous supply of materials. Some in the group already enjoy using this medium 
got together with others who wanted to learn a new skill and in no time some lovely fl owers 
were produced.

I had a go at rag-rugging! It’s fun but I’m a bit slow, so I’m not sure I’ll ever get a rug fi nished! 
Lots of knitting goes on with a huge variety of garments and toys being made. Quilting is also 
a favorite as well as some beautiful embroidered items being produced. The TV programme 
“The Sewing Bee” has given us inspiration, so I’m just waiting with interest to see new dresses 
being worn!

So if any of this seems to interest you or you have a spare couple of hours on a Friday between 
1.30 and 3.30pm please come and join us in the committee room at the Parish Hall. Any craft 
as long as it’s portable can be enjoyed. The sharing of skills encourages us to have a go at 
something new. There is plenty of laughter and new friendships are formed. New members are 
always welcome. I hope to see you there.

June Schofi eld
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Gardening Poyntz 

 

1) Consider introducing more single, 
open-flowered varieties—the bees 
find these easier to pollinate than the 
over-bred bedding varieties that we 
get nowadays 

2) Leave a small patch alone to encour-
age native wild flowers and weeds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Ditch the bought-in chemicals and 
establish a small comfrey patch to 
start making your own comfrey ferti-
liser 

4) A water feature in your garden will 
introduce an entirely new set of bene-
ficial insects and animals to help with 
pest control and increase biodiversity 

5) Don’t cut everything back severely at 
the end of the Summer—leave stand-
ing dead material and seed heads to 
allow insects such as lady birds to 
over winter 

Five ways to make your garden more wild-life friendly this Summer 



North Road School

The last few months have been busy at North Road. Steve Webb MP came to school to find out 
about our tree club.  He was really pleased to find out that the children were learning about trees, 
not just seasonal changes but also how wood is used and how to grow your own. Mr. Roy Bishop 
has been instrumental in setting up the club and is now working with Brimsham Green and their 
new forest school area.
 Every year we have our annual fitness month- Zumba sessions, circuit training and a family 
swim session. All of these were well attended by the school and wider community. The month 
ended with our sponsored welly walk which involved the whole school walking for 2 miles one 
cold and crisp morning. It raised over £1000 for school funds!
 Every fortnight we have a big write. There is a different writing genre focus and this term we have 
written winter poems, described our favorite toy and even had a visit from the Easter bunny!  A 
basket of eggs was found on the playground and neighbours reported hearing noises in the night!  
We all had to write a report for this local magazine, midway through the sharing of the evidence 
the Easter Bunny appeared in the hall scattering eggs!  Luckily he/she left enough for us all to 
have one, although we thought Mrs. Williams had eaten them all when she appeared in assembly 
with chocolate round her mouth, luckily she was just joking!  Thank you Easter Bunny!! Some of 
our work can be seen on the Village website
 
Some of the KS2 children have taken part in a South Glos cross-country tournament at KLB 
school every few weeks.  Martha came first over the whole tournament in the senior girls’ compe-
tition and the boys came 3rd in the junior small schools’ boys’ team.  Thank you to all the parents 
who have supported their children each week. The children also took part in the Colston School 
annual cross-country race and did really well. They train every Monday and you may well have 
seen them running round the local area.
 Dance club represented our school at the Festival of Youth Dance.  They danced two dances 
and friends and family could come and watch in the evening.  Hair and make-up were brilliant 
and photos can be seen on the school website. Two Brimsham Green 6th formers, Mollie and 
Georgia, run the dance club. They are both excellent role models for our younger pupils.
 This year South Gloucestershire Council launched “Time4Reading” on World Book Day, 5th 
March. People in businesses, council offices, care homes, schools etc are being encouraged to 
participate in a variety of events and programmes over the course of the year. The concept is to 
show that children and their parents and grandparents are all being equally encouraged to make 
“Time4Reading”. Local libraries are running lots of events this year and if you were thinking of 
setting up a book club now is the time to start. We would be more than happy to offer the use of 
our school if anyone is interested.
After a fantastic fundraising effort, since September we have raised £3,000 and we are going to 
be able to install a new trim trail on the playground.  After speaking to all the children the vast 
majority wanted things to climb and swing on.  Having received various quotes we went with a 
company that could install quickly so all the children at North Road who have helped fundraise 
would benefit from it. Installation will begin the week of 13th April; have a look next time you are 
passing.
 If you have a child due to start school in September 2016 we will be having open days for new 
parents to come and visit. Our school website has all the information -www.northroadprimary-
school.co.uk or call us on 01454 867788
 

 Jo Williams, Head Teacher 
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Iron Acton Parish Council

Local Poyntz
The Parish council welcome the newly formed Local Poyntz and have in turn made a donation 
to the start-up costs. The Parish Council believes the service they provide is a great asset to 
our parish and wish the new team every success.

Web Site
The Parish Council web site (www.ironactonparishcouncil.com) provides general information 
on matters relating to the parish.  The agenda for the forthcoming meeting and approved 
minutes of previous meetings are posted to the site in pdf format.  The web site is a compli-
mentary tool to the activities of the Parish Council and as always all official documents relat-
ing to the Parish Council can be viewed by any member of the parish upon request.  I would 
point out that the only officially legal documents are those held by the Clerk.  The web site is 
updated as frequently as is practically possible.

Allotments
Both allotment sites in the Parish continue to flourish. Waiting lists for allotments are at an 
all time low and so if you are keen to join the increasing band of allotment gardeners, please 
contact Donna Beal, the Parish Clerk.

Parish Meadows
The Parish Meadows committee have been working hard and are currently in the process of 
designing the new cycle path on request from the teenagers of the parish. This will shortly be 
installed within the Parish Meadows. A new grass mounted slide will also be installed within 
the play area and we hope that all the children within the parish will enjoy the new addition to 
the play area.

Email Address
Due to some technical issues with the Parish Council emails the clerk has now changed her 
email address  clerk@ironactonparishcouncil.com

Councillors
Following the elections the Parish Council welcome both returning and new councillors to 
the Parish Council, details of which can be found on the website. As always, if you have any 
issues relating to Parish matters, please contact either your Councillor or the Clerk.
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                                       Iron Acton Film Club 
 
We have just completed a very successful season, putting on monthly events since Octo-
ber last year with each event including a children’s film in the afternoon and a film aimed at 
a more mature audience in the evening. The refreshments available for both shows have 
proved very popular, although a quick turnaround is needed between shows so that the pop-
corn and sweets disappear to be replaced with beer, wine and the occasional cup of tea! 
 
The films shown have included How to Train your Dragon (2), The Lego Movie and the 
wonderful Paddington for our younger audience. The Grand Budapest Hotel, The Butler and 
Philomena for the grown-ups were also very well received. 
 
The Club was re-launched for this season as a club for members and their guests so that 
we could take advantage of an Umbrella Licence rather than licensing each film individually, 
which has turned around our financial position and put us on a sound financial footing for the 
future. We have also been able to buy our own high spec projector and sound system with 
financial support from the Parish and District Councils, ensuring an almost cinema-quality 
experience apart from the occasional technical hiccup! 
 
We are happy to continue to put on the children’s shows without charging admission, although 
we always put out a collecting tin and any donations towards our running costs are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
We will be running another season from October this year to March 2016 and, if you would 
like to consider joining, it is important that we have your e-mail address to keep you informed 
and send out membership applications in the summer. Members also vote electronically for 
the films they would like us to show. 
 
Our members and their guests have commented on the warm community atmosphere at the 
events with audiences of all ages enjoying watching the films together and discussing them 
afterwards. 
 
If you would like to be kept informed, but are not sure if we have your contact details, please 
send me an e-mail and I will check that you are on our list. 
 
Simon Cross  simon@laburnumhouse.fsnet.co.uk
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Small  & fr iendly family  run business  
Luxury accommodation 

All  breeds welcome 
 

Inspections welcome by appointment 
For more  info cal l :  01454 228374 

 

Elm Farm, Bristol  Road,  Iron Acton,  Bristol ,  
BS37 9TF 

www.elm-farm.net  

 

	  

	  

                                               TOP GROOM 
City & Guilds Qualified Dog  

Grooming.                                           
Elm Farm Boarding Kennels 
Iron Acton BS37 9TF.  
Tel.  07708300672               



Pet Poyntz by Debs from Turners Pets

Pets during hot weather
Enjoy the summer sunshine but please remember that pets can suffer from the same problems 
that we do, including overheating, dehydration and even sunburn.

Dogs
·	 NEVER LEAVE YOUR DOG ALONE IN A VEHICLE or glass conservatory or a caravan. 

You could run the risk of your pet getting heat stroke, which can be fatal. The RSPCA 
has issued a checklist for heat stroke: heavy panting; profuse salivation; rapid pulse; 
very red gums/tongue; lethargy; lack of coordination; reluctance or inability to rise after 
collapsing; vomiting; diarrhoea; loss of consciousness in extreme circumstances.

·	 When travelling always remember to have shade and water available.  You never 
know when your journey time may be increased, so bear this in mind. 

·	 Take extra care with overweight or muscular dogs, those with short or flat noses, 
long-haired breeds, young puppies, old dogs, and those with a disease or who are on 
medication.

·	 Walks are best early morning or late evening when it is cooler.  Remember not to 
exercise straight after a meal. And do not over exercise dogs with long coats. 

·	 Provide your dog with plenty of water at home and on walks. If you are leaving your 
dog at home alone, make sure its bowl can’t be knocked over. 

·	 Keep long haired dogs cool by grooming them and clip long haired coats for the 
season. Apply pet sunscreen if your dog or cat has a light-coloured nose or ears. Dogs 
& cats burn just like humans, and can even develop skin cancer.

·	 Don’t leave your dog outside all day. If it is unavoidable, ensure it has shade and water 
and check on it regularly.

Cats
·	 Don’t let your cat go outside between 10am and 3pm. Let your cat choose a cool place 

to lie down. They will naturally gravitate towards a cool floor or a fan in summer.
·	 Provide your cat with plenty of water, in various positions around the house. 
·	 Pay attention to your cat’s feet. Cats and dogs  have their sweat glands on their 

paws. If your cat is leaving wet paw prints, it is sweating and will need to replenish 
its fluids. You can try cooling it down by dipping its paws in water, but this may not be 
appreciated!

·	 Cats pant rarely but will pant to take on cooler air if they are particularly hot. 

Small furries
·	 Don’t get lax with hygiene: hot weather results in more flies and maggots and can lead 

to fly strike, an often fatal condition that affects rabbits.
·	 Groom your pet regularly and consider having long-haired rabbits and guinea pigs 

trimmed.
·	 Provide shade for hutches and keep off the ground.
·	 Keep water topped up and feed as a treat water-rich fruit and vegetables, such as 

celery and apple, to keep them hydrated.

So stay safe and have a happy summer holiday! 
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Turners Pet Supplies

All your pet needs under one roof. 

Large range of good quality foods, accessories, treats and toys.

Friendly, helpful nutrition advice and lots of free parking.

Dogs always welcome for collar, harness & coat fi ttings

Local Delivery    

 

01454 227148   www.turnerspets.co.uk. 

Unit A16 Backfi eld Farm Business Park Iron Acton BS37 9XD                     
Open 9.30-5.00 Monday – Friday & 9.30-2.00 Saturday

Horticultural Show – 2015

The date for the 2015 Horticultural Show is looming ever closer!  Saturday 5th September should 
be a date that is fi xed in your horticultural calendar.  Plans are well in hand for this year’s show, 
and we are hoping that all of the green-fi ngered, crafty, fl ower arranging and culinary talented 
residents of Iron Acton Parish will rise to the challenge.

The schedule will soon be available on the community web site, and the technically minded 
Committee members are developing a Facebook page where you can ask any questions relating 
to displaying your exhibit, or simple things such as what type of jam to use in a Victoria Sponge! 

We hope that everybody will fi nd a class that appeals to them.  Please remember that all of the 
classes in the General, Homecraft, Photography, Flower Arranging and Art & Craft sections are 
open to all ages.  Please also remember that if anyone is in doubt about how to present their 
entry, please give one of the Committee members a ring to clarify.

So, here’s looking forward to plenty of sunshine, just enough rain and not too much wind 
throughout the forthcoming growing season!

Paula Evans

Horticultural Committee

PS – Can we please have the trophies back by the end of August, duly buffed and shined – 
Thank You. 
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Iron Acton K9 Club

KC GCDS Awards. The club has had a busy few months with lots of new members joining 
our Monday obedience training at Rangeworthy Hall. We have some lovely new puppies who 
responded well to Trevor’s KC GCDS Puppy Foundation training with some going on to train for 
the bronze award. Recent successful puppy foundations pairs are: Dave Moore with Barney, 
Tim Marchant with Honey, Lisa Scaife with Loki, Lindsey Hunt with Dakota, Angela with Carson, 
Paul Griffiths Williams with Bear and Verity Smith with Otto.
Bronze Awards: A number of members have been successful in passing the Bronze KCGCDS 
award - Alan Bartlett with Poppy, Sarah Bubb with Poppy, Becky Anstey with Beau, Sue Anstey 
with Ebony, and Kim Wathen with Archie.
Silver Awards: Alan and Sarah have both gone on to pass their silver assessment along with 
Karen Carnovale with Purdey and Ken Dicker with Archie. Well done everyone – going for gold 
next. The lighter nights coming mean we can begin some outdoor training for our members who 
are hoping to go on the take the gold assessment.
Agility/Flyball/Dummy Retrieves: Despite the very wet winter we have continued to enjoy 
agility and dummy retrieves in Iron Acton on Sunday afternoons. It will be a relief all round to 
change to evenings once the clocks go forward and hopefully some sunnier weather will make 
for lots of fun for dogs and handlers alike.
Trainers Training: Our trainers have continued to enjoy learning new skills by working with 
Karen Napthine from “Clever Dogs”. This has involved some of our dogs learning TV/film skills 
- so we might have a future star in our midst. Our next session, in & around Iron Acton Parish 
Hall, will be scent training - which could be interesting if they pick up and track the wrong one.
Iron Acton May Day: We are planning a demonstration for the ring at the May Day celebrations 
on the Village Green and will also be organising some doggy activities in the Parish Meadows. 
So come along to see us and have a go at recalling your dog through “Temptation Alley” or 
picking up dummies over hay bales. We look forward to seeing you all then.
Club Show/BBQ: This will be on 11th July 2015 when we will be holding a Novelty Show plus 
Activity competitions in the field behind Adanac. 
If you are would like more information or are interested in joining us please give us a ring – Kar-
en 01454 228891 or Sue 01454 228803. Tummy rubs all round.
    

Sue Gadsby  
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Thomas Silvey Ltd,  
Unit 5 Badminton Road Trading Estate, Yate, South Glos BS37 5NS 
 

Your friendly local suppliers of: 
 

Home Heating Oils 
Red and White Diesel 
Company Fuel Cards 
Adblue & Lubricants 
 

 







Music in the Meadows 3rd and 4th July  2015 in the Iron Acton Parish 
Meadows

Presented by Acton Aid

If you enjoy live music outdoors put the 3rd and 4th of July in your diary for a weekend extrava-
ganza of music in the meadows.

On Friday 3rd July – We present Mash in the Meadows - an evening of fantastic 
music from five local bands. The music has something for everyone ranging from rock, folk and 
blues to funk and jazz.

In its 3rd year, this is a musical feast that you should not miss. We are presenting five bands on 
a “Glastonbury” type stage. The line up this year features:

Celestine and her band. Celestine was on Tom Jones’ team on the BBC’s “The Voice” last 
year and was critically acclaimed. She has performed at some of the UK’s most prestigious 
venues including the Royal Albert Hall and Dominion Theatre, London in the Royal Variety 
Performance. Celestine has honed her craft as a musical performer and dancer supporting and 
gracing the same stages as some of the biggest names in music including Pee Wee Ellis, Millie 
Jackson, Sade, Dame Shirley Bassey and Lionel Richie to name but a few.
Flash Harry will be playing at the Mash for the third year. Their songs range from Irish jigs, 
blues and rock to strange stories of hamsters. Flash Harry will lift your hearts and get your feet 
stomping. This very talented group of musicians are one of the top Bristol bands. 
Fatman Swings started back in late 1991. With a lively brass section, they play a lively set 
of jump jive, boogie blues and early rock and roll that guarantee the audience will be up and 
dancing in no time at all.
First Raitt Band play American blues at its best. Caroline Tarbuck sings songs originally per-
formed by Bonnie Raitt, backed by her fabulous band. 

Mad Apple Circus This 9 piece band knock out a serious display of jumping musical fusion, 
that’s guaranteed to bury deep into the recesses of your subconscious. They deliver an infec-
tious mix of ska/hip-hop/jazz, where swing and reggae influences jump through. 

Gates open at 6.30pm and Mad Apple Circus start the music at 7.00pm.

A bar and hot food is available as well as a coffee bar – so you can come straight from work if 
you so wish.

On Saturday 4th July, treat yourself to the Iron Acton Proms in the Meadows. Bring 
your posh picnics and picnic paraphernalia and sit back and chill.

This year will have an American theme (note the coincidence of 4th July!) with the Bristol Millen-
nium Orchestra playing a variety of music from America.

The evening will also include favourites from the Proms and will finish with a stunning firework 
display.
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Richard Allen, the renowned tenor will front the orchestra. Other performers include the Framp-
ton Footwarmers playing Dixieland Chicago  Jazz, the Iron Acton Community Choir, The Kath-
ryn Hurley Dance Academy and the Junior Fascinating Rhythm plus more.
Don’t forget your Union Jacks and stars and stripes if you have them!
Gates open at 4.30pm  and the performances start at 6.00pm

To book tickets on line go to Acton Aid’s new web site www.actonaid.org.uk or you can buy from  
The Lamb Inn, Iron Acton.

Prices are:

Before 14th June After 14th June

Mash £13 £17
Proms £17 £21
Combined ticket £24 £32
Under 16’s each event £2 £3

Iron Acton Toddler Group

The Toddler Group is thriving again this year; we have had Jazzy Jamboree in twice, planted 
spring flowers, made the Easter Garden for the church and had an Easter egg hunt.  We also 
ran a ride-on area at the Iron Acton May Day which went well and thank you to all those that 
helped.

We are now planning for the summer.  As always we will be having a summer trip when we plan 
to go to Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm one Friday in June.

We will also be throwing an end of year Toddler’s garden party on the last Friday of term (17th 
July).

My son William will be starting school in September and therefore I will no longer be going to 
toddler group on a Friday which I will miss immensely.  Although do expect to see me for tea, 
cake and a natter from time to time!!  Sophie B, Lucy, Mattie and Jasmine will also be joining 
their older siblings at school this year and we wish them all the best.

I would like to say a massive thank you to Katie for helping me with the Toddler Group for the 
past 6 years and to all the other mums who have supported us and of course to all the children 
who have entertained us!  It’s been a privilege to be part of it and as an important stepping stone 
for our young children I hope it continues to thrive for years to come.

If anyone is interested in joining our friendly group, we meet at 10.30 am on Friday morn-
ings at the Marshall Rooms in Iron Acton so either pop along or give  Katie a call on  01454 
228997.

Ann Mora
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Friends of Iron Acton Primary School

The end of the Academic Year is fast approaching. Before we know it, we’ll be saying goodbye 
to our current Year 6 pupils!  Looking back on the last few terms, I am amazed at how busy we 
have been since last autumn.  We’ve put on a Halloween party for the schoolchildren, organised 
two Bake Sales to raise funds for the School, run a Christmas Fair, held a Christmas Disco 
and managed to get together for a few social events.  Since the New Year, we’ve organised a 
Theatre Workshop for the whole School, held a Quiz Night in the Parish Hall and run a fantastic 
Easter Egg Hunt in the grounds of the School.  And we’re not stopping there!  On May Day we’ll 
be running a Tombola and Sweets Stall at the Village’s annual May Day on the Green.  In July, 
we’ll be holding a Summer Tea Party to bid a fond farewell to Mrs Bendeaux who is retiring this 
year.  Also in July, we’ll be organising the usual End of School Year Prom plus an exciting whole 
School Trip to Acton Court which will include a visit from the Hawk and Owl Trust.

Our fundraising efforts have been particularly fruitful this Academic Year.  We have bought 
Ipads, books, a new practice Maypole, commemorative plaques, Easter Eggs, Christmas pres-
ents and a storage shed.  Most recently, we have donated £1000 to Class 1 for a new canopy 
that will provide much needed shelter for the younger schoolchildren.  We have also purchased 
Hi-vis vests for the staff and children to wear on school trips and, with Mrs Bendeaux leaving, 
we hope to fund a Legacy of her choosing.

As Chair of the PTA I would like to extend my gratitude to everyone who attended our most 
recent AGM.  Our Committee remains strong with Karen Parker as Secretary, Sonya Grubb as 
Vice Chair, Sally Bowd as Treasurer and Heather Tillotson, Rachel Frise, Nicola Webber and 
Bev Jones as General Committee Members.  On a sadder note, I would like to say a massive 
thank you and goodbye to Sarah Ridler who steps down from Friends this year after seven 
years’ hard graft.  Sarah has assumed a variety of roles on the Committee over the years – Vice 
Chair and Treasurer being two of them.  Sarah’s shoes will be incredibly hard to fill and we will 
miss her dedication and willingness to help over and above the norm.  

As ever when I write about the PTA, I end this piece inviting new parents and carers to join our 
small friendly team.  If you could give up a tiny amount of time to come to the odd meeting, 
share your ideas, support our functions and come to our socials, then do please get in touch 
via email (anniekinghome@gmail.com) or via our Facebook page.  Just type in Friends of Iron 
Acton School and follow the links.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy summer.

Annie King
Chairperson
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Iron  Acton Primary School

As I prepare for my retirement in July, I refl ect on my eleven years as Head teacher of Iron Acton 
Primary school.

After several years as Deputy Head teacher, I began looking for a new challenge. My inspiration 
came from Mrs Glenys Anderson, Head teacher of North Road School. She convinced me that 
being head teacher of a small, village school was the perfect way in which to take on a leader-
ship role but remain in close contact with pupils and parents.

When the Iron Acton vacancy was advertised, I was immediately interested. Reading the 
school’s values and priorities, I knew this  was where I wanted to go. Visiting the school, I was 
immediately impressed with the beautiful building. I was warmly welcomed by staff, pupils and 
Governors. It was clear that everyone was proud of this school and that every child was import-
ant. Interview days fl ew past in a rush, with no major mishaps (apart from spilling green paint 
on class 2 carpet!). To my delight I was offered the job

Fortunately there were many well informed, supportive, caring people to support me through 
those early days. Staff, Governors and parents were generous with their time and encourage-
ment and many teams evolved within school. Our reward came with our 2009 Ofsted’s judge-
ment raising the school from ‘satisfactory’ to ‘good’. Pupils, staff and governors have left and 
new ones joined, but the school core essence remains strong and in 2014 we received another 
‘good’ rating.

Being a church school adds a special dimension to pupils’ development. St James the Less is a 
beautiful building providing an inspiring venue for curriculum activities and special celebrations. 
Some of my most vivid memories are the Nativity plays and Christingle services. Having Rector 
Sue as vice chair of Governors was a real blessing. She was always in school talking to pupils 
or ensuring our paperwork refl ected Christian values. With her departure, the school had to re-
think how to promote church life in school.  Rona Wright and Sandra Sparkes came up trumps 
with an Open the book program, delivering weekly Bible based worship to younger pupils. In 
more recent years Reverend Jean Capstick has worked tirelessly attending our services and 
delivering worships to enhance pupils’ understanding of Christian festivals.

The school benefi ts from being part of a vibrant, supportive village. Pupils are provided with so 
many opportunities inside and outside of school. Supporting village events helps pupils learn 
about citizenship: making cards for the Elderly, running stalls or delivering magazines. Acton 
Aid has provided fi nancial support and working parties to improve the school building. But the 
highlight for most people has to be May Day. Seeing the crowning of the May queen, King and 
princesses and watching the dancers skipping merrily round the May pole is an impressive 
sight.

I am looking forward to my retirement and having time to explore new opportunities.  I will leave 
with many, many happy memories of my time at Iron Acton. I shall always be grateful to every-
one for making this such a joyful, special experience.

Jill Bendeaux

The Local Poyntz team would like to thank Jill for all her contributions to our community maga-
zine, over the last 11 years, and wish her a long and happy retirement.
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Year 6 have been writing Haikus about Spring time. These are traditional 
Japanese poems which try to capture a fleeting natural image• 

Haikus have 3 lines with a 5–7–5 syllable pattern. 

Brown hedgehogs rolling. 
And noisily snuffling. 
Messing up the leaves. 
 
Butterflies twisting. 
Gliding across waterfalls. 
Spreading their soft wings. 
 
One giant fish bounced. 
Onto the green river bank. 
Then plopped straight back in. 
 
Lilly 
 

Bees buzzing loudly. 
Reaching out for scrumptious food. 
With their long black tongues.   
 
Courtney 

Worms sliding at night. 
Be so careful where you step. 
They deserve to live. 
 
Caterpillars jump. 
Ready for Springtime changes. 
As their cocoons break. 
 
Ellie  
 

Ducks dipping their heads. 
Like divers performing  in shows 
With elegant wings. 
 
Worms wiggling round. 
Non -stop, Day in and day out. 
Never sleep just play. 
 
 Olivia  
 

Smelly frogs croaking. 
Like crazy doorbells buzzing. 
With a joyful tune. 
 
Butterflies gliding. 
Like bright colourful parrots. 
Giggling with joy. 
 
Ellen 

Wriggly worms crawl. 
All over the spring time floor 
Eating lots of mud. 
 
Small birds passing by. 
Tweeting through the long forest. 
Flying back home fast. 
 
Ethan 

Iron Acton School Children



Iron Acton 
Parish Hall 

                            
2-4.30 pm 

Come and join us for 
another fun afternoon at the 
Parish Hall with an 
interesting mix of the 
traditional stalls, unique 
crafts & produce.

    SATURDAY 11TH JULY 
 ST JAMES  THE LESS




PCC of St JAMES the LESS

St James the Less church has been serving the community of Iron Acton since the 14th century 
and continues today to be a place that welcomes all who come in faith, looking for peace and 
fellowship.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) and volunteers make the church what it is, an active part of 
the parish community whose aims are to serve the people of the parish through faith. To cele-
brate the highs and help support those in times of hardship.  
As well as Church services and activities we organise local events to raise money, have fun and 
enjoy the spirit of community.  Our next event of the Traditional Summer Fete is in the Parish Hall 
on 11 July at 2:00- 4:30p.m.  There will be lots of stalls with unique crafts, produce and games to 
play for the children.  Please come along, bring the family and have some fun.
This year St James the Less has become part of the Fromeside Churches Benefice which com-
prises All Saints, Winterbourne Down; St James the Less, Iron Acton; St Michael’s, Winterbourne 
and St Peter’s in Frampton Cottrell.   This means that we are part of a local community and work 
with the other churches sharing each other’s resources and helping each other where we can.
We now have a Holy Communion every Sunday at 9:15am except the second Sunday of each 
month when we have a family service at 9:30am.
We also meet at 11:00am every Wednesday in the Marshall Rooms with either Morning Praise or 
Holy Communion.
The role of the PCC continues to adapt as the new Benefice takes shape so it is a good time to 
remodel it in a way that fits with our 21st century lifestyle. Whilst we haven’t quite got to Skype 
conferencing in place of regular meetings we meet once a quarter for a catch-up and to discuss 
how we might improve what we do.  Working in the PCC should not be a burden but generally 
is a pleasure as we work towards common goals through a shared faith and we would welcome 
new members.  If you are interested then please come along to a meeting and see how it all 
works.
We are always looking for new members and ideas so if you have anything that you would like 
to see from the Church or its involvement with other community groups – please don’t hesitate to 
call one of the officers and any contributions are always welcome.
 

 Churchwardens:

Carol Groom   228712
Peter Huish     228861

PCC Members:

Penny Wheeler    228544
Annette Bishop    228642
Pauline Horne      776420
Di Heal                 228498
Heather Tillotson  227419
Lisa Hatherell       228725
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Acton Aid
Since our last report, Acton Aid has helped out at the very successful Village Christmas event 
and distributed Christmas parcels around the parish. Now we are getting into gear for this 
year’s events. 
First up, we will be providing barbecue sustenance for visitors to the May Day celebrations on 
Bank Holiday Monday 4th May.  We are also making preparations for this year’s music week-
end – Mash in the Meadows and Proms in the Meadows – on Friday 3rd July and Saturday 4th 
July. There is more about these events elsewhere in the magazine. We are really excited that 
for its third outing Mash will feature a great mix of boogie, blues, swing, reggae and some good 
old fashioned rock.  Proms this year will have an American theme, so expect some stateside 
tunes alongside the traditional proms music and the occasional stars and stripes mixed with 
the Union flags.
Another date for your calendar is this year’s Iron Acton Beer Festival, which will take place at 
the Parish Hall on Saturday 5th September.  This has now become established as a regular local 
event and there will be more on this next time.  We are also planning some exciting new things. 
For the first time we plan to construct the parish’s very own Stonehenge, out of bales.  This 
‘Balehenge’ will be built on the weekend of 20/21st June so that parishioners can celebrate sun-
rise and the coming of summer… although this will mean being up at 4 o’clock on the Sunday 
morning.  Also new will be an event for children in the parish which will take place in October.  
There will be more on this soon, too.
We have also been busy around the parish. Acton Aid working parties have been in action in the 
Parish Meadows, clearing paths and helping to keep the play area tidy and at Iron Acton School 
which has had a fresh lick or two of paint.  In addition, we have supported the acquisition of a 
defibrillator for the parish and the training of a crack squad of local people to use it.
Membership wise we have had some record breaking attendances at our recent meetings, and 
have welcomed Mark Kavanagh as a new member since our last report.  At the February AGM 
we said a big ‘thank you’ to Robert Pardoe, who completed his year in the Chair having led us 
with great style and presence.  Our meetings take place at The Lamb Inn at 8pm on the first 
Thursday of every month.  They are generally relaxed and informal, with the planning of events 
and the distribution of resources discussed over a few pints.  New members are very welcome.
If you’d like to find out more about us or know of a parishioner who may benefit from the support 
of Acton Aid please do contact the Chairman, Dominic Walters, on 228303 or the Secretary, 
Jason Haselhan, on 228701, in confidence.
Dominic Walters
Chairman
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YOUNG POYNTZ

Way up in the sky 

The sky was bluer, the grass greener, the wind stronger but she enjoyed it sweeping her deep, 
conker, brown hair behind her ears. She was a bird, a plane, a super hero. Wherever she was, 
Nina wasn’t in the park and she wasn’t currently being giggled at by the 3 girls sat on the swings 
next to her. When the swing stopped and she came bumping down to earth she smiled at the 
girls and wondered what they were talking about that was so funny.
All her life Nina had been playing with dolls, going on bouncy castles and swinging on swings, 
not sitting and talking. Everyone else she knew had been the same up until now. Suddenly it 
wasn’t acceptable. 
When Nina was put with Samantha, the girl who strutted rather than walked, for a school proj-
ect, everything fell to pieces.
 Nina walked into Samantha’s bedroom and blinked. She couldn’t have counted the clothes, 
pairs of shoes or make up products that were all so neatly organised in her walk in wardrobe. 
Despite Nina setting out her paper and pen on the desk and starting to talk about the project, 
Samantha had other ideas as to what they were going to do. 
“Oh… I don’t plan to do the project today. No, I’m going to the park with some of my friends, you 
can come but … not like that.”
The very last thing Nina wanted to do was go to the park with Samantha’s friends who’s heads 
were larger than the sun’s diameter. But Samantha insisted on plastering her in makeup. She 
was then forced to put on some skinny jeans and a tiny t-shirt, much to her annoyance. But, 
however covered in makeup she now was, nothing could mask what she did next.
She sat on the swing and pushed herself until she was high in the sky, she was flying like a bird 
until she heard the noise of the predators down below. The girls were stood there like hyenas 
laughing their giant heads off, but she could see in the corner of her eye that Sam wasn’t laugh-
ing and she seemed as if she would give anything to join Nina. 
That night Nina lay wide awake, she got up and opened the back door. She flinched as her 
bare feet touched the cold cobbles and she started to weep. She barely knew who she was and 
she watched as the mascara created a small black puddle beside her almost mocking her and 
reminding her she was blank inside, she had no identity, and she was alone. Meanwhile Sa-
mantha sat doing the very same thing outside her house. Nina looked in the puddle and there 
was her reflection bright and clear. She was Nina. And even if hundreds of girls and boys her 
age hide their identity, afraid of being different, two girls that night were spared and continue to 
enjoy the wind sweeping their hair back where nothing else matters, way up in the sky.
By Jess Hatherell
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YOUNG POYNTZ

Iron Acton Code Cracker

Use the code to work out the Iron Acton words.

1. 20,8,5  13,5,1,4,15,23,19
2. 19,20  10,1,13,5,19  20,8,5  12,5,19,19  3,8,21,18,3,8
3. 1,12,12,15,20,13,5,14,20,19
4. 16,1,18,9,19,8  8,1,12,12
5. 9,18,15,14  1,3,20,15,14  16,18,9,13,1,18,25  19,3,8,15,15,12
6. 20,8,5  12,1,13,2

By Ellie Ridler
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YOUNG POYNTZ

Diary of a killer stray cat 

“Diary of Killer cat” is a best-selling book by Anne Fine. I thought I would adapt it to a stray cat 
in the village that spends a lot of time in my house and with me (we do like him)!!!
Hello,
             I have decided to write a diary all about ME! I’ll start off by giving you some personal 
information about me:

·	 I am 4 years old

·	 I am a black cat

·	 I live at any house as long as they feed me

·	 I have lots of names; some of them I probably shouldn’t mention though

Now you know tons of information about me I can start telling you some recent events that have 
led up to me limping (which I don’t like). I am champion cat fighter in the local area, but I am 
currently on injury rest after injuring my leg, not sure how that happened (innocent round eyes 
and purring as loud as I can). Anyway before I admit anything about my leg that I shouldn’t, let’s 
change the subject. 
I am a cat that knows what he likes and I guess can be a bit picky at times. But I was highly 
unimpressed when the current house that I am staying at started feeding me Morrisons cat food 
instead of my normal Whiskers.
It was nice writing this diary but I need to go now as I need to do my stretches to make my leg 
better. After all the sooner I can get back to defend my title, the better!!!

                            
The stray cat from Iron Acton
By Alicia Scott
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YOUNG POYNTZ

Film review: Big Hero 6

Big Hero 6 is a film set in the future in a place called San Francisco. Being a film rated PG it is 
great for the family. It deals with themes like tragedy but is mostly action so probably is more 
appealing to boys.
The main character, Hero Hamada, relates to many older children which is quite different for 
Disney. Some parts are humorous and can cause giggles especially in a cinema. 
All the characters are very well designed and are all very different. Unlike Frozen it is not based 
around songs, although it does have a soundtrack. The storyline makes sense but still can be 
shocking leading you one way but ending in another.
Overall a really good film and a must-see.
Elvis Webster

Uganda Trip 2016

Hello! We are students at Brimsham Green School in Yate. We are part of a 12-strong team of 
students in years 11 & 12 who have been selected to travel to the Hosanna Primary School in 
Kampala, Uganda in the summer of 2016.
Hosanna Priamry School and Brimsham Green School are part of a global partnership and we 
will be the fourth group of students from our school to visit Hosanna.
For the trip to go ahead we need to raise an enormous £25,000. This will fund the cost of flights, 
accommodation and enable us to take much needed resources to Hosanna School. We will be 
in Uganda for two weeks, spending the first week teaching at Hosanna School and organising a 
sports day for all 850 pupils there. In the second week we will be taking some of the P7 (equiva-
lent to our Year 7) pupils from Hosanna on safari. This will be an incredible experience for them 
as well as us. But of course we have a lot of fundraising to do before then.
Over the coming year we will be popping up at various Iron Acton village events raising funds 
towards the Uganda trip. We hope that you will be able to support us in our efforts. And if you 
see us out and about fund raising please come and chat to us. We will be very happy to tell 
you more about the partnership with Hosanna Primary School and our planned trip. Or, you can 
find out more by visiting our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/hosannatripugan-
da2016?fref=ts

Molly Haselhan & Joe Hatherell
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May Day on the Green, 4th May 2015
I say this every year – ‘it would be hard to top last year’s May Day on the Green!’ This year is no 
exception. We were really lucky with the weather and I think it safe to say that this year’s May 
Day was once again a tumultuous success.  The Green was a hive of activity from very early on 
and it was great to see so many stalls, so many ‘free’ activities, the ever faithful fairground rides, 
the PlayBus, the tanks, the vintage cars and tractors, the military vehicles, the traction engines 
and all the Charity Tents.  It was particularly great to have the Dixie Belles joining us once again.  
They rounded off the day beautifully with their three-part harmonies, swing and boogie-woogie.  
What a treat!

Special thanks this year go to the following people and groups:

To Roddy Hughes for providing such spectacular transport for the May Day Royalty.
To Westerleigh Brass Band for their delightful music.
To Karen Parker and her skilled Tae-kwon Do Troup.
To the Key Stage One children of Iron Acton Primary School for their lovely Fish and Chip 
Dance. 
To all the Maypole Dancers from Iron Acton Primary School – you all did so well!
To Miss Kathryn Hurley and all her dancers – you all danced wonderfully.
To Iron Acton K9 Club.  You were brilliant!
To Jon Sandy for all the straw bales.
To Bob Allen for being our veritable MC.
To everyone on the May Day Committee and beyond for organising the event and making it a 
truly accomplished day.

And finally to Mrs Jill Bendeaux who crowned our May Queen and King.  Mrs Bendeaux is retir-
ing from Iron Acton Primary School this year and will be greatly missed.  This was a fitting tribute 
to a wonderful Head-teacher.
So, like a complete whirlwind, another May Day has come and gone and the Committee will now 
rest until the New Year of 2016.  Thank you to everyone who supported and attended the Day.  
My apologies if I have not mentioned you personally but, rest assured, it would not have been 
the same without you!

With thanks,

Annie King
On behalf of the May Day Committee
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Iron Acton Women’s Institute

It promises to be an exciting year for us as the WI celebrates its centenary.  
Coincidentally it is Iron Acton’s turn to host the two Group meetings, which occur 
in April and October so we are hopefully going to produce two evenings, which 
will befit such an auspicious year.
Our first meeting of the year had a record turn out with new members in 
attendance.  We heard an interesting talk from Tony Harding on the Hatters 
of Frampton Cotterell and Watley’s End.  He illustrated his talk with projected 
photographs and diagrams and produced booklets showing various trails 
illustrated with old and new photographs of hatters’ cottages and factories.  Even 
members who had lived in the area for many years were surprised at how much 
evidence of this industry, here since the 18th century, still survives.
In February we were treated to a talk from Tytherington farmer Richard Cornock, 
entitled “A Year on a Dairy Farm”.  A Cornock has lived in their farmhouse since 
the early 19th century and owned it since the early 20th century.  Richard is a very 
enthusiastic speaker and passionate about the farm, now run with his brother 
and (supposedly) retired father, who is over 80.  They are currently in a 10 year 
environmental scheme called Higher Level Stewardship which is run by the 
government body Natural England and provides financial support to carry out a 
number of environmental projects including replanting of the orchards, resowing 
the hay meadows with wild flower seeds and restoring field ponds.  Richard 
was able to show us his work in the form of a book he has written, illustrated 
with his own photographs.  He has also written articles for the NFU magazine 
and had his own local radio programme.  His enthusiasm was infectious and 
members took the opportunity to buy greetings cards in the form of his own 
farmyard photographs.
In March we had much to discuss on the arrangements for the April Group 
Meeting, which we are hosting in the Parish Hall on the 9th April.  Therefore 
with only limited time left, Mary, one of our own members, was kind enough to 
share with us her jewellery making skills.  She runs her business having attended 
several courses over the years and has gone from strength to strength.  She 
brought along many examples of the array of gemstones and beads she has and 
demonstrated some of the numerous designs possible for necklaces, bracelets 
and earrings. It was suggested that Mary may be able to bring along some of her 
jewellery in the Autumn as so many members were interested in purchasing her 
wares for themselves and for presents.
As well as further talks to look forward to, there are two outings planned for June 
and July.  Our Secretary, Stella Taylor, can be contacted on 01454 228417 for 
more information on our activities and our meetings, which are held in the Parish 
Hall on the second Monday of the month.
Sylvie Powell
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