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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Local Poyntz team: - Jon Aries, Caroline Haselhan, Jessica Hatherell, Sarah Ridler, Amanda 
Scott, Jane Spare, John Wright, Marilyn Wright and myself, Pamela McCoy. 
 
 
Distributors.  Many thanks to our team of distributors. We would be really grateful to have 
some extra help with this task. In particular we require people to assist with North Road and 
Wotton Road. It is not a difficult job and is only 4 times a year. If you would like to help please 
contact Jane Spare on 01454 228257 or e-mail jane.spare@btinternet.com. 
 
AUTUMN MAGAZINE.  
We were a product of our initial success and had a big response to the summer magazine. 
Instead of 40 pages it grew to 44, which was very exciting. Thanks to all the people who sent 
articles.  
 
WEBSITE 
We hope that you are finding some time to explore the website which contains a lot of photos, 
and information about events within our Parish. You will also find a copy of each magazine 
and the websites of all advertisers. If you wish to contribute to the website please contact Jon 
Aries  localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
FLYERS  
You will have noticed that there were some flyers in the summer and autumn editions. If 
anyone would like to put a flyer into subsequent magazines please contact me (name, ‘phone 
number and e-mail address below) 
 
PHOTO’S  
I am still looking for photographs of the Parish, which depict the seasons, to put on the front 
page of the magazine. They must be portrait, of good quality and clearly of our Parish. I need 
a photo for the spring edition, so please search through your i-photo’s, or whichever system 
you use, and get in touch with me. 
 
ARTICLES 
I am sure that there will be many people, within the parish, who have a tale to tell so please 
don’t be shy…we want to hear from you! 
  
If you wish to advertise, contribute an article or write a letter, please contact me, Pamela 
McCoy 01454 228874 e-mail pam.localpoyntz@gmail.com. 
 
The deadline for the spring edition is 2nd February. Nothing can be accepted after that 
date. 
 
Front-page image was courtesy of Pamela McCoy 
 
Printed by Jamprint Design & Printing Ltd. 01249 823950 
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The English Year 
 

This is a very big subject, and below are just some of the highlights 
 from this quarter. 

 
December 1st. St Eligious’ – Patron saint of blacksmiths – reputed to have taken the Devil by 
the nose with his red-hot tongs. 
December 6th. St Nicholas – Patron of children, sailors, unmarried girls, pawnbrokers, 
apothecaries and perfumers. Among other deeds, he restored to life 3 boys who had been 
murdered, dismembered and stored in a tub of brine by a butcher. His real claim to fame is 
his central role in the development of Santa Claus. 
December 25. Christmas Day – Was a pagan festival taken over by the Christian church and 
modified for its use. It was banned by parliament in the mid 17th century. The Victorians 
remodeled it and brought in new customs (crackers/cards/stockings etc) Albert imported the 
“tree” from Germany. 
December 28th. Holy Innocents Day – The day King Herod, in his attempt to find the infant 
Jesus, ordered all male children under the age of 2 in Bethlehem to be killed. 
Dec. 31st/Jan. 1st. New year – Celebrated in Scotland (Hogmanay) far longer than in England, 
where Christmas was the greater event. In 1974 New Year’s Day became a bank holiday in 
England and took on the atmosphere we see today. 
 
January 6th. Epiphany – Arrival of the Magi (wise men) to see Christ. It was the old Christmas 
day. It is also Twelfth Night, which was a time of partying for all. 
January 7th. St Distaff’s Day – The day when women resumed their spinning after the 
Christmas period. 
January 19th. St Wulfstan’s Day – Many miraculous cures took place at his tomb. 
January 20th. St Agnes’ Eve – Popular for young women to try to predict their marriage 
prospects. This took place at night on the eve of the saint. St Agnes remained a virgin and 
dedicated herself to Christ.  
January 25th. St. Paul’s Day – Paul’s conversion to Christianity on the road to Damascus. 
 
February 2nd. Candlemas – The purification of the Virgin Mary and presentation of Jesus in 
the temple at Bethlehem. 
February 3rd. St Blaise Day – Healed sick people and animals. Saved the life of a boy who 
had a fishbone stuck in his throat. He was tortured by being torn with iron combs. 
February 10th. St Scholastica’s Day – Remembered by the academic community. Many 
schools and colleges named after her. 
February 14th. St Valentines Day – Origins are obscure. Dominant feature is giving of gifts, 
letters and cards to a lover. Children visited neighbours and sang to them. 
Shrovetide and Lent – Starting on Ash Wednesday is 40 days of Lent, which ends on Easter 
Saturday. A season of fasting, penance and piety. All meat, eggs, cooking fat and cheese 
were forbidden, as were marriage and sexual intercourse. There were numerous events, 
which took place on Shrove Tuesday including Cock throwing, Cock fighting, Egg shackling 
and, of course, Pancakes. Pancake making seems to be the only survivor. 
 
David McCoy 
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WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

 

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Extensions – Staircases – Doors 
Flooring – Carpentry – Renovations - Exteriors 

 

WWW.JGCARPENTRY.COM 

J G CARPENTRY 

For a fast professional service & competitive quotation 

 

01454 851032 or 07738934875 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Positive Solutions (Financial Services) Ltd. is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered as a Limited Company in 
England and Wales No. 3276760.  
 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate advice on some 
taxation matters. 

 
 

 

 

For free initial consultation contact:  
Mark Curtis Dip FA 
Office – 01454 222898 
Mobile - 07917 390943 
Poplar Farm, Yate Road, Iron Acton, Bristol, BS37 9XY 
MarkCurtis@thinkpositive.co.uk 
www.markcurtis-ifa.co.uk 

Your Local Financial Adviser, Qualified since 1997 

 

Positive Solutions does not regulate or provide services in respect of tax advice.  
Please ask your advisor for a separate terms of business 

COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE? 

 SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS PLANNING 
 RETIREMENT PLANNING 
 PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 TAX PLANNING 
 MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 
 EQUITY RELEASE 

 



Iron Acton K9 Club 
 
We continue to train to KCGC scheme standards in Rangeworthy Village Hall on Monday 
evenings. Now that the nights are drawing in we have changed the time of our Activities Club 
to Sunday afternoons at 2.30pm in Iron Acton. For more details see our website 
www.ironactonk9club.co.uk.  
 
Lots of new members have joined us for Good Citizens Training and many have been 
successful in achieving passes. Puppy rosette have been awarded to: Emma with Maisie, 
Jekka with Tansy, Dave with Berkley, Rick with Mona, Caroline with Poppy, Gemma with 
Spencer, Phil with Kai, Gary with Abel, Mary with Dolly, Amy with Alice, Peter with Tom, 
Aimee  with Reggie, Jane with Maddie, Gemma with Wilfred, Kirsteen with Dexter, Hannah 
with Daisy, and Gabbie with Skye. At bronze level Lawrence & Zozo, Mike & Bonney, John & 
Lyra, Sharon & Mia, Gemma & Spencer, Phil & Kai and Angela & Carson have all worked 
hard to meet the required Kennel Club standard. 

Passes at silver level are Linsey with Dakota, Paul with Bear, and John with Barney. These 
combinations are now working towards the Gold standard. The Kennel Club gold standard is 
very tough to attain so passes at this level mean the handlers and dogs have worked really 
hard. Two pairings - Sarah Bubb with Poppy and Steve Anstey with Ebony have been 
successful recently. A number of other members are close to reaching the standard so 
hopefully will be receiving their rosettes soon. 
 
Congratulations to everyone who has been successful at all levels. 
 
We have recently introduced Scent training into our Club class on Mondays which has been 
really enjoyable. It’s lovely to see dogs working and achieving success when they find their 
“treasure”. Some of our handlers and dogs have also been to Truffle Hunting Training School 
in Somerset so we may be taking orders soon for this delicacy. 
  
Out trainers are also continuing to update their skills by working with trainers from The Clever 
Dog Company.  
 
We are looking forward to our club Christmas meal at the Lamb on Saturday 5th December 
and our Doggy Xmas Party on Monday 14th December. Lots of fun for dogs & owners. 
 
If you would like more information about classes please ring Sue 01454 228803 or Karen 
01454 228891 or see our website – address above. 
 
Tummy rubs all round.   
 
Sue. 
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Iron Acton Women’s Institute 
Our first talk after the summer break was from Ann Freeman on Herbs for Women, during 
which we learnt that many of the 'Old Wives' Tales' we heard from our mothers and 
grandmothers had an element of truth to them in many cases.  Ann, a botanist, brought many 
examples with her and explained that flora such as nettles, marigold petals, couch grass and 
fennel leaves were, and still are, useful in treating conditions suffered by women, be they 
young, tired mums or older and menopausal. Perhaps one of the most unsurprising 
revelations was that hops aid sleep! 

In September we had a trip to Windsor Castle. Despite a gloomy weather forecast, it wasn't 
bad at all. There was so much to see within the Castle, the State Apartments, The Doll's 
House and St George's Chapel that time was of the essence but most of us saw everything 
we wanted to and fitted in a good lunch as well. 

Our talk in October was by Robert Vernon from the Yate Food Bank. He explained very 
clearly the various people who benefit from the scheme and exploded the myths of anybody 
being able to turn up and help themselves when they felt like it. Those in need have to be 
referred by professionals such as doctors, social workers and police and are issued with 
vouchers which can be redeemed for three days of emergency food.  The food is all donated 
and advice is also on hand from volunteers who speak to recipients over a cup of tea and 
point them to various agencies who can help solve longer term problems. As part of the WI 
centenary this year, we decided to donate 100 items of food to the food bank. This goal was 
exceeded for which Robert expressed his thanks. 

Our AGM was also held in October and Stella stepped down as Secretary after many years of 
service. She was thanked for her hard work and presented with a card and flowers. Bridget 
Grinsted has gamely taken on the role and Rona Wright and Elizabeth Edwards remain as 
President and Treasurer respectively. 

Mary also brought along her extensive range of hand-made jewellery and members were 
eager to purchase for themselves and as presents. 

We hosted the second of the Group meetings held this year and provided the entertainment.  
Magician Barry Smith entertained and delighted visitors at their tables with card tricks and 
sleight of hand and later performed on stage. The evening was completed with a well 
received performance from the Dixie Belles singing boogie woogie and swing from the 1940s 
and 50s. 

November sees us at La Passione in Chipping Sodbury for our 96th birthday party and we'll 
have our Christmas party in the Parish Hall in December. 

We have another full programme organised for next year so anyone wishing to join our 
friendly group can contact Bridget on 321741. We meet in the Parish Hall on the second 
Monday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Sylvie Powell 
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Wishing you a safe and merry Christmas 

 
I hope you have a wonderful Christmas, full of festive cheer. But I do urge you to be careful as 
Christmas Day is the worst day of the year for fire claims – 150% higher than normal. 
Accidents with cooking, candles and all those Christmas lights are usually to blame. So to 
help make sure your Christmas is a merry one, I have provided these simple fire safety tips. 
 
Choose a fresh tree, rather than one that’s shedding needles, and stand it in a large, stable 
container away from doors, fireplaces and heat sources. Water it regularly and, if possible, 
spray it with flame retardant. 
 
Only use fairy lights marked with British Standard BSEN60598 2-20 and the Kitemark. Also, 
when you get them out of the box, check they’re in good condition with no exposed wiring. 
 
Having working smoke and carbon monoxide alarms is also highly recommended. They could 
save your life.  
 
And as well as being one of the busiest times of the year for the Fire Brigade, Christmas is 
also a busy time for thieves. Make sure presents can’t be seen from outside your home, so 
you’re less likely to be the target of a break-in. And, if you don’t already have a sensor light 
outside your house, think about installing one.  
 
Have you got the insurance you need to stay safe this winter? Call me on 07818 
047642 or email me at nicola.webber@alliedwessex.co.uk if you would like me 
to review your Insurance. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Nicola  

The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) is the independent watchdog that regulates financial services. 
Allied Wessex Westinsure Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Our FCA Register number is 309527 and you can check our status at www.fca.gov.uk/register or by 
contacting the FCA on 0845 606 1234. 
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News from Iron Acton Primary School 

Hello everyone. My name is Mike Riches and I am the new headteacher at Iron Acton Primary 
School. I am incredibly pleased to have joined the school at the start of September and what a 
quick first few months it has been! It has been a pleasure to meet many people from the 
community already and thank you all for your very warm welcome.  

The children have settled very well into a new school year and are working incredibly hard as 
are the staff! They have been learning all about their local area, the Stone Age and the Iron 
Age amongst many other things. We have been focusing on the enjoyment of reading too and 
the children and staff have been sharing their favourite books each Friday during assembly. 

Our recently established school council have been meeting together regularly to help make 
important decisions about changes at the school. They were selected by the other children in 
their classes to represent them at school council meetings. The council have already met 
together to make decisions about which charities the school should support as well as how to 
further develop our school learning environment. They are all very enthusiastic to take on their 
new role and to make a significant difference to the school.   

We were very pleased to join together at St James the Less Church for our annual Harvest 
service which was very well attended by parents and church representatives. The children 
performed in a variety of ways to help celebrate Harvest. The school PTA also worked hard to 
raise over £250 for the British Red Cross and we collected items to be sent to Calais with Polly 
Ellwood to support stranded refugees.  

The school Governors continue to form a strong team which both supports and challenges the 
school. It is made up of representatives from the staff, parents, Local Authority, church and 
local area. We welcome Ann Mora and Ellie Blanch as our new parent Governors this year and 
Ben Clark as a co-opted Governor; Ellie has also agreed to take on the important role of Chair 
of Governors. We are still looking for one more co-opted Governor who lives in or near the 
village and has a certain skill (e.g. an understanding of finance). If you are interested in this 
voluntary position please phone the school for more information – we would be very pleased to 
hear from you.  

Not only has the school had big changes to its staffing this year with the retirement of long 
standing headteacher Jill Bendeaux but education as a whole continues to see many changes 
take place. We are working hard to make sure we are delivering an exciting and engaging 
curriculum, tailored to our locality as well as adopting a new way to assess children’s progress. 
These are both significant governmental changes that we have embraced as a school and will 
continue to develop as time goes on.  

Over the coming months we will be improving the building by installing a set of new windows to 
one of the classrooms and some of the staff areas to ensure that all areas of the school are 
warm and safe. We will of course be preparing for Christmas festivities including our annual 
Nativity at St James the Less and other parties and celebrations in school.   

It is an absolute privilege to have joined Iron Acton Primary School with so many friendly and 
committed staff, parents and children. Please take a look at our school website for more 
information about our fantastic school: http://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/. 

Mike Riches.    12 



Friends of Iron Acton Primary School (FOS) 

The nights are drawing in and it is certainly getting colder. This must mean that our busiest 
time of year is upon us! Already we have regrouped and planned our year ahead, run a 
couple of Social Events and organised a very successful Harvest Produce Auction. As a 
result of everyone’s generosity on October 7th, we raised over £250 for the School’s chosen 
Charity, the British Red Cross. 

On Friday 20th November we are holding a Family Skittles Evening at Yate Town Football 
Club (from 5.30pm onwards). This exciting event is open to all Parishioners and Friends of 
the School and tickets can be bought from Nic Webber (Nicola_jayne_hill@yahoo.co.uk), 
Rachel Frise (rachelfrise@aol.co.uk) and Heather Tillotson (heathertillotson@hotmail.co.uk).  
See our Facebook Page for the finer details. Do please come along. It is going to be a really 
exciting evening.   

As Christmas beckons, Friends will be running a stall at the Church Christmas Fair on 7th 
November and organising another Bag-2-School Collection on 18th November. We will also 
be helping the School with a few activities such as the Christmas parties and lunches. Our 
main focus will be the Christmas Disco on Friday 18th December in the Parish Hall from 6 til 
8pm. As with previous years, DJ Noel will be spinning his ever popular tunes and entertaining 
the children with his usual festive gusto. Tickets will be available on the door (£2.50; under 2s 
free) and all children in the Parish and/or attached to the School are welcome though they 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult. For the grown-ups there will be a licensed bar 
and you could always join in a dance or two. 

Our first event in the New Year will be another Theatre Workshop for the schoolchildren. This 
highly educational activity that correlates brilliantly with the curriculum has been really well 
received by the children and teachers in the past so we are repeating it with pleasure. And 
before the Easter Break, we will be holding a Curry and Quiz Night. This was a huge success 
last year and promises to be even better next year. So put Friday 18th March 2016 in your 
diary and come along. We will advertise the event nearer the time and tickets will be available 
on the door. 

We have many other things planned for this Academic Year – too many to mention here – but 
if you take a look at our Facebook Page and ‘like us’, you can be assured of knowing about 
our activities well in advance. We are also keen to welcome new members so do please 
come along to our meetings and see what we do.  There is never any pressure to do much.  
We simply welcome new ideas, a sharing of experiences and an enthusiasm to socialise. 

I must end this piece by welcoming the new Headteacher, Mr Mike Riches, to Iron Acton 
Primary School. We are so encouraged by his keenness to embrace everything we do for the 
schoolchildren and we look forward to working together in the future. 

On behalf of FOS, I wish the readers of Local Poyntz a very merry Christmas and a wonderful 
New Year. 

Annie King 
Chair of FOS. 
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Small  & fr iendly family  run business  
Luxury accommodation 

All  breeds welcome 
 

Inspections welcome by appointment 
For more  info cal l :  01454 228374 

 

Elm Farm, Bristol  Road,  Iron Acton,  Bristol ,  
BS37 9TF 

www.elm-farm.net  

 

	  

	  

                                               TOP GROOM 
City & Guilds Qualified Dog  

Grooming.                                           
Elm Farm Boarding Kennels 
Iron Acton BS37 9TF.  
Tel.  07708300672               



2015 Horticultural Show 
 
The memory of this year’s Horticultural Show may be a little distant, but yet again the whole 
Parish pulled out all the stops to support the Show. We are reliant on the enthusiasm of the 
green-fingered gardeners, budding bakers and imaginative individuals amongst you and you 
did not disappoint, so thank you once again! 
 
There was a tremendous amount of entries this year and the number of entrants exceeded 
expectations. Certain classes caused the judges a great deal of deliberation, and on more 
than one occasion the judging rules were consulted. It was delightful to see the Hall 
Committee room bedecked with the entries from the children. Their imagination and ingenuity 
is a credit to them. 
 
Jill Bendeaux, Iron Acton Primary School’s retiring head teacher did a sterling job presenting 
the Competition Cups, which followed the auction. The Committee’s thanks go to David 
Hatherell for his brilliant auctioneering skills. All the money raised at the auction is ploughed 
back into the Horticultural Show which enables us to run the Show. 
 
All of the Cup Winners can be found on the community web site and new photographs of this 
year’s show can be found on the Iron Acton Horticultural Show Facebook page. Thank you to 
everyone who took the time to give us suggestions. The Committee will take a look at these at 
our next meeting.   
 
Finally, the Committee’s thanks go out to the numerous helping hands that join us to ensure 
that the Show runs smoothly. 
 
Paula Evans 

	  
	  
	  



Iron Acton Community Choir 

	  
The choir goes from strength to strength and we have recruited well over the 
summer with 3 new members…2 tenors and an alto. 

Dates for your diaries: 

  We have 2 events planned around Christmas and the New Year.  Firstly we intend 
to carol sing around the village on Tuesday evening 15th December.  We will start 
on the Village Green at about 8.00 p.m…then go to the Church and sing outside, 
then to Chilwood and finish up at The Lamb…it would be good to have an audience, 
although we will happily sing without one!  We will have a bucket to collect for a 
worthy local cause still to be decided.   

In addition we are also preparing for a more formal “ Winter” concert in the Parish 
Church on the 8th January at 7.30. This will be a joint fund raising venture partly 
for the church and again for a local charity cause to be determined.  There will be no 
charge for entry but there will be a collection taken as part of the evening.  It will be 
a mixture of songs and the spoken word and will hopefully provide a pleasant 
musical start to the New Year for us all.   

The energy and enthusiasm members bring to rehearsals in the Village Hall remains 
fantastic and it is a really positive and joyous experience to work with them to learn 
new music and develop our skills and abilities to sing in harmony with each other.  
Community singing is a powerful force for good and the Iron Acton Community Choir 
is real proof of that.  It is a privilege to work with all the singers and we manage that 
fantastic balance between working very hard and having a lot of fun too.  We now 
number just under 50 members: As with most choirs and singing groups we have a 
good number of sopranos and Altos, but we would benefit from a few more tenors in 
particular, and basses.  We meet on a Tuesday evening in the Village Hall normally 
at 20.30 hrs and we pay a weekly sub to support the running of the choir in terms of 
hiring of the rehearsal space and the purchase of music. We have also recently 
been able to raise enough funds to purchase a new electric piano keyboard, which 
has greatly enhanced our singing. There is currently a waiting list for joining (unless 
you are a tenor or bass) but if you live within the Parish of Iron Acton and would be 
interested in joining then please let me know (robpardoe@gmail.com) and we’ll take 
it from there. 

Robert Pardoe 
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Thomas Silvey Ltd,  
Unit 5 Badminton Road Trading Estate, Yate, South Glos BS37 5NS 
 

Your friendly local suppliers of: 
 

Home Heating Oils 
Red and White Diesel 
Company Fuel Cards 
Adblue & Lubricants 
 

 

 

Andrew Tillotson  

Oil Boiler, Aga and Rayburn, 

Servicing and Repairs 

covering South Gloucestershire and West Wiltshire  

 

 

m: 07830 211400    e:  andytillo@hotmail.com 



Iron Acton Parish Council 
 
 
Teenage Recreational Equipment 
 
Following a successful consultation and the approval from South Gloucestershire Council for 
the release of the New Homes Bonus it has now been agreed to purchase the following 
equipment for the Parish Meadows: The Viper, Outdoor Table Tennis, A Double Seating 
Shelter the Piazza and a Outdoor Gym Bundle. Installation is due to commence shortly after 
Xmas time but dependent on manufacturing schedules and installation.  
Iron Acton Parish Council would like to thank Acton Aid for the financial contribution made to 
allow the project to be maximized.  
 
Children's Play Park 
 
Hopefully by the time you read this the New Embankment slide that has been long awaited 
should be installed and being enjoyed by all.  
We are pleased to now have the new addition of the sought after Gloria Jean, which now 
features a great asset within our play park. This was donated to us from Acton Aid who 
supplied and installed Gloria Jean and all the hard work has paid off with a great final result. 
Iron Acton Parish Council is currently working very hard on Grant Applications to enable a 
revamp of the current play park. Please keep an eye on the website for future information.  
 
Parish Meadows 
 
As you will see we now have a new Basket Ball Unit installed within the Tennis Courts and 2 
new Benches, more great additions to be enjoyed by all.  
Iron Acton Parish Council will be looking to organize a working party for the spring; further 
details will be available nearer the time via the Website and Notice Boards.  
 
Allotments 
 
We are pleased to now have a short waiting list for Allotments so if anyone is interested in 
putting their name down please contact the clerk Donna Beal. 
 
Trees Village Green 
 
Following recommendations Iron Acton Parish Council will be looking to tidy some trees with 
the appropriate permissions around the Parish in the very near future. 
 
Chillwood 
 
Over the next few months Iron Acton Parish Council will be considering how best to manage 
Chillwood. You will see the item on the Agenda and we would love to hear your thoughts. 
 
Iron Acton Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and great New 
Year.   
 
If you require any further information please contact the clerk, Donna Beal, at 
clerk@ironactonparishcouncil.com 
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Acton Aid 

Autumn has been busy. We kicked off September with the annual Beer Festival in the Parish 
Hall garden.  The theme was The Great Iron Acton Brew Off whereby we pitched local brews 
against rivals from around the country. A thoroughly scientific vote concluded that west was 
best and together with the beer we enjoyed some good weather, great music and fine 
company. 

This was quickly followed by a group of us going for a boat trip on the Thames, which, 
amazingly passed off without injury or damage to property (much!). 

October saw a new Acton Aid event – the Go Wild show for children, run by expert Neil 
Vaughan. One hundred children of all ages, and parents, saw a lively and fun show based on 
snails and spiders, following by hot dogs.  This free event was very popular and we already 
have plans to do something similar again next year. 

Perhaps the most exciting part of the September was the arrival of Iron Acton’s very own 
boat, Gloria Jean, in the Parish Meadows.  Sourcing, transporting and installing the boat was 
a real community effort, of which we were very proud to be part.  It’s really good to see lots of 
children already having fun on or around it and let’s hope it remains a parish landmark for 
many years and a symbol of the spirit that makes our Parish a bit different. 

Next event was the Bonfire and Firework evening, which lit up damp November Sunday 
evening. 

The purpose of Acton Aid is to enrich life in the parish and our aim is that these and other 
events do this in two ways. Firstly by providing activities which can be enjoyed by a wide 
cross-section of people and secondly by generating funds to be used to help Iron Acton 
people and causes. 

Over the past few months, we have been able to contribute, alongside the Parish Council, 
towards new leisure equipment scheduled for the Meadows, as well as helping specific 
individuals and groups.  As every year, we shall be putting together and distributing Christmas 
parcels for senior citizens within the parish and helping put up Christmas trees.  This year we 
are also supporting the work of the Dolphin Society which helps older and disadvantaged 
people across the greater Bristol area, and a local food bank. 

Our meetings have continued to attract record attendances and since our last report, we have 
welcomed Adam Dinham, Steve Hill and Ross xxxx as members. Meetings take place on the 
first Thursday of each month at the Lamb Inn at 8pm. They are very relaxed and informal and 
we plan events and distribution of resources around the parish over a pint or two. 

If you’d like to find out more about us or think that we can be of help, we’d love to hear from 
you. Please do contact me on 07747 533312, or the Secretary, Jason Haselhan, on 01454 
228701, or have a look at our website www.actonaid.org.uk. 

 

Dominic Walters, Chairman, Acton Aid 
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GARDENING POYNTZ 

[W]hat a severe yet master 
artist old Winter is.... No 
longer the canvas and the 
pigments, but the marble 
and the chisel. ~John Bur-
roughs, "The Snow-
Walkers," 1866  

‘Vernalisation’ - why 
plants need winter 

Many plants and seeds, 
actually need a period of 
cold weather in order to 
go fully dormant and to 
flower and fruit next year.  
Garlic, planted in October 
bulbs nicely, but if planted 
in Spring it will only pro-
duce leaves. If Tulips 
don’t have enough cold  
they are short stemmed 
and smaller flowered.  So 
a cold Winter can actually 
mean a floriforous Spring! 

Snow on Cotoneaster berries 

Winter in the garden 
How much we can do in the garden during the Winter, very much depends upon 
how harsh a Winter we have!  I have been known to plant hardy annual plants on 
a mild January day .  Winter is a time to take stock of the year, to concentrate on 
structures, paths hygiene and planning next year, and to enjoy the natural break! 

Top Winter tasks 
 It is best to have planted all your bulb crops, biennials and Spring 

flowering perennials before Christmas, this will ensure the best and 
earliest crops 

 Winter is a good time for formative pruning, when you can see the 
branch structure well.  For roses, aim to have 3 - 5 well spaced stems, 
pruning to an outward facing bud.  Leave enough growth to allow for 
dieback if Winter is harsh  

 Some of the more tender shrubs and perennials can need protection 
in a hard Winter - French lavenders, Olive, Pittosporum etc. If they are 
planted, you can use bubble wrap or hessian, but if they are in pots, 
bring them into a more sheltered position 

 For winter vegetables, a warm raised bed, with a cloche, or a cool 
greenhouse will enable you to keep picking Winter salad leaves, 
Chard, baby spinach and other leaf crops throughout the season 

Deck the halls with boughs of Holly…. By Jo Wright 



 

 

Christmas at Organic Blooms  

If you’re looking for a sustainable alternative for your Christmas 
decorations this year, we can supply you with hand-crafted wreaths and 

table decoration, using locally grown foliage, seed heads and cones  

Visit our website www.organicblooms.co.uk to order: 

 Christmas Door Wreaths 

Table Decoration Kits 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop Bookings 

Gift Vouchers and more 

Contact us by telephone on 01454 300300 or email us at 
enquiries@organicblooms.co.uk 

   www.facebook.com/organicblooms  www.twitter.com/organicblooms 



THE ACTONIANS next production is……. A Pantomime… ‘Oh yes it is!’ 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
By Dee Mason 

19-21 and 27-28 November 2015 
7.30 pm Iron Acton Parish Hall 

Tickets £8; Children £5 (Saturday 28 Nov (matinee only) at 2.30 pm) 
Book at:  www.actonians.co.uk  or Call: 07807 547 238 

Follow us on: https://www.facebook.com/Actonians or email: actonians@outlook.com 

This year’s autumn production is the classic pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk  written by 
one of our group, Dee Mason, and directed by our Chair, Mark Whitehouse. So polish up your 
‘He’s behind yous’ and come with us on our adventure to the land of giants. Rehearsals are in 
full swing and the costumes as colourful as ever. 

Our two actor’s workshops earlier this year were so successful that we will be running two 
more next year. Mark Danbury will run part two of his workshop on stage craft, on Saturday 
12 March 2016 and Mark McGann will follow up his directors’ workshop on Saturday 2 April 
2016.  

Next Spring the production in May (19-21) will be ‘Cranford’ by Elizabeth Gaskell, adapted 
for the stage by Laura Turner. It contains the most poignant and funniest observations of life 
in a rural village in Victorian England. So do put the dates in your diary. Readings and 
auditions will be in December and we start rehearsals in January! 

If there are any budding actors out there you can contact us via our email address or come 
along to one of our regular Wednesday rehearsals in IAPH (from 7.30 pm). All comers are 
welcome to our very active and sociable group. 

Sarah McMahon (Publicity) 
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Yes 
There IS someone who still repairs desktop and laptop 

computers in the Chipping Sodbury Area. 
Right here in Iron Acton In Fact! 

 
Website: http://www.gmcomputing.millward.org.uk 

eMail: gmcomputing@millward.org.uk 
Landline: 01454-228704 

Mobile: 07769780656 

GM Computing 



I received the following interesting article from Mr. David Escott, who was our village butcher. 
He now lives in Boston, Lincs. He was sent a copy of “Local Poyntz” by Mrs. Janet Drew, a 
relative who lives in North Road, and kindly responded to my request for further information on 
the history of our village shops. 
 
If anyone else has any memories I should be grateful if they would contact me on 01454 228439 
or email at r_and_e@onetel.com. 
 

MR DAVID ESCOTT’S MEMORIES OF IRON ACTON 
 
A little over 70 years ago Mr. Hecter England had a bakery on the side of his house on the hill 
going out of the village towards Yate, opposite Nibley Lane. As you went up the path the smell 
from the bakery was lovely and his custard slices were delicious. At the entrance to his garage 
you went up a few steps to a small shop made out of wood that sold sweets. 
 
At the end of the war a Mr. Ford, who was an invalid from the army, trained as a cobbler and did 
shoe repairs from the same place. When his business expanded he moved to a small cottage on 
the left hand side of the Post Office with two downstairs rooms. In the backroom he repaired 
shoes, and the front room was a shop where he sold “JOHN WHITE” shoes. 
 
In the house next door a Mrs Young gave mandolin lessons. 
 
At that time Iron Acton had a football team. They used the field at the back of the Rose & Crown 
pub. The changing rooms were in the loft in the pub yard. Nearby was a long shed, and next to 
that Miss Mainstone sold fruit etc. in a very small shop in an alcove with a window that was only 
about 18 inches square. 
 
The drive opposite the church, going up to Lodge Farm was called “The Avenue”. Huge elm 
trees stood either side up to the farm and when Dutch Elm disease struck they were all cut down 
and were never replaced. It was said that Mr. Thomas’s farm used to be a monastery. 
 
On the left side of what was the Police Station, up on the rise, Mr. Mainstone lived. He was a 
painter and decorator and also an undertaker. He had an assistant, Mr. Fred Davis. They had a 
bier to carry the coffins by hand because neither could drive. 
 
On the left of the church was “Church House”. Mr. Bob Howes lived there. He had a poultry farm 
with hundreds of chickens in the fields from the school to what was called “Tonks Hill”. The 
Garden Centre is now opposite but there used to be just fields full of chickens. 
 
The school had cast iron stoves for heating. The fuel used was coke. A lorry would bring a load 
from Bristol and tip it at the bottom of the school drive and two of us would wheel it to a bunker at 
the back of the school. 
 
On the right hand side of the butchers Dr. Crossman would come from Hambrook and hold 
surgeries in the house twice a week. 
 
Opposite the butchers lived Mr. Gale. He was the coalman and his yard was in the railway 
station because the coal was delivered by rail in those days. 
 
There was also a district nurse M. Hathaway, a lovely lady. On a school visit she would go 
through your hair looking for “nits”, and chatting to you all the time. 
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One day Queen Mary drove through the village on the way to Badminton House. All the 
school turned out and stood on the pavement outside the church, by the railings, and waved 
to her. 
 
In Chaingate Lane there were three shops. A butcher, a grocer, and a shop selling grocery 
and hardware where delivery was by a Silver Cross Pram. 
 
At the top of the Lane was Mrs Brain, a midwife, untrained, but very capable. I should know 
as I was one of her babies. She would come on her bike or walk. 
 
At the entrance to Chaingate Lane, on the corner was Mr. Escott Senior, a painter and 
decorator, who gave up a piece of his garden for a bus shelter to keep people dry while 
waiting for the bus. In those days there was a bus every hour into Bristol, and the same to 
Dursley and Gloucester. There was no need to go outside the village, unlike today. 
 
I apologise if I have said too much. I hope it is of some use. 
 
Yours sincerely 
David Escott. 
 
 
 

 

 

News from North Road Primary School 
 

This Term has got off to an exciting and fun start as we began the new school year by 
celebrating Roald Dahl Day. On Friday 11th September, the whole school took part in a day 
of activities based on the book 'The Twits'. There were story board writing and problem 
solving tasks as well as beard and longest worm making activities! The children came to 
school with ‘Bad Hair’. It was messy, gelled, big hair styles and even hair full of bugs, twigs 
and leaves!  
 
On Friday 25th September, we held a Big Macmillan coffee morning. The parents and 
children baked and donated cakes and then joined us, along with residents from North Road, 
for a very successful coffee morning. We raised an amazing £316.62! 
 
This year, we have joined the Time4Reading award scheme which is being run by South 
Gloucestershire Council. We have started working towards the bronze award and have lots of 
exciting reading activities planned, for the pupils and their parents, over the coming months. 
 
Last year, one of our pupils, Eve Jenkins, asked us to help her raise £300 towards Guide Dog 
Puppy Training. We raised an amazing £211 and on Friday 9th October we held a ‘Bright 
Clothes’ day in the hope of reaching our grand total. The children and staff came to school 
wearing bright colours and high visibility clothes in exchange for a donation. Special 
‘Chocolate Dog Bone’ cookies were also on sale at snack time. We have now raised over 
£300 and are looking forward to a visit from some puppies. 
 
Sarah Stillie 
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North Road Schoolchildren (Years 1 & 2)  

October Leaves 

The leaves are as brown as a 1p. 

The leaves are as colourful as a rainbow. 

Leaves all change colour. 

The leaves are as yellow as a piece of gold. 

The sparkly red leaves. 

The leaves lightly fall on your head. 

Leaves are as orange as an orange. 

By Zoe Jenkins (Year 1) 

 

A September Rainbow 

Can you spot the colours? 

Violet, pink, rich red, golden yellow, orange, green and brown. 

Yellow, brown leaves scuttling across the ground.  

There are some still on the trees, falling on my head. 

Purple, orange and green leaves floating in the sky. 

By Imogen Harrison (Year 2) 

 

Autumn Leaves 

The leaves are as golden as the sun. 

The leaves are as wonderful as red roses. 

The leaves are as dark as the moon. 

The leaves are as sparkly as silver. 

The sparkly dew covered leaves. 

The leaves are like people’s hands. 

By Jack Gray (Year 2) 
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North Road Schoolchildren (Years 1 & 2) 
 

 
       October in Autumn    Leaves 
 
        The leaf is green        The leaves can fall off 
The leaf is as yellow as the sun          The leaves are crispy like crisps 
   The leaf is red like hot lava       The golden leaves 
The leaves are sparkly like diamonds     The leaves are wet 
        The leaves can twist. 
     By Owen Pearce (Year 1) 
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  By	  Harvey	  Blackwell	  (Year	  1)	  
	  

Share and Prayer 

Just to let you know what we do and why and how it could help you. We meet every 
other month on a Saturday morning to share thoughts and ideas together about who 
would benefit from prayer and then we pray! 

We are all from or associated with Iron Acton Parish and attend different churches in 
the area and are united in our belief that God cares about us and our community and 
is willing to bless and intervene when we ask. 

We pray for each other, our families and friends, our community and all its’ 
organisations, our country and the world. 

If you would like us to pray for you or anything in particular or would like to join in,  

please contact: 

Pete and Chris Bellis 01454 228065 (answerphone available) 

christinemaryb@gmail.com  

Dates on the Parish Website and notices in the Parish church and Parish hall. 

	  

	  	  

Next	  get	  together	  	  
is	  Sat	  Jan	  16th	  



 





St James the Less 

Please come and join us at any of our services over the Christmas period. You are all 
always welcome at your local Parish Church. 

 

Christingle Service  4pm   13thDecember	  	  

 

                        

Candlelit Carols              6.30pm    20th December  

 

 

Crib Service  6pm  24th December 

 

 

Family Communion  9.15am  25TH December 

 

We are pleased to announce that we have appointed a new administrator for the 
Benefice. Kathryn Nichols will be working in the Benefice Office in Winterbourne and 
can be contacted on 01454 776518 email fromesidepartnership@yahoo.co.uk 

Kathryn is the contact for any enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals etc. 

Contact details for churchwarden at St James are 07980410540 or email 
carolgroom@hotmail.com 

All other contact details for PCC members are available in church. 

A brief thought from George Bernard Shaw 

“People are always blaming their circumstances for what they are. I don’t believe in 
circumstances. The people who get on in this world are they who get up and look for 
the circumstances they want and, if they can’t find them, make them.” 

Something for us all to think about at this busy time! 

We would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 
wherever you may be. 
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PLANTER
At junction of Holly Hill  & Nibley Lane

I looked out of my frint window and thought it appeared very grey and dull so I 
decided that, when I retired, I would do something about it. I asked the Parish 
Council if I could have some sort of planter and made it quite clear that I would 
maintain it and buy the plants myself.
After quite a few months a planter was delivered and, very kindly, they had donat-
ed some soil. I had to get more soil and some plants but Iron Acton Garden Centre 
donated quite a lot. Many thanks to them.
I am very pleased with it and think it looks beautiful.
Many people have offered their compliments.
Hope you all enjoy it.

Geri Whittle
1 Eastview
Nibley Lane.
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Iron Acton Film Club 
	  
We held our November meeting on Halloween to avoid clashing with Bonfire Night 
and put on 'Big Hero 6' for the youngsters and 'The Imitation Game' in the evening, 
which was very well received. Our next show, which may well have passed by the 
time you read this, is on 5th December featuring 'Inside Out' and ‘Kingsman Secret 
Service'. 
We now have 45 paid up members, which is fantastic as it puts us on a sound 
financial footing, so many thanks for your support. 
We will shortly be asking members to vote for the films to be shown after 
Christmas and, whilst I don't know which films will be on the list, I would imagine 
that the new Bond film will be available by then, so don’t worry if you haven't seen 
it at the cinema.   
It's not too late to join for the rest of the season: if you would like to, please let me 
know and I will send you an application form. 
	  
Simon Cross 
Chairman.  
01454 228291 
 
simon@laburnumhouse.fsnet.co.uk. 
 
 
 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

Uganda Trip 2016 Update 
 

Hello! We are sixth form students at Brimsham Green School in Yate. We are part of a 12-
strong team of students in Years 12 and 13 who have been selected to travel to the Hosanna 
Primary School in Kampala, Uganda in the summer of 2016. 
Hosanna School and Brimsham Green School are part of a global partnership and we will be 
the fourth group of students from our school to visit Hosanna. 
For the trip to go ahead we have to raise £25,000 to fund the cost of flights, accommodation 
and enable us to take much needed resources to Hosanna School. 
We would like to thank everyone who has supported us at various events recently. Our 
Afternoon Tea at St James the Less Church raised over £300 and the Young Actonian's Talent  
Show raised another £200. Thanks also to Acton Aid who have allowed us to help at their 
events and run stalls at the Beer Festival and Bonfire Night. 
We will be popping up at future Iron Acton events and hope that you will be able to continue 
supporting our fundraising efforts. You can find out more about our fundraising at our  
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/hosannatripuganda2016?fref=ts. 
 
Molly Haselhan and Joe Hatherell 
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Young Poyntz 

Hi everyone! 

Welcome to our Young Poyntz section. You are in for a treat with recipes, poems and stories 
because it is –	  

Christmas time, 	  

Local Poyntz and wine, 	  

Children reading, 	  

Line after line!  

I hope you enjoy it and I hope you all have a very merry Christmas and very happy new year! 

Jessica Hatherell	  

 

Diary of a …. cat 

Ughhh, it’s winter, that means cold, rain, wind and snow, but it does also mean CHRISTMAS! 
That means Turkey to eat and baubles to pull off the Christmas tree! Most of the time I don’t 
mind the winter except when people do silly things like have fireworks, I can’t stand fireworks. 
They just bang when you’re not expecting it, at least bonfire night is over though! 

My favourite part of Christmas is the stockings. I let my owner ( !! ) hang one up for me, as I’m 
a few inches too short, and when I wake up on Christmas Day they let me in and there it is, 
full of treats and toys. From reading this you probably think I get excited, which I do, but 
honestly you should see my owners (that is what I think they are now!) There’s wrapping 
paper, new toys and books, Christmas jumpers and all the rest, everywhere! It’s great fun. 
Anyway I can hear someone whistling and that normally means FOOD, so best be off. 

I hope your Christmas is as PURRFECT as mine, bye.                             

By Alicia Scott. 
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DOG DAYS by Katie Aries 
 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away, 
He runs across the long lost bay, 
He’s wet and dirty but he doesn’t care, 
He gives us all a pleasure to share, 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away. 
 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away, 
He runs for what seems like all day, 
We throw a ball for him to grab, 
But he’s too busy with a crab, 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away. 
 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away, 
He’s our dog Drum and he’s here to stay, 
He’s like a rocket running along the shore, 
Splashing water up with his big wet paws, 
He bounds towards us, he bounds away. 
 

                    Little leavs	  

Little leavs,   Little leavs,	  

Little leavs  Little leaves   

Red and brown  Darnsing 	  

And orange leavs. To the ground. 

 

Little leavs,  Little leavs, 

Little leavs  Little leavs  

Swirling,   Autumn 

Darnsing in the air. Is all around. 

 

Little leavs, 

Little leavs 

High up  

In the trees. 

                       By Abigail Hatherell Age 6	  



Christmas chocolate recipe 	  

Ingredients:	  

• Christmas chocolate mould 

• Milk chocolate	  

• Nutella  

• Edible glitter 

  

Method: 

1. Melt your chocolate in a pan on the hob until almost smooth, or in a microwave for 30 
seconds (do as much chocolate as you think you may need- you will not be filling the 
mould to the top) 

2. Stir the chocolate till it is completely smooth and then fill the mould shapes about half 
way with the chocolate and then put them in the fridge for about 10-15 minutes to set. It 
is fine to leave them longer but don’t get them out before they are hard. 

3. Next put a little blob of Nutella on top of the hard chocolate on each individual chocolate. 
Try to keep it in the centre or it will leak through. 

4. After that pour the remains of your melted chocolate over the top of the Nutella and put 
them in the fridge again this time they will need to be left for a little longer- 20-30 minutes 
make sure you check they are completely hard before you get them out.  

5. When they are completely hard, pop them out of the mould and cut off any excess 
chocolate but don’t handle them too much or they will lose their shine. 

6. Finally if you want to add a bit more glitz to your festive chocolates you can sprinkle or 
brush some edible glitter on the top and even present them in cellophane or a little bag 
and give them to your loved ones.	  
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Christmas Anagrams 

Unscramble the words to find the names of different things associated with Christmas.  We 
have given you the first letter of each word to help you. 

 

           YHLOL                                                   H_ _ _ _ 

 

           RCAKECR                                            C_ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

           KSONTIGC                                         S_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

          LNJEBLGEIBLS                                  J_ _ _ _ _  B_ _ _ _ 

 

          EKUTRY                                              T _ _ _ _ _ 

 

          STPERNES                                         P_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

         CRHCUH                                             C_ _ _ _ _ 

 

         ERTDCAONISO                                 D_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Tel: 01454 228109 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 

Game Farm, Latteridge BS37 9TY 

Website: www.patrickpinker.com 

Sunday 10am - 4pm 

The Store  
that has more 




